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Town  of  Tyngsboro 
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May  Happiness, 

Li\e  the  Beauty  of  Mature, 
Be  With  You  in  the 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 


Pi  vision  off 
Fisheries  &  Wildlife 


Richard  Cronin,  Director 

I 


28  Dec.  1988 


Dear  Lilian: — 


Wonders  never  cease!!  Happy  holidays 
to  a  very  wonderful  lady. 


Field  Headquarters 

Westborough,  Massachusetts  01581  (617)  366-4470 

An  Agency  of  the  Department  of  Fisheries,  Wildlife  &  Environmental  Law  Enforcement 


Departmen  fisheries,  Wildlife  &  Environmental  Law  Enforcement 
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The  Quarterly  Journal 
About  Bluebirds 

Volume  11,  Number  1 
Winter  1989 
Pages  1-40 


Never  Too  Old 


Lillian  Lund  Files 


In  the  past  eight  years  I’ve  giv¬ 
en  over  200  bluebird  lectures,  en¬ 
titled  “Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds,” 
in  the  six  New  England  states  to 
garden  clubs,  bird  societies,  his¬ 
torical  societies,  church  groups, 
scouts  and  many  other  organiza¬ 
tions.  In  the  past  few  years  I  have 
gotten  calls  frequently  from  retire¬ 
ment,  nursing,  and  rest  homes. 

When  I  arrive  I’m  often  told 
that  many  of  the  folks  usually  take 
naps  after  lunch  and  that  I’ll  be 
lucky  to  get  a  handful  to  show  up. 
The  attendants  are  always  sur¬ 
prised  to  see  the  turnout.  The  resi¬ 
dents  are  a  very  attentive  audience 
and  I  haven’t  had  any  fall  asleep  on 
me  yet!  After  I’m  through  with  my 
lecture-slide  program,  they  don’t 
want  me  to  leave  as  they  have 
many  questions  and  wonderful 
stories  to  relate  of  all  the  bluebirds 
they  saw  in  their  childhood.  I  think 
seeing  pictures  of  these  beautiful 
birds  brings  back  fond  memories 
of  theiryouth. 

I  realize  giving  lectures  to 
these  institutions  doesn’t  promote 
bluebird  trails,  but  just  seeing  their 
faces  light  up  is  gratifying.  Some¬ 
times  they’ll  ask  for  a  brochure  on 
how  to  build  a  bluebird  nesting  box 
because  they  want  to  pass  it  on  to 
their  children  or  grandchildren  who 
have  good  habitat  for  bluebirds. 

I  was  really  delighted  when  I 
gave  a  lecture  recently  to  a  group 


at  a  Masonic  Home  in  Charlton, 
Massachusetts.  (The  home  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  acres  of  open  fields.) 
Thirty-two  folks  attended  besides 
two  attendants,  but  I  also  noticed  a 
young  man  sitting  in  the  back  of 
the  room.  After  the  lecture  he 
came  up  and  told  me  he  was  the 
groundskeeper  and  wanted  plans 
for  making  a  bluebird  box.  He  was 
going  to  give  them  to  their  shop 
maintenance  man  and  together 
they  would  start  a  bluebird  trail  on 
the  home’s  property.  To  me  this 
was  a  most  unexpected  and  re¬ 
warding  afternoon.  When  the 
group  heard  this,  they  became  ex¬ 
cited  at  the  prospect  of  seeing 
bluebirds  again. 

Most  of  the  homes  do  have 
bird  feeders  and  they  are  so  proud 
to  call  my  attention  to  them  and 
to  the  kinds  of  birds  that  come  to 
them.  Our  local  Tyngsboro  Bird  So¬ 
ciety  one  year  donated  bird  feeders 
and  seed  at  Christmastime  to 
many  local  homes  which  was  very 
much  appreciated. 

By  encouraging  the  place¬ 
ment  of  bluebird  boxes  as  well  as 
bird  feeders  at  homes  that  have  the 
correct  habitat  and  someone  will¬ 
ing  to  monitor  the  boxes,  bluebirds 
could  be  aided  and  the  lives  of  the 
residents  enriched  immeasur¬ 
ably.  ■ 

Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 
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NEWSWEEKLY,  THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  16, 1989 

Balmy  weather 
brings  bluebirds 
much  too  soon 

TGBO-The  winter  of 
‘89  will  go  down  in  the 
history  books  for  many 
strange  occurrences. 

Before  the  cold  and  ice  of 
the  weekend,  area 
residents  enjoyed  a 
balmy  few  days.  For  Lil 
files,  the  warm  weather 
brought  a  pleasant  sur¬ 
prise  that  was  not 
without  worry.  She  look¬ 
ed  out  her  window  last 
week  and  thought  she 
saw  a  pair  of  bluebirds 
sitting  atop  a  bluebird 
box.  A  closer  look  prov¬ 
ed  her  right:  the  bluebirds 
had  returned  to  Wind¬ 
swept  Acres  two  months 
early!  It’s  automatic  to 
feel  joy  when  spotting  the 
I  gentle  bluebirds,  but  in 
this  case  joy  was  followed 
by  worry  and  the 
Imemories  of  Spring, 

1982.  Bluebirds  returned 
I  early  by  only  a  week  or  so 
that  year,  but  males 
returned  to  their  nesting 
grounds  in  what  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  record 
numbers.  It  looked  like  a 
super  year  for  observing 
bluebirds  was  ahead.  But 
on  April  6  and  7  Mother 
Nature  dumped  20  inches 
of  snow  on  the  area  in  a 
mean  blizzard  that  in¬ 
cluded  3  days  of  50  mph 
winds.  Mrs.  files  went 
|  out  on  cross  country  skis 
immediately  after  the 
storm  to  leave  food  for 
the  gentle  bluebirds.  On 
her  trial  of  bluebird 
boxes  she  found  17  dead 
bluebirds,  19  robins,  6 
mourning  doves,  and  2 
flickers.  “One  feels  so 
helpless  and  frustrated 
finding  this  kind  of 
disaster,”  she  remarked. 

Here’s  hoping  bluebirds 
wil  not  meet  with  the 
same  fate  this  year.  An 
endangered  species,  they 
need  all  the  help  we  and 
Mother  Nature  can  give 
them.  The  picture  shown 
was  taken  last  year  as  this 
male  bluebird  helped  his 
mate  care  for  their 
[young. 
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TGBO-LAST  YEAR  the  bluebirds  lived  happily  here,  but,  brought  back  early  by  the 
warm  weather  which  has  now  turned  cold  and  snowy,  will  they  survive  or  will  they  die 
as  did  those  who  came  back  too  early  in  1982?  (Photo  by  Mary  Ann  Hayward) 


Friday,  Febmuy3, 19891 
Lowell,  Massachusetts 

Under  the  Sun 

Lecture  on 
bluebirds  set 

If  you  have  an  activity  announcement 
for  this  column  we’ll  be  happy  to  consider 
printing  it.  Send  it  along  to  Style ,  The 
Sun,  Box  1477,  Lowell,  Ma.  01853.  Be 
sure  to  include  any  registration  or  re¬ 
servation  requirements,  together  with 
telephone  number(s)  as  pertinent. 

Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  and  the  driv¬ 
ing  force  behind  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Soci¬ 
ety,  will  present  a  slide-lecture  entitled 
"Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds!”  on  Sunday, 
Feb.  19,  at  2  p.m.,  at  the  Ipswich  River 
Wildlife  Sanctuary  in  Topsfield. 

Files,  who  maintains  and  monitors  an 
extensive  bluebird  trail  and  has  had 
attracted  the  nearly-extinct  bluebirds  to 
her  Tyngsboro  property  for  over  45  years, 
will  discuss  effective  bluebird  conserva¬ 
tion  and  ways  to  help  provide  bluebirds 
with  places  to  nest. 

Call  927-1122  regarding  pre¬ 
registration. 


MB  MATOB!  €0 

52  Nowell  Farm  Rd. 
Carlisle,  MA  01741 
508-369-8488 


Lil  Piles 

106  Scribner  Hill  Rd. 

Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Feb.  17,  1989 

Dear  Lil, 

Here  is  A  Guide  To  Bird  Behavior  Volume  3,  hot  off  the  press!  We're  sooo 
excited!  We  want  to  thank  you  for  all  that  you  have  done  for  bluebirds,  and  for  your 
encouragement  in  our  own  blue-birding  efforts.  If  Larry  Zeleny  is  Mr.  Bluebird,  you 
must  be  Mrs.  Bluebird!  Thanks  again. 


Yours  in  Blue-birding, 


Lillian  and  Don  Stokes 
Stokes  Nature  Compan; 


MR  &  MRS  J.  DOUGLAS  QUINN 
287  RUSSELL  HILL  RD.,  R.R.  #1 
ASHBURNHAM,  MA  01430 


^^ilv 


1  Morth  American  Bluebird  Society,  Inc. 

x  6295 

Iver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295 
301-384-2798 
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LILLIAN  LUND  FILES 
WINDSWEPT  ACRES 
TYNGSBORO.  MA  01879 


Founder 

Larry  Zeleny 

President 

Sadie  Dorber 

Vice  President 

Thomas  M.  Tait 

Treasurer 

Delos  C.  Dupree 

Recording  Secretary 

Suzanne  Pennell 

Corresponding  Secretary 

Joseph  G.  Tait 

Directors 

Dr.  Shirl  Brunell 
Texarkana,  AR 
John  Findlay  III 
Birmingham,  Al 
John  Judy 
Knoxville,  TN 
Duncan  J.  Mackintosf 
Lethbridge,  Alberta 
Robert  Bodine 
Media,  PA 

A.  Carter 


Mt.  Pleasant,  TX 
Jane  Williams 
Ware  Neck,  VA 
Doug  LeVasseur 
Senecaville,  OH 
Myrna  Pearman 
Sylvan  Lake,  Alberta 
John  Rogers 


Dr.  William 
Ada,  OK 
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Aa*  <£  Aaa*  Donald  Stoke. a 
52  Howl  Janm  Hoad 
{foAllnle,  Aoaa*  Oiykl 

Dean  Lillian  <f  Don, 

fjunt  received  youn  §uide  to  Bind  BehavioA  Volume.  HI  and 
wIa/i  to  thank  you  both  even,  ao  much  fon  being,  ao  gnacioun  in 
Aending  me  thiA  ex.cit.ing  new  book  which  La  much  appreciated 
Aa  unual,  LtfA  a  wondenful  addition  to  youn  Bind  BehavioA 
AenieA  and  eApectaly  to  me  on  account,  of.  the  n Bluebird " 
chapteA  -  natunalyl  9  muAt  commend  you  on  a  fob  well  done , 
Jennificl  91  a  gneat* 

9  olIao  winh  to  thank  you  in  behalf  oh  DABS  foA  mentioning, 
oun  Aociety  in  youn  book*  8 hey  ll  be  even  ao  gnateful  9' JLL 
be  bAinging  my  copy  to  oua.  next  bo  and  meeting  an  9' m  Aune  Lanjiy 
and  Sadie  will  alno • 


Brewerton,  NY 
Thomas  Matsko 
Great  Falls,  MT 


Executive  Director 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 

Editor 


lou  both  have  been  ao  genenoun  giving  me  ao  many  of  youn 
bookn*  $unt  had  new  booknhelveA  installed  down  my  hall  and 
now  have  a  "S token'  AectlonJ  Jhankn  again* 


Joanne  K.  Solem 


Nominating  Committee 

Lillian  Lund  Files,  MA,  Chairman 
Art  Aylesworth,  MT 
Myrna  Pearman,  Alberta 


Speakers  Bureau 

Jerry  Newman,  MD 

Research  Committee  H$S* 

Cathy  Blohowiak,  Ph.D.,  Chairman,  LA 
Theodore  W.  Gutzke,  ND 
George  Hurst,  MS  , 

T.  David  Pitts,  TN 
Jeffrey  Brawn,  Paiama 
Education  Committee 


John  M.  Judy,  TN,  Chairman 
Richard  M.  Tuttle,  OH 
Paul  Zeph,  PA 
B.  Shaw  Blankenship,  KY 


pecial  Projects 

Richard  Dolesh,  MD 

istorian 


Jane  Williams,  VA 


Jhe  meeting  be f one  you  give  youn  talk  fon  JBS  in  flay. 
9'm  pfanning  on  bninging  in  all  youn  bookn  fon  dinplay 
and  mention  that  they  can  get  a  Atoned  copy  when  they 
attend  youn  pnenentation*  Hopefully  thin  will  nell  a 
few  cop  ten*  Alno,  9'm  going,  to  mention  that  we  have  a 
copy  on  dinplay  at  oun  HABo  annual  meeting  in  flontana 
in  July. 


BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS 


LILLIAN  LUND  FILES 

One  hour  lecture  slide  program  on  Bluebirds 
Open  Free  To  The  Public 


Lil  Files,  Past  President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  has  been  lecturing  on  Bluebirds  for  many  years 
throughout  New  England.  She  maintains  and  monitors  an  extensive 
Bluebird  Trail  and  has  had  Bluebirds  on  her  own  property  in  Tyngsboro 

for  over  45  years. 


Slide  program  will  explain  the  Bluebirds'  plight  and  good  Effective 
Bluebird  Conservation.  A  pair  of  mounted  Bluebirds,  nest,  eggs, 
nesting  boxes,  books  and  pamphlets  will  be  displayed. 


MARCH  24,  1989:  Dunstable  Grange,  Dunstable  Town  Hall  @  7:30  pm 


APRIL  21 , 1989  :  Dunstable/Tyngsboro  Historical  Society,  (Little  Red 

School  House)  Rt.  #1 1 3,  Dunstable,  MA  @  7:30  pm 

MAY  15,  1989  :  Chelmsford  Land  Conservation  Trust,  Carriage  House 

next  to  Adams  Library,  Chelmsford  Center  @  7:30  pm 


[Bird  Society  to  discuss  ‘Common  Loon’ 


If  you  have  an  activity 
I  announcement  for  this  column 
1  we’ll  be  happy  to  consider 
I  printing  it.  Send  it  along  to 
\Style ,  The  Sun ,  Box  1477, 

I  Lowell,  Ma.  01853.  Be  sure  to 
I  include  any  registration  or  re¬ 
servation  requirements, 
together  with  telephone  num- 
\ber(s)  as  pertinent 


The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
|  will  sponsor  a  lecture  entitled 
"The  Common  Loon”  by  natur- 
I  alist  Paul  Rezendes  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  March  2,  at  7:30  p.m.,  at 
the  Dunstable  Congregational 
|  Church,  Route  113,  Dunstable. 

On  Saturday,  March  4,  bird 
I  walk  leaders  Bill  and  Mary 
Harris  will  lead  a  birding  trek 
to  Salisbury,  Newburyport  and 
Plum  Island,  with  participants 
meeting  at  8:15  a.m.,  at  Cal- 
dor’s  parking  lot  on  Drum  Hill 
(off  Route  3),  Chelmsford).  Call 
603-881-9639  for  further  de¬ 
tails. 
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Loon  prepares  for  takeoff 
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TYNGSBOROUGH-DUNSTABLE  ROTARY  CLUB 


THE  PETERBOROUGH  TRANSCRIPTl 


MONDAY',  March  13: 

Peterbrough  Garden  Club  meets, 
1 9:30  a.m.  at  the  historical  society 
building  on  Grove  St.,  "Where  Have 
|  All  the  Bluebirds  Gone?”  will  be  the 
topic  of  discussion  by  Lillian  Lund 
I  Fils,  past  president  of  the  North 
[  American  Bluebird  Society. 


it  March  1  the  speaker  for  the  Rotary  meeting  was  Lillian 
Lund  Files,  Past  President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society.  She  gave  a  dynamic  slide  show  of  the  Bluebird 
The  presentation  was  very  interesting  as  well  as 
educational.  Members  expressed  their  appreciation  for 
her  visit  and  extended  her  an  invitation  to  return. 


TYNGSBOROUGH-DUNSTABLE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


Meetings  are  held  at  the  Dunstable  Congregational 
Church,  Route  113,  Main  Street,  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  7:30  p.m.  Meetings 
are  open  to  the  public,  bring  a  friend, 
refreshments  served. 

Membership  $5  for  single  membership  and  $8  for 
family  membership.  Visitors  and  guests  $2  Slty 
(suggested  donation)  Students  Free! 


»iitsrsssas„e.  ??id  a* the  sarah  Tyng  winsi°* 

®  Red  Schoolhouse"  at  7:30  P.M.  On  Route 
border  °UnStable’  near  the  Tyngsborough/Dunstab] 


The  next  meeting  will  be  held  Thursday,  April  6, 

Wild  Flowers  of  New  England  -  Jean  T.  Burmeyer. 

Jean  T.  Burmeyer  of  Harvard,  well  known  photographer, 
lecturer  and  teacher,  whose  work  appears  in  many 
journals  and  books  will  feature  a  slide  presentation 
of  many  wildflowers  found  in  New  England  showing 
the  entire  plant  and  its  habitat.  Jean  gives  the 
common  name  and  interesting  facts  about  each  flower. 
Ending  with  musical  background  to  her  favorite 
flowers. 


The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Friday, 
Aprii  21.  The  guest  speaker  for  the  evening 
will  be  Lil  Files.  Bring  Back  the  Bluebird. 
Come  and  find  out  more  about  this  beautiful 
bird  and  it's  plight  for  survival. 

The  Strawberry  Festival  is  scheduled  for 
June  24th.  Spaces  are  available  at  $10  each 
for  people  interested  in  selling  crafts  or 
antiques.  If  you  would  like  to  reserve  some 
space  for  this  day,  please  call  Susan  at 
649-6005.  If  she  does  not  answer  the  phone 
personally,  please  leave  a  message  and  she 
will  return  your  call. 


cTMassey  Tarm 

GRASSY  BROOK  ROAD 
BROOKLINE,  VERMONT  05345 


A  Classic  Bed  and  Breakfast 


WHAT'S  A  BLUEBIRD? 
fF  is  said  that  MOST  OF  THE  LAST  TWO  GENERATIONS  OF  NEW 
ENGLANDERS  HAVE  NEVER  SEEN  A  BLUEBIRD,  and  therefore  confuse  a 
"bluejay"  with  a  bluebird!  However,  with  your  help  and  countless 
help  from  others. ..the  Bluebirds  are  returning!! 


I  LEARN  ABOUT  BLUEBIRDS? 
cordially  invited  to  join  us  on  SjApJ, ay.  A_p  r  i  1  Qth  at 

.  1 uebi 


HOW  CAN 

You  are _ _ _ ^ _ _ _ _ 

10:00  a .m .  for  a  wonderful  workshop  on  B fuebir d s  presented  by  one 

ofthi - - - -  —  '  "  - - ” - 


most  successful  Bluebird  experts  in  New  Engl  and  .  Li  1  i  an~ 

les,  past  President  of  the  National  Bluebird  Society  wTl! 

lecture,  slide  and  video  presentation,  and  question  and 


Lund  Fi 

offer  a 


answer  session  for  everyone  who  wants  to  attract  Bluebirds,  or 
had  Bluebirds  but  for  some  reason,  have  not  had  them 


who  has 
retur n  . 
and  who 


You  can  learn  how  to  start  an  "official"  Bluebird  Trail, 
to  contact  to  have  them  banded. 


FREE  BLUEBIRD  NESTING  BOXES! 

Free  Bluebird  nesting  boxes  will  be  available.  The  workshop  also 
includes  a  light  lunch.  A  five  dollar  fee  will  cover  the  expense 
of  the  lecture  and  lunch.  It  is  tax  deductible. 

LXLLATION:  Massey  Farm,  Brookline,  Vt .  Call  365-4716  for 
directions  and  reservations. 


Been  invited  for  two  years 
to  this  beautiful  Bed  & 
Breakfast  Massey  Farm  in 
Brookline,  Vermont  to  do  a 
^Bluebird  lecture  &  works  hop, 


After  a  bluebird  lecture  v/e 
all  went  into  barn  and  made 
bluebird  boxes.  Here  is 
Penny  and  her  husband  &  bro 


ther  put  tin. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


TRIP  LEADERS:  Bill  and  May  Harris 
Phone:  ( 603 )-881 -9639 

(GIVE  US  A  CALL  TO  REPORT  ANY  INTERESTING  BIRD  SIGHTINGS) 


This  year  we  will  meet  again  to  do  our  very  popular  local  birdwalk  starting  on 
Scribner  Hill  and  continuing  to  Massapoag.  Bluebirds,  of  course,  are 
uppermost  on  our  minds,  but  we  will  never  turn  down  such  goodies  as  field 
sparrow,  chipping  sparrow,  brown  thrasher,  northern  oriole,  bank  swallow,  and 
we'll  "take"  all  the  warblers  we  can! 

Meet  at  Lillian  Files  home  on  the  very  top  of  Scribner  Hill  Road  in  Tyngsboro 
at  8:30  AM. 


P.  O.  Box  87 


Tyncsboro,  Massachusetts  01879 


April  1989 


Dear  Member: 

End  of  a  strange  winter.  We  missed  those  beautiful  winter 
days  with  bright  sunshine  on  sparkling  new  snow.  But  driving 
and  getting  around  was  not  much  of  a  problem  this  year,  and 
we  are  all  grateful  for  that. 

The  birds  are  back!  I  saw  4  robbins  in  my  back  yard  on 
March  22,  Judy  said  she  saw  several  on  the  18th.  What 
about  you? 

This  brings  me  to  the  topic  of  the  April  meeting: 


BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS 


Our  own  Lillian  Files  is  certainly  no  stranger  to  local 
people.  She  has  put  a  lot  of  time  and  effort  into  attracting 
this  almost  extinct  bird,  and  has  successfully  brought  it 
back  to  this  area.  She  has  earned  a  lot  of  recognition  for 
her  work  -  and  rightly  so. 

Lillian  will  show  her  slides  and  tell  us  about  her  work  -  and 
if  you  have  a  little  bit  of  an  open  field  -  maybe  you  can  go 
home  with  a  Bluebird-house  and  start  watching  these  beautiful 
little  birds  right  on  our  own  property. 

The  meeting  is  as  usual  at  the  Sarah  Tyng  Winslow  Schoolhouse 
on  Rte.  113  in  Dunstable. 

» 

Cross  off  Friday  April  21  at  7:30  on  your  calendar. 

Come  and  bring  a  friend. 


Refreshments  will  be  served. 


Sincerely  yours 


P.S.  The  STrawberry  Festival  is  on 
for  June  24th  and  promises  to  be  better 
Than  ever! ! !  We  will  have  music  by  our 
very  own  Dunstable  Ensemble.  Right 
now  I  need  someone  to  work  with  Sue 
Psaledakis  scouting  Antique/Craft 
Dealers . 

Any  Volunteers?  Call  me  649-9010 
or  Sue,  649-6005.  This  is  not  a  huge  job 
especially  with  Sue  to  work  with,  but  it 
needs  to  be  done  NOW.  Thanks. 


Berit  H.  Pepin 
Corresponding  Secretary 


WILLIAM  TELL  SEZ.  THE  NEWS,  Monday,  May  1, 198? 


Tell  City,  Indiana 


Have  you  seen  any  bluebir 


When  Mrs.  S.  and  I  com¬ 
pleted  our  home  on  Blum 
Street  near  Eleventh 
and  moved  into  it  more  than  40  years 
ago,  we  used  to  see  some  bluebirds. 
As  the  years  went  by  we  saw  less 
and  less  of  them  and  in  recent  years 
we  can’t  remember  seeing  a  single 
one.  Does  anyone  in  this  area  see  an 
occasional  bluebird? 

A  few  years  ago  a  couple,  Barbara 
and  Gordon  Seavey,  very  good 
friends  of  ours  and  former 
newspaper  publishers  of  Belmont, 
Mass.,  now  residents  of  Westford, 
Mass.,  also  great  bird  lovers,  sent  us 
a  copy  of  an  article  Gordon  wrote  for 
the  Lowell  (Mass.)  Sun  which  dealt 
I  with  this  very  subject— the  disap¬ 
pearance  of  blubirds  from  their 
| area. 

Although  it  also  dealt  with  people 
I  who  were  trying  and  succeeding  in 
bringing  back  the  beautifully 
colored  winged  creatures. 
Dimensionally  correct  boxes  are 
necessary.  The  entrance  hole  must 
be  exactly  one  and  one-half  inches  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  unwanted 
competitors,  mostly  starlings  and 
house  sparrows.  Unusual  in  these 
days,  Gordon’s  story  explains  that 
one  enthusiastic  bird  lover,  Mrs. 


EDGAR 

SCHERGENS 

Editor  Emeritus 

E.  W.  Schergens  It  a' 
lifelong  resident  of  Parry 
County.  His  sddrsss  Is 
P.O.  Box  398,  Tell  City, 
IN  47586. 


Lillian  Files,  has  successfully 
“raised”  bluebirds  the  past  three 
decades. 

The  bluebird  is  one  of  the  best¬ 
loved  of  all  our  songbirds,  but  few 
get  to  see  one.  Its  bright  colors  and 
“song  of  happiness”  bring  joy  to  all 
who  see  and  watch  the  antics  of  this 
small  creature  of  the  field  and  sky. 
They  are  scarce.  According  to 
Gordon,  the  naturalist  Henry  David 
Thoreau  wrote  180  years  ago  that  it 
“carries  the  sky  on  its  back  and  the 
earth  on  its  breast.” 

The  song  of  the  bluebird  is  a 
delicate  purling  warble  which  seems 
to  say,  “Dear,  dear.  Think  of  it, 
think  of  it.”  They  are  considered  the 
first  sign  of  spring  when  they  arrive 
and  are  a  symbol  of  love,  hope  and| 
happiness. 

Young  people  perhaps  have  never 
seen  a  blubird,  once  so  common  50 


years  ago.  Now,  even  avid  bird¬ 
watchers  rarely  get  a  glimpse  of  this 
cheerful  feathered  friend  in  the 
parts  any  more.  Its  nesting  place  ii 
the  past  have  been  mostly  in  hollowsl 
in  apple  trees.  Pesticides  have! 
reduced  the  population,  it  is 
believed.  These  birds  have  a  gentle 
disposition  and  are  not  fighters. 
Related  to  the  robin,  but  only  seven 
inches  long  including  tail  feathers, 
they  are  too  timid  to  fight  off  | 
competition  from  sparrows,  wrens, 
and  starlings  as  they  compete  for 
nesting  space  in  the  early  spring. 

I’ll  repeat  my  above  query.  Does 
anyone  have  any  information  about 
bluebirds  in  our  area?  Seen  any 
lately?  If  so,  send  me  a  note  or  give 
me  a  call.  I’d  like  to  send  the  in? 
formation  on  to  our  friends 
Westford. 
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LiMimHi^parroweggsfor 

first  time  on  her  own  trail. 


Larry  Zelany  on  his  trail. 
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Picture  of  a  Common  Ter 
taken  by  Mike  Pigeon  of 
the  Lowell  Sun.  Won  it 
at  TBS  raffle  table. 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

CALENDAR  OF  PROGRAMS 
1989 

THE  COMMON  LOON - PAUL  REZENDES 


PAUL  REZENDES  OF  SO.  ROYALSTON ,  MA,  A  NATURALIST  GUIDE  AND 
PHOTOGRAPHER  WILL  BE  PRESENTING  THIS  INSPIRING  PORTRAIT  OF 
THE  LOON.  HAVING  BEEN  LOON  WARDEN  AT  QUABBIN  RESERVOIR  PAUL 
HAS  AN  INTIMATE  KNOWLEDGE  OF  THE  LOONS'  FASCINATING  BEHAVIOR. 
THIS  SLIDE  SHOW  IS  INFORMATIVE  OF  THE  LOONS  SLOW  RETURN  TO 
MASSACHUSETTS . 


APRIL  6  WILD  FLOWERS  OF  NEW  ENGLAND - JEAN  T,  BURMEYER 

JEAN  T.  BURMEYER  OF  HARVARD,  WELL  KNOWN  PHOTOGRAPHER,  LECTURER 
AND  TEACHER,  WHOSE  WORK  APPEARS  IN  MANY  JOURNALS-  AND  BOOKS  WILL 
FEATURE  A  SLIDE  PRESENTATION  OF  MANY  WILDFLOWERS  FOUND  IN  NEW 
ENGLAND  SHOWING  THE  ENTIRE  PLANT  AND  ITS  HABITAT.  JEAN  GIVES 
THE  COMMON  NAME  AND  INTERESTING  FACTS  ABOUT  EACH  FLOWER.  ENDING 
WITH  MUSICAL  BACKGROUND  TO  HER  FAVORITE  FLOWERS. 

may  f  OUT  ON  A  LIMB- - DONALD  AND  LILLIAN  STOKES 

DONALD  AND  LILLIAN  STOKES  OF  CARLISLE  ARE  WELL  KNOWN  AUTHORS  OF 
NATURE  GUIDE  SERIES  STOKES  NATURE  GUIDES  INCLUDING  THREE  VOLUMNS 
OF  A  GUIDE  TO  BIRD  BEHAVIOR.  THEY  ALSO  WRITE  A  COLUMN  FOR  BIRD 
m  WATCHERS  DIGEST.  THEY  ALSO  DO  ARTICLES  APPEARING  IN  CORNELL  LAB. 

OF  ORNITHOLOGY'S  LIVING  BIRD  QUARTERLY.  THEY  WILL  SHARE  INSIGHTS 
ON  FASCINATING  BEHAVIOR  OF  BACKYARD  BIRDS  IN  THEIR  SLIDE  PRESENTA¬ 
TION. 


SEPTEMBER  7  MEET  THE  GREBES,  THE  GREAT  BLUE  HERON  STORY-WALTER  BERLERT 

WALTER  BERLET,  ONE  OF  THE  COUNTRY’S  FINEST  WILDLIFE  CINEMATO¬ 
GRAPHERS  HAS  OVER  30  YEARS  OF  FILMING  EXPERIENCES  IN  VARIOUS 
PARTS  OF  THE  WORKD.  WALTER  HAS  PRODUCED  A  UNIQUE  QUALITY  IN  HIS 
FILMING  ARTISTRY.  THE  BERLETS  TRAVELED  FAR  FOR  THE  FOOTAGE  ON 
GREBES.  WATCH  THEM  RUN  ON  WATER  AS  THEY  COURT.  WATCH  THE  HERONS 
COURTING,  BUILDING  NESTS,  AND  RAISING  YOUNG.  MANY  OTHER  SPECIES 
WILL  BE  INCLUDED  IN  THIS  FILM. 

OCTOBER  5  A  MEETING  OF  THE  WATERS - LES  CAMPBELL 


LES  CAMPBELL  OF  BELCHERTOWN  IS  ONE  OF  THE  BEST  KNOWN  NATURE 
PHOTOGRAPHERS  IN  OUR  AREA.  HIS  MOST  RECENT  AWARD  WAS  PRESENTED 
FROM  THE  PHOTOGRAPHIC  SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA.  HE  RECEIVED  "THE 
APPRECIATION  AWARD"  WHICH  IS  THE  HIGHEST  RECOGNITION  OF  A  MEMBER 
OF  THIS  SOCIETY.  YOU'LL  BE  FASCINATED  BY  THIS  AUDIO  VISUAL  SLIDE 
PRESENTATION  STORY  OF  "QUABBIN"  RESERVOIR  AN  INDIAN  NAME  MEANING 
"MANY  WATERS". 

J|CEMBER  2  POT  POURI  NIGHT - - - CLUB  MEMBERS  AND  FRIENDS 

HELP  US  CELEBRATE  OUR  ANNUAL  POT  POURRI  MEETING  BY  BRINGING  IN 
SLIDES,  PRINTS,  POETRY,  ARTICLES,  INFORMATION  ETC.,  TO  SHARE  WITH 
US  ON  ANY  NATURE  ORIENTED  SUBJECT.  DO  ATTEND! 


Tyngsborough  -  Dunstable 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 


1988  -  1989 
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P.  KR1ZAN 


Tyngsboro-Dunstable  Historical  Society’s 
1790  Old  Winslow  Schoolhouse 
Route  113,  Duns'able,  Mass. 
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3^) luebirds  stand 
for  happiness. 
The  special  kind 
you've  brought, 
|So  thanks  so  much 
for  what  you  did1 
And  thank  you 
for  the  thought! 
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TGBO-STUDENTS  in  Miss  Laurie’s  class  with  Mrs.  Lillian  Files. 


Second  graders  hear  talk 
on  saving  the  bluebird 


i _ > 


TGBO-Mrs.  Lillian  Files  gave  her 
“Save  the  Bluebird  Program”  to  all  se¬ 
cond  grade  students  in  the  Winslow  and 
Lakeview  Schools.  This  program  tied  in 
with  their  curriculum  as  the  students 
have  been  studying  birds  in  their  science 
class.  The  program  included  a  20  minute 
video  on  the  life  cycle  of  the  bluebird. 
Mrs.  Files  brought  a  bluebird  nest,  a 
bluebird  house,  and  eggs  that  had  not 
hatched  to  show  the  students.  Some  of 
the  students  brought  in  abandoned  nests 
for  her  to  identify.  The  students  were  ex¬ 
cited  about  this  program  and  asked  Mrs. 
Files  many  interesting  questions  follow¬ 
ing  the  program.  Each  student  was  given 
plans  to  make  a  bluebird  house  and  a 
oicture  of  a  bluebird  family  to  color.  She 


told  the  students  they  could  help  save  the 
bluebirds  by  building  homes  for  them 
and  thereby  encouraging  them  to  nest 
here. 

Files  has  had  bluebirds  nesting  in  her 
yard  for  the  past  45  years  and  has  been 
an  avid  bluebird  enthusiast  for  the  past 
10  years.  She  is  the  past  president  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society  and 
past  program  chairman  for  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society. 

The  Littlefield  Library  provided  many 
beautiful  books  for  the  students  to  read 
in  preparation  for  and  as  a  follow  up  to 
this  program.  The  favorite  book  was 
Bluebirds  Seven. 

This  program  was  one  in  a  series  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Tyngsboro  P.T.S.O.  Arts 
and  Enrichment  Committee 
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Tyngsborough  Bird  Society 
meet  Thurs.,  May  4 


f  ed  beginning  at  the  Files 
home.  Windswept  Acres, 
on  Scribner  Hill  in 
Tyngsborough. 
Bluebirds  reside  here  as 
well  as  chipping  spar¬ 
rows,  brown  thrasher, 
northern  oriole,  and 
swallows.  The  walk  will 
|  continue  down  to 
Massapoag  Pond  in 
Dunstable  to  see  more 
swallows  and  warblers. 
Meet  at  the  Files  home  at 
8:30  a.m. 

/  On  May  14  the  Har¬ 
rises  plan  a  Mothers  Day 
trip  to  Mount  Auburn 
Cemetery  in  Cambridge 
and  Watertown,  one  of 
the  best  birding  locations 
in  eastern  Massachusetts. 
Four  ponds  and  miles  of 
footpaths  and  auto  roads 
make  this  place  a  gem  in 
the  month  of  May,  accor¬ 
ding  to  the  Harrises. 
Meet  at  the  Caldor  park¬ 
ing  lot  in  Chelmsford  at 
8:15  a.m.  Dress  warmly, 
bring  lunch,  bird  book, 

—  and  binoculars.  For  fur- 

■  ther  info,  call  the  Har- 

■  rises  at  (603)881-9639. 

The  club’s  monthly 
I  meetings  take  place  in  the 
I  Dunstable  Congrega- 
I  tional  Church  on  route 
I  113  in  Dunstable  center 
I  just  5  minutes  from  route 
I  3.  The  public  is  welcome 
I  to  attend.  A  donation  at 
I  the  door  is  suggested. 
I  Refreshments  are  served 
I  following  the  program. 


T  G  B  O  -  T  h  e 

Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  will  host  “Out  on 
a  Limb’’  by  Donald  and 
Lillian  Stokes  on  May  4 
at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Dunstable  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church. 

The  Stokes  of  Carlisle 
are  well  known  authors 
of  the  Stokes  Nature 
Guides  which  include 
three  volumes  of  bird 
behavior.  They  write  a 
monthly  column  for  Bird 
Watchers  Digest,  and 
have  contributed  articles 
to  Living  Bird  Quarterly, 
published  by  the  Cornell 
University  Laboratory  of 
Ornithology.  Their  slides 
presentation  to  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  will  share  their  in¬ 
sights  into  the  fascinating 
behavior  of  backyard 
birds. 

f  The  club’s  birdwalk 
leaders.  Bill  and  May 
Harris,  plan  two  outings 
jin  May.  On  May  13  a 
local  birdwatch  is  plann- 


Chelmsford 

Land  Conservation  Trust 

Annual  Meeting 

■ 

May  15,  1989 
8:00  PM 

Carriage  House  Adams  Library 


Program:  Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds 


Lillian  Files 


Past  President,  American  Bluebird  Society 


Annual 
Conservation  Trust,  May  15 


CMFD-How  many  of 
us  here  in  New  England 
have  seen  a  bluebird 
recently?  They  are  one  of 
the  best  loved  of  all  our 
songbirds  and  yet  few  get 
to  see  them.  Fifty  years 
ago  bluebirds  were 
among  the  most  common 
songbirds  in  North 
America.  In  Colonial 
times  they  were  the  first 
sign  of  spring.  They  are 
in  jeopardy  primarily 
because  they  cannot  find 
enough  places  to  breed 
successfully.  They  insist 
on  nesting  in  either 
natural  or  artificial 
enclosures.  Dead  trees 
and  wooden  fence  posts 
that  provide  nesting 
cavities  in  earlier  times 
are  disappearing. 
Habitat  of  open  fields 
and  orchards  conducive 
to  bluebird  nexting  is 
shrinking  rapidly  or  has 
been  contaminated  by  the 
use  of  pesticides.  They 
also  must  compete  for 
nesting  sites  with  the 
agressive  house  sparrows 
and  starlings,  and  these 
alien  birds  have  taken 
most  of  the  natural 
cavities  which  the 
bluebirds  use.  Fortunate¬ 
ly,  we  have  the  ability  to 
reverse  this  alarming 


trend. 

Annual  Meeting 
May  15 

At  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Chelmsford  Land 
Conservation  Trust, 
Lillian  Lund  Files  will 
present  her  program  “Br- 
/  ing  Back  the  Bluebirds.” 
Mrs.  Files  is  a  past  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird 
Society  and  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 
and  has  been  lecturing  on 
Bluebirds  for  many  years 
throughout  New 
England.  She  maintains 
and  monitors  an  exten¬ 
sive  bluebird  trail  and  has 
had  bluebirds  on  her  pro¬ 
perty  in  Tyngsboro  for  45 
years.  Her  slide  program 
will  explain  the  plight  of 
the  bluebird  as  well  as  of¬ 
fer  good  effective 
bluebird  conservation. 

^ Public  Invited 

The  meeting  will  be 
held  Monday,  May  15  at 
8  p.m.  at  the  Adams 
Library  Carriage  House 
and  an  invitation  is  ex¬ 
tended  to  all  those  in¬ 
terested  in  the  bluebird 
and  learning  how  they 
may  help  to  bring  them 
back. 

The  Chelmsford  Land 
Conservation  Trust  is  a 


charitable  organization 
whose  primary  purpose  is 
local  land  conservation. 
The  organization! 
presently  owns  approx¬ 
imately  56  acres  ini 
Chelmsford  and  all  arel 
donations  of  concerned] 
citizens  who  wanted  these! 
various  parcels  preserved! 
in  their  natural  state. 
Though  privately  owned  | 
by  the  Trust,  these  lands, 
part  of  Chelmsford’s 
rural  heritage,  are| 
preserved  for  the  benefit  j 
of  all  the  residents  ofl 
Chelmsford.  Anyone  in-| 
terested  in  donating  land] 
to  be  naturally  preserved 
should  contact  June 
Cook,  President  of  the | 
Trust.  i 

Membership  in  t he | 
Trust  is  open  to  anyone 
who  wishes  to  support 
the  purpose  of  the  Trust. 
Annual  dues  are  only  $10 
individual,  $15  family  or 
contributing  member,  or 
$25  patron.  A  lifetime 
membership  is  $150.  All  | 
may  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
Gardner  D.  Cook,  221 
Bentley  Lane.  Member¬ 
ship  dues  make  it  possible 
for  the  Trust  to  manage 
the  various  parcels  ofl 
land. 


HAPPINESS 


IS  OL 


BLUEBlfD 


Ml  your 

Q\jJIL  J 


Whf  * 


Doug  Quinn  of  Ashburnham 
doing  such  a  good  job  pro¬ 
moting  bluebirds r^ot  him  on 
NABS  Board  of  Dirctors 


CARLYLE  PLACE 


A  new  perspective  in  private,  personalized  care. 
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40  Route  101 

Bedford,  New  Hampshire  03102 
(603)  472-2000 

Developed  by  The  Courville  Company. 


In  June  of  1989  a  lady  brought 
me  this  juvenile  male  bluebird. 
It  had  been  caught  by  a  cat  who 
had  punctured  its  lung.  It  had 
been  imprinted  on  a  human  being 
so  much  it  took  almost  a  month 
before  he  could  eat  by  himself. 
He  flew  all  around  my  room  ap¬ 
parently  very  tame  as  these  pic¬ 
tures  show.  Bill  Harris,  our 
TBS  birdleader  came  in  and  was 
looking  up  bluebirds  in  my  bird 
book  and  he  landed  right  on  the 
bluebird  page;  He  was  probably 
8  weeks  old  when  I  got  him. 


w 

A  d 

Since  Lauren  lives  only 
down  the  street  from  me, 

J»d  go  down  around  7:00  A .M 
to  video  tape  him  before  he 
went  out  for  the  day. 


I»d  end  up  having  tea  v/ith 
Lily  flying  around  while 
the  family  ate  breakfast. 
They  named  him  Lily  after 
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Lily  became  quite  a  pet  in 
the  4  months  he  was  around. 
By  the  time  he  migrated  he 
was  a  beautiful  male  bluebird, 


Regina  Drugan  of  Nashua,  IT. 
a  member  of  TBS  overwhelmed 
me  by  presenting  me  this 
beautiful  crewel  embroidery 


BLUE  BIRD’S  HAVEN 

adapted  from  a  design  by  ©Roger  Tory  Peterson 


Crewel  Embroidery 


Animals  in  Peril 


By  Mark  Jerome  Walter* 


The  Good,  the  Bad,  and  the  Ugly 


The  bluebird’s  fate 
shows  how  human 
perceptions  can  make 
or  break  a  species. 


According  to  Lillian  Files,  the  Blue¬ 
bird  Lady  of  New  England,  Americans 
are  of  two  types:  those  who’ve  seen  a  blue¬ 
bird  and  those  who  haven’t.  “The  unfor¬ 
tunate  latter  group  is  usually  under  age 
40,”  she  says,  spinning  off  her  knowledge 
in  free-verse  form,  “because  bluebirds 
were  pretty  rare  by  the  time  they  were 
born.  Poor  little  bluebirds.  Poor  people! 

“In  the  spring  of  1954 1  was  working 
my  garden  in  northern  Massachusetts, 
against  the  backdrop  of  the  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  mountains,  and  this  small,  electric 
blue  and  russet  bird  perched  on  my  fence,” 
she  recounts.  “I  told  the  neighbors  about 
it,  and  the  next  thing  I  knew,  people  from 
all  over  were  dropping  by  my  house.  ‘Don’t 
you  know  you  have  a  rare  bird  in  your 
yard?’  they’d  say.  Then  I  realized  I  had 
been  chosen.  Anybody  with  a  bluebird 
in  their  yard  feels  special— godparents 
wherever  they  are.” 

According  to  Files,  former  president 
of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society, 
“Bluebirds  are  so  gentle,  good-natured, 
and  loveable.  Unlike  most  other  birds, 
when  the  young  grow  up,  they  often  stay 
around  to  help  their  parents  feed  the  next 
brood.  They  have  a  wonderful  warbling 
song.  People  love  bluebirds  because  they 
live  as  we  would  like  to.” 

And  so  it  is  that  we  approach  many 
animals -falling  in  love  with  those  that 
remind  us  of  what  we  should  be,  rejecting 
those  that  remind  us  of  who  we  are. 


Certain  animals  also  speak  to  our 
3  sense  of  nostalgia  or  our  aspirations. 

[  When  English  colonists  came  to  America, 
\  they,  too,  loved  the  bluebird,  then  as 
]  common  a  sight  as  starlings  are  today. 

|  Settlers  called  it  the  blue  robin,  because 
|  it  resembled  the  robins  in  England.  One 
^  of  the  first  birds  to  return  to  New  England 
~  i  after  wintering  in  the  south,  the  bluebird 
i  heralded  springtime,  and  so  it  became  a 
j  bird  of  hope,  happiness,  and  renewal, 
i  With  a  blue  back,  reddish  breast,  and 
white  underbelly,  it  also  came  to  be  a 
patriotic  symbol.  Its  imagery  in  song  is 
legendary:  somewhere  over  the  rainbow 
you  most  definitely  won’t  find  a  crow. 

Even  though  the  bluebird  so  captured 
the  hearts  of  people,  its  existence  was 
once  seriously  jeopardized.  By  the  1940s, 
the  bird  fell  victim  to  DDT.  It  lost  nesting 
cavities  as  woodpecker-renovated  timber 
fence  posts  were  replaced  by  metal  ones. 
And  many  of  the  short-grass  prairies 
where  the  bluebird  fed  vanished  with  the 
buffalo.  But  over  the  last  two  decades,  the 
bluebird  has  steadily  recovered  through¬ 
out  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
Although  still  rare  in  urban  areas,  they 
are  becoming  more  common  in  rural 
open  fields -a  remarkable  turnabout 
prompted,  in  part,  by  people  erecting 
thousands  of  specially  designed  bluebird 
nesting  boxes  around  the  country. 

The  bluebird  has  never  been  listed  as 
threatened  or  endangered.  Not  a  dollar  of 
federal  funding  has  gone  into  its  preser¬ 
vation.  No  elaborate  press  conferences 
have  announced  its  return.  Indeed,  no 
such  hype  was  needed:  the  bluebird  so 
touched  a  sensitivity  that  people,  working 
largely  as  individuals,  have  made  small 
contributions  by  setting  up  nest  boxes 
along  so-called  bluebird  trails -paths  of 
boxes  in  open  fields  and  farms.  One  trail 
in  Canada  stretches  nearly  2,000  miles 
between  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan,  and 
includes  more  than  7,000  nesting  boxes 
that  produce  some  10,000  young  bluebirds 
every  year.  The  setting  up  of  bluebird 
trails  is  loosely  coordinated  by  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society,  in  Silver 
Spring,  Maryland.  These  efforts,  along 
with  the  banning  of  DDT  in  1972,  have 
enabled  the  bluebird  population  to  creep 
upward,  if  only  by  just  1  percent  a  year. 

If  people  have  generally  felt  helpless 
in  the  face  of  a  declining  species,  then 


the  bluebird  has  offered  a  rare  chance  to 
do  something.  Just  about  anyone  who 
knows  of  a  few  acres  of  open  field— and 
a  willing  owner— can  help.  Such  acts  are 
a  manageable  payback:  we  have  destroyed 
the  places  that  animals  live  little  by  little. 
The  most  feasible  way  to  rebuild  them  is 
on  a  similar  scale -planting  a  tree,  using 
a  little  less  water  in  our  homes,  or  setting 
up  a  bluebird  box. 

But  the  question  remains  whether  or 
not  we  will  translate  our  bluebird-preser¬ 
vation  experience  to  grassroots  work  on 
other  species.  As  children  we  learn  the 
parables  of  life  from  animals -Walt 
Disney’s  innocent  Dumbo  or  vulnerable 
Bambi ,  and  the  heartless  wolf  in  Little  Red 
Riding  Hood.  As  adults  we  continue  to 
see  animals  as  mirrors  of  life’s  larger 
ideals  and  evils.  This  is  great  for  the  blue¬ 
bird,  which  can  do  no  wrong,  but  unfor¬ 
tunate  for  the  vulture,  whose  ecological 
contribution  is  lost  behind  its  haggard  face. 

Over  the  long  term,  our  tastes  often 
act  as  selective  forces  of  evolution  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  animals  that  appeal  to  us  and  to 
destroy  or  change  those  that  do  not.  In 
the  Lower  Forty-Eight,  aggressive  bald 
eagles  were  eliminated  by  shotgun;  today, 
a  species  that  once  confronted  humans 
now  uses  its  powerful  wings  to  flee  from 
us.  Bluebirds  today  may  well  be  more 
people-oriented  and  “desirable”  than  the 
retiring  ones  of  a  century  ago.  Wherever 
humans  and  animals  come  into  frequent 
contact,  we  tend  to  indirectly  remold 
them  to  our  own  liking. 

Every  conservationist  knows  that  if 
you  want  to  save  a  bird,  it  better  have 
public-relations  skills.  A  graceful  one, 
such  as  a  swan,  is  easier  to  save  than  a 
clumsy  one,  such  as  the  dodo.  Big,  sad 
eyes  help.  One  that  sings  is  a  better  bet 
than  one  that  squawks.  Woe  to  the  black, 
loud-mouth  crow,  if  it  ever  becomes  en¬ 
dangered,  for  it  may  have  already 
alienated  itself  from  the  public. 

The  bluebird,  the  crow,  and  the  vul¬ 
ture:  the  good,  the  bad,  and  the  ugly.  The 
bluebird  has  it  all  — a  sweet  voice,  good 
looks,  and  a  charming  disposition.  If  only 
all  the  birds  of  the  Earth  had  been  born 
with  qualities  to  make  them  worth  saving. 

Mark  Jerome  Walters  recently  traveled 
to  California  to  study  the  effects  ofdriftnets  on 
marine  mammals  and  sea  birds. 
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By  Brad  Goldstein 
Eagle-Tribune  Writer 

ANDOVER  —  The  students 
have  left  for  summer  vacation,  but 
Phillips  Academy  has  four,  bright¬ 
eyed  additions  to  its  spacious  cam¬ 
pus. 

Thanks  to  biology  teacher  Mark 
Koolen  and  37  other  avid  academy 
birders,  the  prestigious  preparato¬ 
ry  school  has  a  nest  full  of 
bluebirds. 

“This  is  a  big  event  for  bird¬ 
ers,”  said  Mr.  Koolen  of  his  new 
plumed  neighbors.  “No  one  has 
seen  or  heard  of  a  nesting  pair  (in 
Andover)  since  the  1960s.” 

Mr.  Koolen  and  company  built 
78  specially  designed  bluebird 

is  to  apples. 

“I’ve  been  in  bluebird  work  for 
more  than  30  years,”  she  said. 

Mrs.  Files  provided  the 
blueprint  for  the  Phillips  Academy 
birdhouses. 

“I’ve  built  114,”  she  said.  “I 
have  put  them  in  cemeteries,  in 
golf  courses,  farmer’s  property.” 

When  she  is  not  placing  her  cus¬ 
tom-designed  homes  around  the 
Merrimack  Valley,  Mrs.  Files  lec¬ 
tures  around  New  England. 

When  told  about  Phillips  Acade¬ 
my’s  new  bluebird  family,  Mrs. 
Files  became  excited. 

“I  always  feel  like  the  godpa¬ 
rent,”  she  said.  “You  feel  as  if 
they’re  one  of  your  own.” 


houses  and  scattered  them  around 
the  Phillips  Academy  campus. 

“Bluebirds  like  an  entrance 
hole  that  is  an  inch  and  a  half,”  he 
said.  “They  like  a  feeling  of  securi¬ 
ty.  They  like  to  squeeze  into 
home.” 

Noted  for  its  deep  blue  color 
and  its  song,  the  North  American 
bluebird  (Sailia  to  the  true  ornitho¬ 
logist)  has  become  a  victim  of  sub¬ 
urban  expansion. 

“They  used  to  nest  in  the  old 
post  and  rail  fences,”  said  Mr. 
Koolen.  “Those  have  been  re¬ 
placed  by  metal  ones,  which  are 
cheaper  to  install  and  deadly  to 
bluebirds.” 

The  sparrow-sized  bird  used  to 
be  found  in  the  open  fields,  pastur¬ 


es  ana  apple  orchards  that  once 
dotted  the  New  England  country¬ 
side./ 

As  open  space  became  more 
scarce  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
the  birds  migrated  to  the  south  and 
west. 

Mr.  Koolen  said  his  interest  in 
bluebirds  started  a  year  ago,  when 
he  heard  Lillian  Files  of  Tyngsbo- 
ro  give  a  lecture  at  the  Andover 
Garden  Club. 

Known  as  “The  Bluebird  Lady” 

—  a  title  she  proudly  displays  on 
the  vanity  plate  attached  to  her 
Chrysler  LeBaron  station  wagon 

—  Mrs.  Files  is  one  of  the  leading 
bluebird  experts  in  the  area. 

Indeed,  Mrs.  Files  is  to 
bluebirds  what  Johnny  Appleseed 


r 


At  home:  A  bluebird  at  Phillips  Academy. 


1988  Speakers  Bureau  Report 


Jerry  Newman 

Ninety  speakers  returned  their  report  forms  for  1988,  an  increase  of  50%  over 
1987.  Without  the  dedication  of  these  volunteers,  who  by  the  way  are  not  profession¬ 
al  speakers,  there  would  be  a  lot  fewer  bluebirds  for  every  -»e  to  enjoy  because, 
through  their  programs,  they’re  getting  others  involved. 

Last  year  the  “Types  of  Organizations”  were  broken  do 
year  there  were  82  groups  ranging  from  AARP  Senior  Citize 
list  contains  almost  every  type  of  organization/club  in  the  l 
82  groups  represent  415  programs  put  on  by  the  speakers,  an 
1987.  This  is  an  average  of  5.3  per  active  speaker  (1 1  speaker 
for  1988),  down  slightly  from  last  year,  but  still  impressive. 

Estimated  total  attendance  at  the  415  programs  was  2' 
age  categories  represented.  An  impressive  number  of  peoplr 
plight  of  the  bluebird;  we  can  only  hope  that  many  of  them  ill  follow  up  on  it.  Be¬ 
sides  presenting  slide  programs  21  speakers  participated  in  14  radio  and  18  tele¬ 
vision  programs  and  1  movie  in  1988.  Like  “Ma  Bell”  they  are  reaching  out  and 
touching  someone. 

In  1988,  45  people  rented  the  NABS  slide  program  and  five  rented  the  video 
cavity  nester  program.  Their  audiences  covered  a  wide  range  of  groups,  clubs,  and 
organizations  and  most  were  well  attended.  Our  thanks  goes  out  to  the  individuals 
who  took  the  time  and  effort  to  rent  the  slides  and  put  on  each  program. 

The  total  number  of  states  reporting  (Table  1)  was  31,  an  increase  of  eight 
states  over  1987,  up  34.7%,  while  the  Canadian  provinces  reporting  increased  from 
one  to  two.  Illinois  took  over  first  place  from  New  York  with  14  speakers  reporting.  I 
also  heard  from  Tommy  Outerbridge  in  Bermuda  and  although  Tommy  had  no  pro¬ 
grams  to  report  I’m  sure  that  with  him  back  in  Bermuda  this  will  change  for  1989. 
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Table  1.  1988  Total  Speakers  by  State/Province. 


BDA  -  1 

CNA  - 1 

CNO-3 

(err  .?) 

FL  -  2 

GA-4 

IA  -2 

IL  -14 

IN  -1 

LA  -1 

(MA-1J 

MD-  6 

Ml  -1 

MN-3 

MS-  2 

MT  -1 

NC  -  1 

>nrr 

NY  - 12 

ojtb^ 

OK  -1 

PA  - 11 

SD  -1 

TN  -1 

TX  -1 

VA  -  4 

(yr^v 

WA- 1 

WV-  1 

Bermuda 

Total  Speakers 

(90) 

Alberta,  Canada 

Total 

States  Reporting 

(31) 

Ontario,  Canada 

Total 

1  Provinces  Reporting 

(2) 

Besides  the  normal  speaking  engagements,  listed  below  are  some  of  the  extra 
efforts  put  forth  by  dedicated  people  along  with  comments  that  I  feel  are  pertinent 
to  the  bluebird  recovery  movement.  Maybe  you’ll  read  something  that  will  give  you 
ideas  to  try  in  your  area. 

Lillian  Lund  Files  of  Tyngsboro,  MA,  traveling  in  a  six  state  area  presented  29 
'programs  with  a  total  of  more  than  1368  people  in  attendance.  Lil  is  a  past  president 
of  NABS  and,  besides  the  above-mentioned  busy  schedule,  she  chairs  the  NABS 
Nominating  Committee.  She  has  already  booked  37  programs  for  1989.  WOW! ! 

A  heartfelt  thank  you  to  all  the  volunteer  speakers.  As  the  North  American  pub¬ 
lic  becomes  ever  more  aware  of  its  environment  we  will  see  an  increase  in  the  blue¬ 
bird  population  because  you  have  enlightened  them.  ■ 


P.O.  Box  53 
Rising  Sun,  MD21911 
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Awards  Presented 


The  North  American  Bluebird  Society  annually  recognizes  bluebirders  who 
have  made  major  contributions  to  bluebird  conservation.  At  the  Twelfth  Annual 
Meeting  in  Missoula,  Montana,  on  8  July  1989,  the  following  were  honored  with 
award  plaques: 

Upstate  New  York  Bluebird  Society 
Lillian  Lund  Files 
Deni  Hershberger 
Mark  Raabe 


Lillian  Lund  Files  has  been  an  active  bluebirder  for  many  years.  She  not  only 
monitors  an  extensive  trail,  but  each  year  she  also  speaks  to  several  dozen  groups 
in  her  home  state  of  Massachusetts  and  nearby  states.  She  was  instrumental  in  get¬ 
ting  the  bluebird  on  the  state  poster  for  the  checkoff  fund,  and  she  has  served  as  a 
consultant  in  the  establishment  of  several  major  trails  for  the  state  or  organiza¬ 
tions. 

She  was  elected  to  the  NABS  board  of  directors,  served  as  president  and  now 
chairs  the  nominating  committee.  Her  enthusiasm  for  and  devotion  to  the  bluebird 
has  made  her  a  leading  force  for  bluebird  conservation  in  New  England. 


Executive  Director  Mary  D.  Janetatosj 
left,  presents  NABS  award  to  Lillian 


TGBO-NABS  AWARD:  Mary  Janetatos  (left) 

ff  C"''V1  Direclor  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  presents  Lillian  Lund  Files  of 
yngsborough  with  a  NABS  award for  outstanding 
contribution  in  bluebird  conservation  at  the  1989 
| annual  meeting  in  Montana.  (NABS  photo) 


|Bluebird  Society  recognizes 
local  resident’s  work 


by  Mary  Ann  Hayward 
TGBO-The  North 
lAmerican  Bluebird 
Society  presented  Lillian 
Lund  Files  with  an  award 
at  the  annual  meeting 
held  in  Montana  this 
summer.  The  award  was 
|given  to  Files  for  her 
outstanding  contribution 
in  bluebird  conservation. 

A  Tyngsborough  resi¬ 
dent,  Files  has  had 
bluebird  on  her  Scribner 
Hill  property  for 
decades.  Although  they 
were  once  more  common 
than  robins  are  bluebirds 
are  now  rare  in  New 
England.  When  she 
realized  the  gentle 
bluebird  needed  help. 
Files  set  out  to  do  just 
that. 

Files  has  always  en¬ 
couraged  interested  peo¬ 
ple  to  visit  her  property  to 
observe  bluebirds 
nesting.  In  doing  so,  she 
has  created  a  demonstra¬ 
tion  trail  to  use  as  a  tool 
impressing  upon  people 
the  importance  of 
monitoring  nesting 
boxes. 

In  addition  to  pro¬ 
viding  access  to  a  work¬ 
ing  trail  on  her  property, 
Files  is  a  sort  of  “Johnny 
Appleseed”  traveling 
New  England  to  lecture 
Ion  bluebird  conserva- 
I  tion.  In  the  first  six  mon- 
I  ths  of  this  year,  she  gave 
36  lectures  to  various 


organizations. 

Files  received  an  award 
in  1983  from  the 
prestigious  Brookline 
Bird  Club  for  her  work  in 
establishing  bluebird 
trails  in  Massachusetts. 
But  this  award  from 
NADS  is  dear  to  her 
heart. 

“When  the  president 
called  to  tell  me  about 
this  award,  I  was  so  ex¬ 
cited,”  she  remarked  en- 
thsiastically,  “They’re 
what  my  work  is  all 
about.” 

“Bluebirds  have 
literally  brought  me  great 
happiness  in  that  they 
have  nested  on  my  pro¬ 
perty  for  over  45  years 
and  through  lecturing  I 
have  met  such  wonderful 
folks,’’  she  added, 
“Bluebirders  are  a 
special  breed  -  the 
greatest!” 

Bluebirds  offer  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  or¬ 
dinary  person  to  do 
something  directly  to  im¬ 
prove  the  environment, 
and  see  tangible  results. 
With  some  endangered 
species,  such  as  the  bald 
eagle,  only  experts  can 
work  to  successfully 
reverse  their  decline.  The 
North  American 
Bluebird  Society  has 
noticed  an  increase  in 

More  On  Page  12 


population  in  the  last  five 
years  as  more  and  more 
nesting  boxes  are  put  up 
and  monitored,  Files 
|  reports. 

“With  all  their  pro- 
Iblems,  they  really  do 
need  human  help,”  she 
said,  “so  I  decided  to 
start  my  own  PR  cam- 
I  paign  to  spread  the  word. 

I  tell  people  to  put  up 

dimensionally-correct 

boxes  in  open  fields,  and 
most  important,  to 
monitor  them.” 

In  addition  to  suffer¬ 
ing  a  population  impact 
from  pesticides,  lost 
nesting  habitat  and 
severe  weather,  the  docile 
bluebird  must  contend 
with  imported,  ag¬ 
gressive  species;  starlings 
and  English  sparrows. 

For  further  informa¬ 
tion  on  how  you,  too,  can 
help  the  bluebird,  contact 
NABS,  Box  6295.  Silver 

Springs,  MD  20906.  To 
arrange  a  lecture  or  to  see 
her  bluebird  trail,  contact 
Files  as  Scribner  Road, 
Tyngsborough,  01879. 


.nencan  <%, 


The  North  American  Bluebird  Society 


For  Outstanding  Contribution 
to  the  Field  of  Bluebird  Conservation 


Presented  to: 


Lillian  Lund 


July  8th,  1989 


NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY  1989  ANNUAL  BLUEBIRD  CONVENTION 


Acceptance  Speech  for  a  NABS  Award 


I  truly  feel  deeply  honored  in  receiving  this  Award  for  Outstanding 
Contribution  to  the  Field  of  Bluebird  Conservation  as  I  don*t  have 
the  fantastic  bluebird  trails  that  some  of  you  folks  here  maintain 
throughout  many  other  regions  of  North  America.  My  trail  consists 
of  only  114  nesting  boxes. 

I  understand  that  this  award  is  for  using  my  own  property  as  a  demon¬ 
stration  tool  to  impress  upon  folks  the  importance  of  monitoring  boxes 
and  for  spreading  the  bluebird  story  like  a  "Jonny  Apples eed"  through¬ 
out  the  six  New  England  states  for  the  past  ten  years.  , 

Have  already  given  36  lectures  since  January  and  have  many  more  sched¬ 
uled  for  this  fall  and  into  1990.  Folks  requesting  lectures  often 'are 
afraid  l»m  not • available  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year  -  not  true. 

As  I  ski,  hike,  canoe  and  just  plain  enjoy  our  New  England  area  in  all 
seasons,  I  can  always '  manage  a  little  "mini-vacation"  for  myself  around 
a  lecture.  Of  course,  1989  so  far  has  been  a  constant  vacation  spread¬ 
ing  the  bluebird  story  around; 

Since  New  England  had  such  a  very  cold  and  rainy  spring,  I  received 
many  phone  calls  concerning  bluebird  problems  between  6:00  to  8:00  A.M. 
and  6:00  to  11:00  P.M.  I  felt  like  a  pediatrician  for  the  bluebirds; 

I  feel  strongly  about  the  importance  of  getting  news  media  attention 
for  the  bluebirds  and  NABS.  I  won»t  let  anyone  interview  me  unless 
they  promise  to  mention  NABS. 

Bluebirds  have  literally  brought  me  great  ’‘happiness"  in  that  they  have 
nested  on  my  property  for  over  45  years  and  through  lecturing  I  have 
met  such  wonderful  folks  throughout  my. own  region,  and,  of  course,  at 
all  of  NABS  conventions.  "Bluebirders"  are  a  special  breed  -  the 
greatest;  Thanks  so  much.  I*m  so  proud  to  receive  this  award. 


MONTANA,  scenes  on  a  Field 
Trip  to  a  Buffalo  Barbeque 
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Won  a  Mountain  Bluebird  plat 
door  prize  at  Banquet. 


—  3 

M  c 


tO 


M 

3 

«  O 

O 

O 

Ml 

o 

So  C 

B 

CO 

cd  o 

Ml 

o 

XJ 

o 

TO 

> 

43 

H  C 

a. 

o 

M 

O  Ml 

o 

r-4 

5-i 

M 

43 

I— 4 

Os 

3 

O 

CO  XJ 

cd 

00 

O 

M 

O  O 

XJ 

a 

Os 

SO 

>4  M 

• 

a 

o 

Ml 

M 

cd 

(A 

cd 

u 

•H 

oo-o 

43 

•k 

o 

(0 

•  o 

54 

nO 

to 

co 


co 


CM  *H 


tfl  54  Ml 

>  no  00  Xi 

a  m  c 

O  U  *H  o  CO 

So  o  43  O  54 

O  <0  <0 

tn  3  i/i  (U 

C  H  13  ^ 

08  TO  43  M 

X  0)  *H  CO 

M  SO  SOjQ  -rl  <d 

O  6  <0  43  M 

TO  *n  o  4-i  C 

c  c  »H  H  o 

08  <0  O^HS 


M  t4 

48  c 

O  00  -U  O 

O  U  G  O 

00  0)  *H  T3 

4J  >  C  <0 

CO  •  cm  (d  08  > 

td  <0  td  43  Cd 

Z  U  5043 

<0  54  00  Cd 

Cd  43  0)  c  no  H 

C  4J  -Q  *H  J-i 

54  G  0) 

O  54  M  • 

Q  Cl  in  ^ 

0  0)0 


>-l  XJ  X)  43 
O  O  c  O 
g  -u  cd  m 
o  a 
to  cd  o 


CM 


z‘g*H's 

O  00  o 
W  T5  M  O 
0  0  3  0, 
>  43  O 
w  cn 
So 

4J  O 


w 


°  *§ 
co  O 
4c3  to  > 

o  o  c 

O  O  *H 

5  as 

r—C  O 


o 


>>43 


so  o 


to 


a, 


o 


oo  cd 

c 

3  o 
o  u 
So  o 

5-1  O  £  U  »M 

o  CM  H  -rl 
M  tO  i-H  SO  43 

O  M  > 
•00X3 
•  r4  U  H  O  to 

00  3  Jo  XJ 


c/j 


a, 

O 

o 

a,  43 

r— ( 

00 

> 

o 

3 

• 

Ml 

cd 

o 

43 

M 

M 

54  r-4 

M 

• 

54 

4J 

H 

O  r-C 

0) 

3 

co 

XJ 

3 

M 

M 

OO  m4 

PJ 

3 

V 

3 

O 

CO 

CO 

54  & 

M 

a 

cd 

So 

O 

• 

m4 

54 

3 

•> 

43 

M 

o 

Ml 

•-4  M 

M 

M 

H 

<0 

<d 

M 

54 

CM 

43 

O 

H 

CO 

X) 

co 

cd 

(0 

M 

CO 

CO 

<o 

54 

o 

XJ 

• 

o 

o 

43  • 

•H 

(0 

& 

3 

g 

o 

XJ 

SO  X 

M  C 

So 

<0 

O 

o 

g 

r-4 

M 

O 

cd  43 

3 

O 

a 

o 

o 

M 

54  Ml 

3 

a 

M 

O 

o 

o  43 

X 

XJ 

O  M 

O 

SO  CM 

cd 

o 

O 

3 

CM  C 

Ml 

g 

M 

o 

cd 

o 

c 

cd 

Cl) 

M 

o 

cd 

CO 

x> 

43 

to  > 

cd 

54 

XJ 

XJ 

f-4 

3 

M 

So 

O  3 

Ml 

CM 

M 

3 

3 

3 

as 

XJ 

td 

54 

3  O 

o 

r-4 

Ml 

cd 

O 

o 

r-i  43 

cd 

cd  U 

o 

(0 

3 

CM 

O 

3 

M 

CO 

> 

co 

o 

O 

CO 

5-1 

0  5-4  0  0 
CM  3  U  r-4 
4> 


cd 


•MO  54  3  54 
m  cd  ?  to  o  cd  *r-i 

Cd  43  C  >  O 

4-  4J  M  o  M4  c  43 

M  *H  a,  C  Ml  M 
co  a  (3 

w  o  s  cd  cd  x)  xj 


CO 


to  cd  mi 

Cd  »-t  CM  m4  3 

a,  CM  43  M 

-H  M  O 

g  5-1  X)  Ml 

cd  o  a, 

44  H  «  a 


3  co  3  M 

<0  O 

54 

M  M  r-l 

<0 

O  <0  43 

<0 

r~4 

o 

3  *H 

o 

X) 

<0  m4 

r-4 

O  So  o  3 

54  43 

0) 

M 

3  X  -4 

o 

cd  45 

So  44 

o 

a 

43 

3 

3  M 

m4 

So  M  SO  O 

cd 

B 

O  tO  Ml 

<d 

r-4  J 

M 

3  O 

43 

<0 

o  00 

3 

3  Ml 

41 

M  X 

w 

o 

M 

43  C  M 

r"4 

a, 

M 

XJ  O 

to 

a,  3 

H 

<0  3 

4  <0  Cl  Rl 

r-4 

CO 

cd  to 

cu 

to 

43  43 

X) 

3 

Ml 

M 

X  PQ 

54 

3  O  54 

r-l 

to 

0)  3 

M 

H 

3 

So  00 

3 

td 

cd  <0  S 

cd 

£ 

to  54  XJ 

co 

g 

54  <0 

3 

a 

54  no 

Ml 

M  CJs 

0) 

r;  o  43  <d 

6 

td 

<0  0  3 

43 

O  0) 

Ml  54 

O 

a) 

<0  o 

54 

54  Os 

Q 

H  M  £  co 

(0 

(0 

to  43  cd 

M 

CO  43 

43  3 

o 

43 

>  Ml 

a 

<  *"• 

CD 

• 

CQ 

3  43 

3 

O 

-P 

o 

•H 

•H 

a-p 

3 

CO 

cd 

<0 

o 

*4 

o 

P 

H 

3 

• 

o 

43 

X5 

Is 

< 

0  rH 

Ph 

So  0 

• 

■P 

•H 

o 

•s 

-P 

Ch 

»  1 

o 

M 

0 

0 

o 

o 

Pi  O 

1 — 1 

CP  1 

3 

p> 

CP  1 

43 

-P 

p> 

t —  1 

o 

CQ 

3 

3 

s 

PP 

1 

M 

-p 

rH 

p 

|e-< 

-p 

*H 

0  1 

1 

0 

3 

rQ 

1  S3 

O 

Pc 

3 

o 

Is: 

■P 

O 

-p 

0 

•H 

3 

N 

43 

-P 

X5 

P 

-p 

3 

° 

•H 

S 

B  rJP 

° 

1  s 

O 

0 

0 

15 

3 

43 

P 

1  /Cp  H 

P> 

0 

1  •- 

43 

43 

Ico 

0 

-P 

E 

Icq 

e 

bo  3 

0 

l<3 

•H 

3 

-P 

p 

-p 

•H 

P 

a  1 

p 

0 

0 

1x5 

-p 

3 

■a 

co 

1  0 

3 

o 

1x5 

43 

-p 

-p 

0 

13  -P 

0 

|l - 1 

Pc 

p 

3 

1  o 

■P 

o 

3 

i — ! 

1  c: 

3 

O 

|*H 

X( 

w 

X) 

rH 

w 

•H 

1  00 

0 

O 

•H 

1  oo 

>  -P 

0 

1  3 

•H 

o 

-p 

1  3 

0 

00  43 

3 

l*H 

O 

0 

X5 

1  W 

0 

rH 

Is 

Pc 

•H  rH 

CD 

-P 

0 

3 

bo  | 

1  > 

0 

I  2 

P 

1 0 

0 

!  0 

CO 

43 

*H 

I  « 

-P 

rH 

I 

-XS 

i — 1 

I  -P 

0 

43 

a 

\u 

43 

Eh- 

fl t, 


at'  .ft. 

$ 


Middlesex  Conservation  District 

40  Nagog  Park  -  Acton,  Massachusetts  01720  -  Telephone  (617)  263-2291 


m 


Ms .  Lillian  Lund  Files 
Windswept  Acres 
Seri bner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Li  1 , 

Now  that  our  bulb  sale  is  over,  we  can  look  back  and  evaluate  our 
program.  Your  presentation  on  bluebirds  was  an  outstanding  success. 

Not  only  did  you  help  sell  all  the  bird  houses,  but  you  enthralled  the 
customers  as  they  waited  to  pick  up  their  orders.  Thank  you  so  much 
for  giving  up  your  Friday  afternoon  to  help  us  out. 

We  plan  to  acquire  more  bird  houses  for  our  spring  tree  sale  and  to 
fill  the  orders  you  received  at  the  bulb  sale.  We  hope  you  will  consider 
giving  a  similar  presentation  to  our  customers  at  our  tree  sale.  We  will 
consult  you  after  the  new  year  as  to  your  plans. 

S i nee rely , 


L i z  McGu i re 


cc:  Nanette  Ken  rick 
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THE  LADIES’  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  WAYSIDE  INN 

cordially  invites  you  to 

‘‘  (fo/Yti/tyx  at/  tAe  cH/}a^slc/&  £?nsi  :' 

.At  //  O/./TV. 


Fall  Program,  1989 

[Tuesday,  October  3,  1989 

Susan  Chamberlin’s  Doll  Houses 

Tuesday,  October  10,  1989 

Lillian  Files 
“Bring  Back  the  Blue  Birds” 

Tuesday.  October  17,  1989 
David  Anable,  Chairman.  School  of  Journalism.  Boston  University 

Tuesday.  October  24,  1989 

Dick  Albert.  Weatherman,  WCVB-TV,  Boston 
“Fickle  N.E.  Weather” 

Tuesday,  October  31,  1989 

Robert  Hale  -  Book  Dealer 
“Current  Book  Reviews” 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

Meetings  are  held  at  the  Dunstable  Congregational  Church, 
Route  113,  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month  at  7:30  p.m. 
Meetings  are  open  to  the  public.  Bring  a  friend. 
Refreshments  served.  If  you  would  like  to  join  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird  Society,  the  fee  for  single  membership 
is  $5  and  $8  for  family  membership.  Visitors  and  guests 
$2  (suggested  donation).  Students  free. 

October  5th,  A  MEETING  OF  THE  WATERS  LES  CAMPBELL 

Les  Campbell  of  Belchertown  is  one  of  the  best  known  nature 
photographers  in  our  area.  His  most  recent  award  was 
presented  from  The  Photographic  Society  of  America.  He 
received  "The  Appreciation  Award"  which  is  the  highest 
recognition  of  a  member  of  this  society.  You 1 1 1  be 
fascinated  by  this  audio  visual  slide  presentation  story 
of  "Quabbin"  reservoir  an  Indian  name  meaning  "many 
waters". 


yngsborough 
hold  Potpourri 

D  S  B  L  -  T  h  e 

|  Tyngsborough  '  Bird 
Society  celebrates  the  an- 
I  nual  Potpourri  Night  on 
|  Thursday,  November  2  at 
:  30  p.m.  in  the 
[Dunstable  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  on  Route 
113  in  Dunstable  Center. 

Potpourri  Night  gives 
I  the  naturalists  in  the  club 
an  opportunity  to  share 
their  experiences.  The 
jmany  talented 

photographers  who  are 


Bird  Society  to 
Night 


sent  their  observations 
through  a  lens  at  this 
meeting.  Still  others  will 
bring  poetry,  nature 
specimens,  articles  of 
photos  for  display,  A 
special  feature  will  be  a 
videotape  of  Lilly  the 
Bluebird. 


■ill! 


Pleasant  View  Retirement  Communi 

227  Pleasant  Street 
Concord,  New  Hampshire  03301 


m 


TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  24 


BLUEBIRDS  -  Lillian  Lund  Files  will  present  a 
one  hour  slide  program  on  Bluebirds  in  the 
theatre.  The  program  will  explain  the 
Bluebirds'  plight  and  good  effective 
conservation.  A  pair  of  mounted  Bluebirds, 
nest,  eggs,  nesting  boxes,  books  and 
pamphlets  will  be  displayed. 


[UNDER  THE  SUN  ^ u 

[Area  naturalists  invited  to  share 
experiences  at  bird  society  meeting 

Send  items  to  "Under  the  Hk.  ™  ^  ~ 


i-pjBski 


Sun/’  Lifestyle  department, 
The  Sun,  Box  1477,  Lowell, 
Mass.  01853.  Please  include 
registration  or  reservation  r 
quirements  and  telephone 


numbers. 


Church,  Route  113,  Dunstable 


£  WINGING  U:  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  will  hold  'Potpourri 


Bluebird.” 

Contact  Lil  Files  (692-2520) 


Night,  where  bird  watchers  can  discuss  sightings 


The  Concord  Journal 


November  2 , 1989 
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Members  of  Girl  Scout  Troop  2681 ,  and  their  parents,  put  up  the 
first  Bluebird  House  Trail  in  Concord  in  the  Spring  of  1988. 


Concord  Girl  Scouts  invited 
to  hear  lecture  on  bluebirds 


On  Saturday,  November  4,  at  1 
p.m.,  there  will  be  a  presentation 
on  the  Bluebird  at  the  Concord 
Scout  House.  The  Bluebird  was 
at  one  time  among  the  most 
common  of  songbirds  in  North 
America. 

Lillien  Files,  recognized 
bluebird  authority,  and  Past 
President  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  will  present  to 
Concord  Girl  Scouts  and  all  in¬ 
terested  adults  a  lecture  and 
slide  program  on  the  bluebird. 
Files  has  been  lecturing  on  the 
bluebird  for  many  years 
throughout  New  England  and 


has  received  many  awards  for 
her  work  on  bluebird  conserva¬ 
tion.  ® 

All  Concord  scouts,  except 
daisy  level,  are  invited  to  hear 
the  talk,  build  bluebird  houses, 
and  then  place  them  in  Concord 
conservation  areas  as  designated 
by  the  Concord  Department  of 
Natural  Resources. 

This  community  service  pro¬ 
ject  is  a  coordinated  effort  of  the 
Concord  Girl  Scouts  and  the 
Concord  Department  of  Natural 
Resources. 
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‘melting  into  joy  after  the  silent  I 
winter.”  Thoreau  himself  says,  “If 
the  warble  of  the  first  bluebird  does 
not  thrill  you  -  know  that  the 
morning  and  spring  of  your  life  are  ] 

|  past." 

Steeped  in  tradition 

Putting  up  a  bluebird  box  is  a  I 
|  Concord  tradition.  Thoreau  tells  us,  I 
“Citizens  just  come  into  the  country 
I  to  live  put  up  a  bluebird  box,  and  I 
record  in  some  kind  of  journal  thej 
I  date  of  the  first  arrival  observed.” 

This  is  exactly  what  Thoreau  him-| 

I  self  did  his  first  spring  back  in  Con¬ 
cord  after  graduating  from  Harvard  I 
College.  In  1838  he  and  his  brother 
John  put  up  a  bluebird  box  in  the 
I  poplar  tree  by  their  door  at  the 
I  Par  km  an  House  on  Main  Street 
((where  the  public  library  now  I 
|  stands).  To  celebrate  the  coming  of  I 
a  iamily  tolhhabit  the  box,  Thoreau  I 
[wrote  in  his  Journal  a  poem  called [ 
“The  Bluebirds” 

In  1861  Thoreau  wrote,  with  his  I 
usual  gift  of  prophecy,  “Perhaps  I 
there  will  be  a  time  when  the  I 
[bluebirds  themselves  will  not  re- 1 
turn  any  more."  He  lamented  that| 
loss  for  future  generations. 

Thoreau  lived  to  see  one  morel 
spring  and  to  hear  the  bluebirds 
one  more  time.  _ He  died  at  the 
Yellow  House  on  Main  Street  on 
May  6,  1862.  Just  a  month  earlier, 
when  Emerson  visited  his  friend, 
now  confined  to  a  cot  in  the  parlor, 
Thoreau  told  him  that  the 
bluebirds  and  robins  “are  charming  | 
|  my  solitary  room  bringing  their  mu- 
|  sic  to  my  dulled  senses.” 

Volunteers  needed 
Setting  up  the  bluebird  boxes  is  I 
I  an  ongoing  community  wide  service 
project.  Volunteers  are  needed  to  I 
maintain  the  bluebird  trails  and  to  I 
monitor  the  boxes  in  the  spring  to  I 
save  the  bluebirds’  eggs  from  I 
[usurping  birds  or  predators.  This  I 
may  be  an  especially  pleasant  pro-1 
|  ject  for  some  of  Concord’s  seniorl 
citizens,  who  may  even  remember  I 
the  bluebirds.  The  Girl  Scout  troop  I 
plans  to  draw  up  a  bluebird  logo  or 
patch  to  introduce  other  scouts  to 
this  work.  For  more  information,! 
I  contact  Karen  Cease  at  369-020  5. 

Henry  Thoreau  would  have| 
greatly  admired  the  work  of  the 
Concord  Girl  Scouts  to  bring  back 
the  bluebirds.  Perhaps  before  too| 
many  springs  have  passed,  the  air 
I  again  will  be  liquid  with  its  warble. 
Then  we  will  have  Concord  Girl 
Scout  Troop  2681  to  thank  when 
the  bluebird  once  again  carries  the 
Concord  sky  on  its  back. 


Start  pnoto  oy  maxme  Dduei 

Laura  Thompson,  7,  and  sister  Kristin,  5,  hold  together  their  house 
Iwhile  it  gets  hammered  together. 


NEWSWEEKLY 

J^98^i^Review 

In  Tyngsboro  the  North  American! 
I  Bluebird  Society  has  given  its  award  to 
I Lil  Files  for  her  contributions  to  conser-| 
vation  of  the  bluebird 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

(There  are  no  scheduled  meetings  of  the  Bird  Society 
lthrough  the  winter.  Hope  to  see  you  in  the  spring. 
lHappy  Holidays.' 


Seed  Preferences  of  Common  Birds 
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A  Bluebird  hanging  from  a 

SWEDISH  CHANDELIER  I 


Dear  Mrs.  Files: 


Karen  S .  Metz 
19  Heritage  Hill  Road 
Windham  N.H.  03087 
8  October  1989 


I  telephoned  you  one  Saturday  morning  in  early  June  to 
describe  the  behavior  of  the  nesting  bluebirds  in  my  yard.  You 
advised  me  to  supplement  the ( diet  of  the  nestlings  because  they 
were  starving  from  the  effects  of  the  inclement  weather  of  the 
previous  week. 

I  sincerely  thank  you  for  your  advice.  Tragedy  was  averted. 

I  documented  the  events  in  an  article  that  I  wrote  for  a 
newsletter  that  I  edit  for  Audubon.  I  am  sending  a  copy  to  you. 
The  bluebird  pair  and  the  experiences  we  shared  during  those  days 
are  treasured  memories.  Additional  events  took  place  with  this 
pair.  I  will  update  the  article  sometime  and  send  it  to  "Sialia." 
In  the  meantime  I  thought  you  might  enjoy  it. 

Again,  thank  you  for  your  advice. 


Sincerely  yours, 

/v _ > 

Karen  Metz 


AMOSKEAG  AUDUBON 


The  Amoskeag  Chapter  of  the 
Audubon  Society  of  New  Hampshire 

Eastern  Bluebirds 

Eastern  Bluebirds  are  early  migrants  that  typically 
raise  two  nesting  broods  each  summer.  I  have 
been  fortunate  in  recent  years  to  be  able  to  watch 
bluebirds  nesting  in  my  yard.  This  year,  a  first 
clutch  of  four  eggs  was  hatched  on  May  27  after 
the  normal  two-week  incubation  period. 

The  morning  of  June  10  was  another  of  early 
June’s  cool,  rainy  weather.  The  male  bluebird 
perched  in  a  small  birch  tree  outside  my  front  door. 
He  began  flying  against  an  upstairs  window.  Ter¬ 
ritorial  behavior  -  battling  his  reflection  -  I  as¬ 
sumed.  His  manner  was  agitated  and  he  chattered 
loudly.  Within  a  few  minutes,  he  was  joined  by  the 
female  who  displayed  similar  agitated  behavior  - 
chattering  and  hovering  and  flapping  her  wings 
near  the  window  and  then  in  front  of  the  door. 
When  my  husband  and  I  stepped  outside,  the  pair 
continued  this  behavior  even  though  we  were  only 
a  few  feet  away  from  them.  The  female  then  flew 
to  the  nesting  box  some  fifty  feet  away.  She  per¬ 
ched  —  without  food  —  at  the  entry  hole  and  then 
returned  to  the  birch.  She  repeated  this  during  the 
next  few  minutes  while  the  male  hovered  at  the 
window. 

I  was  curious  about  their  behavior,  and  when  it 
continued  for  fifteen  more  minutes  I  approached 
the  nesting  box.  I  opened  the  door  of  the  box, 
hoping  to  see  active  fifteen  day  old  nestlings  peer¬ 
ing  out  at  me,  as  I  had  witnessed  in  previous  years 
of  monitoring  bluebird  nestlings.  No  eyes  looked 
at  me.  No  heads  were  raised.  I  touched  them. 
They  were  barely  warm.  I  gently  removed  two  from 
the  box.  Only  two  to  four  days  from  fledging  age, 
they  were  weak  and  unresponsive. 

I  returned  them  to  the  box  and  telephoned  Lillian 
Files  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society.  She 
confirmed  what  I  dreaded  to  hear.  The  nestlings 
were  starving.  Nine  days  of  rain  and  cool  tempera¬ 
tures  had  severely  decreased  the  availability  of  the 
caterpillars  and  insects  which  comprise  the 
bluebird  food  supply.  High  nestling  mortality  was 
expected.  Quick  action  was  advised:  hand-feed 
canned  dog  food  or  mealworms  to  the  four  nest¬ 
lings.  I  had  hand-fed  an  abandoned  nestling  a  few 
years  earlier,  but  these  parents  were  present  and 
attentive.  I  wanted  my  human  intervention  to  be 
as  unobtrusive  as  possible.  I  went  to  a  pet  supply 
store  and  purchased  mealworms.  When  I 
returned,  I  placed  eight  mealworms  on  top  of  the 
nesting  box.  The  female  immediately  took  four, 
then  four  more  inside  to  her  young.  I  placed  eight 


more  on  top.  The  male  ate  three  and  took  the 
rest  inside.  I  continued  to  place  mealworms  on 
the  box  at  ten  minute  intervals.  When  I  was  late, 
the  bluebirds  hovered  and  called  at  my  door. 

After  two  hours,  I  reduced  the  schedule  to  thirty 
minute  intervals.  The  bluebirds,  now  calm,  per¬ 
ched  in  the  birch  tree.  Their  agitated  chatter  of 
the  morning  had  changed  to  that  soft  bluebird 
warble.  My  husband  whistled  to  them  and  we 
photographed  them  as  they  sang.  By  early 
evening,  the  nestlings  were  still  quiet,  but  were 
warm  to  my  touch. 

Not  only  sunny  weather  greeted  us  the  next 
morning.  Upon  opening  the  front  door,  the 
male  was  in  the  birch  and  the  female  was  on  the 
doorstep.  Of  course!  I  offered  mealworms!  The 
warmth  of  the  sun  activated  the  insects  they 
needed  that  day.  The  male  fed  the  female  and 
they  both  fed  their  young.  They  often  returned 
to  the  birch  to  sing. 

Late  on  their  eighteenth  day,  the  nestlings 
began  fledging.  Soon  after  dawn  of  the  next 
morning,  I  was  awakened  by  the  male  as  he  flew 
against  the  window.  I  went  to  the  box  —  to 
evidence  of  raccoon  predation.  Not  all  the 
bluebirds  had  fledged  before  a  predator  dis¬ 
covered  them. 

Cool  temperatures  and  heavy  rains  returned  for 
a  few  more  days.  To  supplement  their  diet  I 
occasionally  offered  mealworms  to  this  bluebird 
family  and  also  to  the  newly  hatched  bluebird 
family  nearby.  Within  the  week,  the  female 
refurbished  her  damaged  nest.  It  was  time  to 
start  the  second  family. 

Karen  Metz,  Windham,  NH 
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EASTERN  BLUEBIRD 
(Sialia  sialis) 

Painting  by  Barbara  Goss 

Among  the  most  popular  of  all  songbirds  is  this  gentle  member  of  the  thrush  family.  The 
male  is  bright  blue  with  a  cinnamon-colored  breast  and  white  belly.  The  female  is  similarly 
attired  in  slightly  duller  shades.  The  bluebird’s  lovely  melody  is  a  carol,  most  frequently 
sung  at  dawn.  This  cheery  concert  is  an  eagerly  awaited  sign  of  spring  to  residents  of  the 
Northeast.  Bluebirds  welcome  a  birdhouse  (4-6  feet  off  the  ground)  in  which  to  raise  their 
4  to  6  young.  The  birdhouse  entrance  should  be  1  Vi"  in  diameter  to  discourage  starlings 
from  disrupting  the  bluebird's  nest. 


The  National  Wildlife  Federation  urges  everyone  to  conserve  and 
use  wisely  all  of  our  natural  resources. 


Working  for  the  Nature  of  Tomorrow® 


®1 989  National  Wildlife  Federation 

1 400  Sixteenth  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20036-2266  Litho  in  U.S.A. 
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North  American  Bluebird  Society 
Box  6295 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20906-0295 


Founded  in  1978,  THE  NORTH  AMERICAN 
BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY  is  an  incorporated  non-profit 
organization  determined  to  increase  the 
populations  of  the  three  species  of  bluebirds  on  this 
continent.  Inasmuch  as  the  populations  of  these 
birds  have  diminished  due  to  the  maladroit  actions 
of  human  beings,  as  well  as  other  natural  disasters, 
the  primary  objective  of  the  SOCIETY  is  to  educate 
all  who  will  listen  about  the  importance  of 
preserving  these  singular  creatures  in  their  native 
environment. 


m 


Toward  this  end,  the  SOCIETY  will  work,  within  the 
bounds  of  effective  conservation, to  study  those 
obstacles  impeding  bluebird  recovery;  to  publish 
results  of  those  studies;  to  promote  ideas  and 
actions  which  might  reduce  the  effect  of  those 
obstacles;  and  to  obtain  a  more  complete 
knowledge  about  bluebird  ecology,  in  the  hope  of 
learning  more  about  the  ecology  of  humankind. 


Slalia  means  bluebirds.  Hence  the  title  of 
this  journal.  Technically,  sialia  is  the 
Latinized,  neuter  plural  version  of  the  Greek 
word  sialis,  a  noun  meaning  a  "kind  of 
bird.”  Since  the  Eastern  Bluebird  was  the 
first  bluebird  classified  by  Carolus  Lin¬ 
naeus  (1707-1778),  he  gave  it  the  species 
name  sialis,  though  he  placed  it  in  the 
genus  Motaciiia  which  is  now  reserved  for 
the  wagtails.  It  was  William  Swainson 
(1789-1855),  who,  in  1827,  decided  that  the 
bluebirds  needed  a  genus  of  their  own  with¬ 
in  the  thrush  family  (Turdidae).  He  selected 
the  generic  name  Sialia  which  he  simply 
adapted  from  the  species  name  sialis  which 
Linnaeus  had  used.  Therefore,  the  scien¬ 
tific  name  for  the  Eastern  Bluebird  is  Sialia 
sialis  (pronounced  see-ahl’-ee-ah  see’-ahl- 
iss).  Similarly,  the  Western  Bluebird  and 
Mountain  Bluebird,  the  two  other  species 
within  the  genus,  were  named  Sialia  mex- 
icana  and  Sialia  currucoides  (coo-roo-coy- 
dees)  respectively.  Their  species  names  are 
descriptive  of  their  locations.  All  three  blue¬ 
bird  species  are  native  only  to  the  North 
American  continent,  although  each  in¬ 
habits  different  regions  generally  sep¬ 
arated  by  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  by  alti¬ 
tudinal  preferences. 
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While  the  adult  birds  all  show  differ¬ 
ing  plumages,  the  young  of  all  three 
species  look  remarkably  alike,  prominently 
displaying  spotted  breasts  and  large  white 
eye  rings.  This  similarity  in  plumage  was 
the  principal  reason  the  Society  chose  the 
juvenal  bluebird  for  its  logo.  Since  blue¬ 
birds  almost  always  choose  to  raise  their 
young  in  small  enclosed  cavities,  a  young 
bluebird  sitting  near  a  nesting  box  seemed 
to  symbolize  our  mission.  The  hope  of  any 
species  resides  in  its  young.  Because  of 
bluebird  nesting  preferences,  the  survival  of 
their  young  may  depend  on  the  nesting  box, 
especially  since  natural  cavities,  for  a  va¬ 
riety  of  reasons,  are  disappearing  rapidly. 
The  theme  of  bluebird  young  nurtured  in 
man-made  structures  will  be  a  recurring  one 
in  our  art  and  literature.  We  hope  that  this 
theme  will  remind  all  about  the  plight  of  the 
bluebird,  and  will  stimulate  action  which 
will  allow  this  beautiful  creature  to  prosper. 
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Boston 


Magazine 


Horticultural  Hall 
300  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)262-9700 


December  27,  1989 


Ms.  Lillian  Lund  Files 
100  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


Dear  Ms.  Files: 

Congratulations ! 
Magazine's  "Faces 
Watch"  feature  is 
issue . 


You  have  been  named  one 
to  Watch"  in  1990.  The 


Lil  Files  a  “Face 
to  Watch”  as 
bird  activist 

TGBO-A  Tyngsboro  resident,  Lillian 
Lund  Files,  has  been  chosen  by  Boston 
Magazine  as  one  of  its  “faces  to  watch” 
for  1990.  “Faces  to  Watch”  is  an  annual 
list  of  citizen-activists  dedicated  to  im¬ 
proving  life  in  the  Commonwealth 
through  their  work  in  the  arts,  entertain¬ 
ment,  architecture  high  tech,  business, 
education  and  the  environment.  It  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  January  issue. 

“Lil”  Files  is  crusading  to  keep  the 
bluebird  from  going  the  way  of  the 
passenger  pigeon-that  is,  over  and  out. 

Wildflowers  were  Files’s  passion  until 
1979,  when  people  began  to  marvel  at  the 
bluebirds  in  her  yard.  She  thought  they 
were  everywhere.  When  she  learned  that 
development  was  devouring  the 
bluebird’s  habitat,  she  began  publicizing 
the  issue  by  encouraging  the  construction 
of  bluebird  boxes  and  lecturing  on  the 
subject  all  over  New  England.  Her  ef¬ 
forts  have  paid  off:  recent  censuses  in¬ 
dicate  an  increase  in  the  New  England 
bluebird  population, 
of  BOSTON 
"Faces  To 
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being  published  in  our  January 


To  further  celebrate  your  achievement,  BOSTON  Magazine 
invites  you  and  a  guest  to  join  the  other  Faces  at  a 
cocktail  reception  in  your  honor  to  be  held  Thursday, 
January  18th  from  6:00  to  8:00  PM  in  our  offices 
located  in  Horticultural  Hall  at  300  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  Boston. 


Please  R.S.V.P.  to  Gretchen  Brickman,  (617)262-9700, 
ext.  225  by  January  11. 


Here's  looking  at  you! 


David  Rosenbaum 
Editor 


A  Subsidiary  of  Metrocorp 
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TGBO-TYNGSBORO  RESIDENT  Lillian  Lund  Files,  named  a  Boston  Magazim 
‘‘Face  to  Watch”  attended  a  reception  on  January  18  honoring  all  “Facesto  Watch.  ’ 
\She  is  shown  here  with  her  husband  (left)  and  Evian  /  Saratoga  Waters  New  England 
Rppinnal  Manager  Rav  Hedenskoe.  ( Photo  by  Gary  Callahan)  _ 


Boston 


A  NEW  DECADE  DAWNS,  AND  WITH  IT  NEW 
CHALLENGES.  OUR  SCHOOLS  ARE  A  MESS, 
AND  SO  IS  THE  ENVIRONMENT.  OUR 
HOSPITALS  ARE  BURSTING  AT  THE  SEAMS, 
WHILE  FOOLS  VIE  FOR  OFFICE.  BUT,  AS  THEY 
SAY,  PROBLEMS  ARE  JUST  OPPORTUNITIES 
DISGUISED.  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  PAGES  YOU 
WILL  MEET  A  HOST  OF  PEOPLE  READY  TO 
MEET  THE  CHALLENGES  OF  THE  NINETIES. 


The 

Environment: 
The  New 


Activism 

he  best  hope  for  the  environment  in  the  nineties  rests  not  in 
the  platitudes  of  the  “environmental  president,”  or  in  the  re¬ 
pentance  of  polluters,  or  even  in  the  tough  talk  of  the  state.  It 


rests  with  citizens  like  Bob  Jabaily,  who 
know  that  the  only  way  to  get  action  is  to 


force  it — or  take  it. 

For  Jabaily,  a  soft-spoken  39-year-old 


father  of  two,  that  has  meant  being  arrest¬ 
ed  twice  in  the  last  three  years  during  pro¬ 
tests  of  Clean  Harbors’  plan  to  open  a 
hazardous-waste  incinerator  in  Braintree. 

“In  the  end,”  Jabaily  says,  “nobody  can 
look  out  for  your  own  interest  as  well  as 
you  and  your  neighbors.” 

Employed  by  a  Boston  bank  he  prefers 
not  to  name,  Jabaily  in  many  ways  repre¬ 
sents  the  new  breed  of  citizen-activist.  In 
the  sixties  he  attended  a  march  on  Wash¬ 
ington,  but  only  to  meet  girls.  He  headed 
out  to  Woodstock,  but  turned  back.  Yet 
when  he  saw  a  friend  arrested  at  a  Clean 
Harbors  protest  in  1987,  he  took  her 
place — and  was  arrested  himself. 

Jabaily  and  his  Braintree  neighbors  are 
determined  to  win.  “We’re  fighting  for  our 
homes,”  Jabaily  says.  “They’re  fighting  for 
a  buck.  It’s  really  no  contest.” 

— Kevin  R.  Convey 
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FACES  TO  WATCH  IN  THE  NINETIES 


SUE  MINTER,  28.  OF  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  WAS 
frustrated  by  government  foot-dragging 
on  recycling  programs — not  to  mention 
tired  of  schlepping  glass  and  newspapers 
to  Wellesley.  So  she  took  matters  into  her 
own  hands. 

Assisted  by  her  boss,  Representative 
John  McDonough  of  Jamaica  Plain,  Mint- 
er  organized  a  public  meeting  in  the 
spring  of  1988,  formed  a  task  force,  and 
set  about  bringing  the  government  into 
her  process. 

By  last  summer,  30  volunteers  were  col¬ 
lecting  some  30  tons  of  newspaper  and  5 
tons  of  glass  every  month  in  Jamaica  Plain. 
Residents  of  Dorchester  and  the  South 
End  were  following  suit.  And  city-spon¬ 
sored  curbside  pickup  begins  this  month 
in  Jamaica  Plain.  “The  level  of  the  crisis 
makes  me  think  we  can’t  wait  any  longer 
for  things  to  happen,”  says  Minter.  “We’ve 
got  to  make  them  happen.” 

Politics  isn’t  Lillian  Lund  Files’s  de¬ 
partment,  but  she’s  trying  to  make  some¬ 
thing  happen,  too.  Files,  64,  of  Tyngsbor- 
ough,  is  crusading  to  keep  the  bluebird 
from  going  the  way  of  the  passenger  pi¬ 
geon — that  is,  over  and  out. 

Wildflowers  were  Files’s  passion  until 
19^9,  when  people  began  to  marvel  at  the 
bluebirds  in  her  yard.  She  thought  they 
were  everywhere.  When  she  learned  that 
development  was  devouring  the  blue¬ 
bird’s  habitat,  she  began  publicizing  the 
issue  by  encouraging  the  construction  of 
bluebird  boxes  and  lecturing  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  all  over  New  England.  Her  efforts 
have  paid  off:  recent  censuses  indicate  an 
increase  in  the  New  England  bluebird 
population. 

Sadly,  the  population  of  corporate  pol¬ 
luters  seems  to  be  growing,  too.  And 
many  people  think  the  government  can’t 
do  anything  about  it.  But  not  David  Li, 
35,  soon  to  be  sworn  in  as  an  assistant 
attorney  general  with  the  state’s  Environ¬ 
mental  Crimes  Strike  Force.  While  serv¬ 
ing  in  Maryland,  he  prosecuted  cases  in 
which  executives  got  heavy  fines  and 
slammer  time  for  environmental  crimes. 
“There’s  going  to  be  a  hue  and  cry  that 
environmental  offenders  be  dealt  with  se¬ 
verely,  and  Massachusetts  is  at  the  point 
where  we’re  going  to  start  seeing  the  be¬ 


ginning  of  incarceration  for  environmen¬ 
tal  crimes,”  Li  promises. 

Not  all  activists  are  citizens.  Some 
aren’t  even  human.  Consider  the  peace 
lily.  With  its  white  spathe  and  its  spike  of 
fragrant  flowers,  it  seems  like  your  basic 
do-nothing  houseplant.  But  it  is  actually  a 
tiger  when  it  comes  to  devouring  the  con¬ 
taminants  that  lurk  in  every  home.  Don’t 
believe  us?  Okay,  believe  NASA,  which 
determined  that  the  peace  lily,  over  a  24- 
hour  period,  removed  80  percent  of  the 
benzene  and  23  percent  of  the  trichloro¬ 
ethylene  pumped  into  an  airtight  box.  So 
there.  Now  go  buy  a  peace  lily,  the  activist 
plant  for  the  nineties. 

Like  houseplants,  some  politicians 
bend  in  the  breeze;  others  stiffen  up. 
Count  state  senator  Bill  Golden,  41,  of 
Weymouth,  among  the  latter.  A  lifelong 
environmentalist,  Golden  stiffened  up 
quickly  one  morning  in  1982  during  a  jog 
on  Wollaston  Beach  when  he  realized  he 
was  running  on  a  carpet  of  human  excre¬ 
ment.  From  that  burlesque  arose  the  suit 
that  began  the  cleanup  of  Boston  Harbor. 
Golden  has  also  been  a  critic  of  the  Pil¬ 
grim  nuclear-power  plant  and  has  drafted 
indoor-air-pollution  legislation.  This  year 
he  is  trying  to  take  his  concern  for  the  en¬ 
vironment  to  a  (debatably)  higher  level: 
the  lieutenant  governorship. 

John  O’Connor  is  sour  on  politics  but 
sold  on  citizen  advocacy.  As  the  founder 
and  head  of  the  National  Toxics  Cam¬ 
paign — the  only  national  environmental 
organization  headquartered  in  Boston — 
he  is  a  new  kind  of  citizen-activist:  the 
kind  who  has  been  directly  affected  by  en¬ 
vironmental  problems  and  who  has 
turned  pro  to  fight  them.  O’Connor,  35, 
buried  four  boyhood  chums  who  died  of 
diseases  related  to  an  asbestos  plant  in 
their  neighborhood.  He  himself  has  a  lung 
problem.  Now  his  organization,  which 
has  offices  in  10  states,  helps  local  citizens 
fight  similar  threats  in  their  neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

“The  threats  aren’t  technical  prob¬ 
lems,”  O’Connor  says.  “They’re  political 
problems.  The  question  isn’t  how  to  clean 
up  the  mess;  it’s  how  to  generate  the  peo¬ 
ple  power  to  get  the  solutions  off  the  shelf 
and  into  service.”  — K.  R.  C. 
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Lillian  Lund  Files 
106  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 

Dear  Ms.  Files: 


MANOMET  BIRD  OBSERVATORY 

MANOMET,  MASSACHUSETTS  02345  (508)  224-6521 


Erma  J.  Fisk 

86  ;  ornithologist,  author, 
Aurey's  Pond  Press  founder 

SOUTH  ORLEANS  -  Erma  J. 
“Jonnie”  Fisk,  86,  an  ornithologist, 
author  and  founder  of  Aurey’s 
Pond  Press,  died  Thursday  of  a 
heart  attack  at  her  South  Orleans 
home. 

Mrs.  Fisk,  born  in  Boston  in 
1904,  was  a  1926  graduate  of 
Vassar. 

She  was  the  wife  of  the  late 
Bradley  Fisk,  assistant  secretary  of 
commerce  for  international  affairs 
during  the  Eisenhower 
Administration. 


Thank  you  so  much  for  your  gift  to  MBO  in  memory  of  Jonnie  Fisk. 

Jonnie  was  a  part  of  MBO  almost  since  its  beginning,  as  bird  bander, 
trustee,  volunteer,  and  good  friend.  Along  with  her  many  other  friends,  we 
constantly  marveled  at  her  energy,  optimism,  creativity  and  independence. 
Side  by  side  with  people  a  quarter  of  her  age,  she  has  trekked  miles  of 
sandy  beaches,  thrashed  through  rain  forest,  sat  in  the  rain  banding  birds 
and  gotten  up  at  2:00  a.m.  to  do  it  all  over  again--always  with  good  cheer 
and  friendly  encouragement  for  those  of  us  less  resilient.  I  always  fold 
her  she  was  80  something  going  on  30,  for  her  optimism  and  activity  were 
those  of  a  perpetually  young  person,  meeting  the  future  head-on.  Her  books 
will  help  all  of  us  remember  her  distinctive  straightforward  style.  She  was 
one  of  those  people  who  could  write  in  the  same  manner  as  they  spoke. 


We  all  will  miss  Jonnie  very  much  and  are  grateful  she  was  part  of  MBO 
and  ourselves.  Thank  you  for  helping  to  protect  the  birds  and  natural  world 
she  loved  so  much  with  a  gift  to  MBO  in  her  memory. 


Sincerely, 

% 
Linda  LeddV(A) 
Director 


LEL/nwa 

Enclosure 

P.S.  We  are  notifying  Amanda  MacKenzie,  Jonnie' s  daughter,  of  your  kind  contribution. 

Membership-supported  Research  and  Education  in  Environmental  Biology 
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Ribbons  repel  sparrows  in  some  areas 


Attach  a  pole  to  the  top  of  the  nestbox.  On  the  pole  attach  streamers  of  any  type  that  will  sway  in  the 
wind.  Sparrows  are  repelled,  bluebirds  seem  indifferent  to  it,  and  will  even  use  the  pole  as  a  perch. 
This  method -is  being  tried  in  suburban  Maryland  with  success  RIGHT  NOW!!! 

PLEASE  give  it  a  try  and  tell  US  your  results!  It  works  like  a  scarecrow! 


The  bluebirds  greatest  enemy  is  the 
House  Sparrow.  Many  different  ideas 
have  been  tested  trying  to  "passively" 
keep  these  sparrows  from  using  the 
bluebirds'  nest  boxes.  One  of  these  is 
using  ribbons  attached  to  the  top  of  the 
nest  box  to  frighten  the  sparrows  from 
the  box.  * 

In  different  regions  of  the  country  it 
has  worked.  Lillian  Lund  Files,  Scrib¬ 
ner  Hill,  Tyugsboro,  MA.  01879, 
swears  by  this  in  the  New  England 
states.  She  thinks  that  the  constant 
wind  that  they  have  helps  move  the 
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ribbons  and  scares  the  sparrows 
away.  It  does  not  seem  to  frighten 
the  bluebirds  though. 

Tennessee  is  another  state  where 
this  seems  to  work.  In  my  region  we 
tested  this  method  and  did  not  have 
any  luck  driving  sparrows  from  the 
nest  site.  I  tried  it  on  15  boxes  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago  and  sparrows  built  in 
14  of  the  boxes.  On  one  occasion  the 
sparrows  even  pulled  the  ribbons  off 
the  pole  and  used  them  in  the  nest¬ 
ing  material. 

Don  Hutchins,  Winfield,  TX  and 


Harry  Krueger,  Ore  City,  TX  also  had 
similar  experiences  with  these  rib¬ 
bons.  Just  because  it  did  not  work  for 
us  doesn't  mean  that  it  might  not  work 
for  SOME  sparrows.  Ribbons  are 
cheap  and  you  can  help  prove  or  dis¬ 
prove  this  method  in  your  area.  If  you 
try  this  let  Lillian  and  the  Bluebird 
News  know  how  it  worked  for  you. 

This  method  appeared  in  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society's  journal 
Sialia  in  1985.  If  you  have  abetter  idea 
send  it  to  us  and  we  will  pass  it  along. 

KeithfKridler 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


CALENDAR  of  PROGRAMS  for  1990 


Meetings  are  hold  at  Dunstable  Congregational  Church  (Route  113) 
on  the  First  Thursdayor  the  Month  at  TlTCPPlM. 

Show  Membership  dard  at  each  meeting  -  Dues : 

Single  $5.00,  Family  $8.00,  Guests  $2.00  donation.  Students  free 


Mar .  1  BIRDS  &  WILDFLOV/ERS  of  FIELDS  ft.  WOODS  by  Dr.  Edmund  Qlchowski 

Dr.  Edmund  Olcliowski,  retired  dentist,  of  Greenfield  is  an  active  member  of  the  Mass.  Camera 
Naturalist  Club  and  lias  been  president  of  throe  camera  clubs.  He  is  a  FIVE-STAR  exhibitor  in 
the  PSA  Mature  Division.  Ills  bird  photographs  have  been  widely  exhibited  evon  in  the  pres¬ 
tigious  Cornell  University  Ornitliology  Laboratory.  Signs  of  spring  will  be  on  display  in  this 
very  timely  ont ortuinlng  and  informative  slido  presentation  as  birds  are  returning  from  the 
South  and  iyildf lowers  will  blooming  soon. 

Apr .  5  WELCOME  to  MY  WORLD  by  Karl  Sc  bans 

Karl  Scbanz  of  Tewksbury,  a  woll-lcnov/n  favorite  club  member,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Mass. 
Camera  Naturalist  Club  &  Master  Member  of  the  New  England  Camera  Club.  He  has  won  many  top 
awards  in  photography  &  lias  exceptional  talent  in  teaching  &  lecturing.  lEs  shows  are  in  great 
demand  from  some  of  the  largest  photo  clubs  throughout  the  country.  His  brand-new  audiovisual 
slide  presentation  using  a  two-projector  dissolve  technique  i3  a  symphony  of  color  with  stero 
musical  accompaniment.  It's  a  potpourri  of  many  nature  oriented  subjects  covering  the  North¬ 
west  Peninsula  and  the  Cascade  Mountains. 

May  3  OUT  ON  A  LIMP  by  Don  l;  Lillian  Stokes 


Don  &  Lillian  Stokes  of  Carlisle  are  well-known  authors  of  the  nationally  acclaimed  &  innova¬ 
tive  nature  guide  scries  called  Stokes  Nature  Guides  which  include  throe  volumes  of  A  Guide  to 
Bird  Behavior  and  many  other  recent  boohs’.  They  also  write  a  column  for  Bird  Wat c her's  Blgest 
and  do  articles  appearing  in  Cornell  Laboratory  of  Ornithology's  Living  Bird  Quarterly. *  1  You 
will  enjoy  s lnring  their  insights  on  fascinating  behavior  of  backyard  birds  in  tlioTr  ’excellent 
slido  presentation.  All  their  many  books  will  be  on  display  -  get  an  autographed  copyl 

S ept . G  FOR  LOVE  of  the  EARTH  by  Los  Campboll 

Los  Campbell  of  Bclchortown  who  gave  us  his  superb  two-projector  show  last  year  returns  again 
to  present  another  four-projector  audiovisual  show  with  music  -  a  real  fascinating  Concert  in 
Pictures.  He  is  one  ’oT  only  two  people  to  have  received  all  three  of  the  highest  award  of 
recognition  given  to  a  member  by  the  Photographic  Society  of  America,  which  is  the  largest 
photography  society  in  the  world.  Ho  is  one  of  tills  country's  most  honored  avocational  photog¬ 
raphers  and  is  an  Honorary  Life  Member  of  over  30  camera  clubs  throughout  the  Northeast  United 
States  £:  Canada. 


Oct.  4  SHORELINE  TREASURES  by  Mark  Wilson 

Mark  V/ilson  of  Dunstable,  another  well-known  favorite  club  member,  has  given  us  many  excellent 
programs  in  the  past.  Ho  is  now  a  Staff  Photographer  for  the  Boston  Globe  and  also  writes  a 
rogular  Photography  Column  in  the  Sunday  Globe.  He  won  tho  1981  Boston  Globe  Fi tzgeraH Awar d 
for  Photo- journalism  and  also  many  other  top  awards.  Mark's  photos  have  appeared  in  National 
Wildlife,  National  Gerographic,  Outdoor  Life,  Living  Bird  Quarterly,  Nature  History," ’Outdoor 
Pliotofyaphy  and  'many  other  publications'.  Como  and  explore  in  his  slide  presentation  the  en-  ' 
danger od  coastal  birdlife  of  Massachusetts  which  will  include  intimate  looks  at  short-eared 
owls,  piping  plovers,  American  oyst or-catchors ,  tcrn3  and  other  waders. 

I  Nov.  1  THE  MAJESTIC  ROCKIES  by  Jean  Buermeyer 

Jean  Buermeyer  of  Harvard  is  a  well-known  photographer,  lecturer  &  teacher  whose  work  has  ap¬ 
peared  in  many  journals  &  books.  Her  slide  presentation  (some  of  which  is  sot  to  music)  will 
cover  Montana's  Glacier  Natl.  Pqrlc  and  continue  into  Canada's  Banff  and  Jasper  Natl,  Park  which 
are  considered  the  most  spectacular  &  magnificont  3cenery  in  North  America,  Her  scenes  will  in¬ 
clude  wildf lowers,  peaceful  lakes,  racing  rivers,  waterfalls  &  beatlful  mountainous  landscapes 
including  their  wildlife  of  birds  and  animals.  She's  another  favorite  of  our  club. 


FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  PROGRAMS  and  OTHER  ACTIVITIES,  KINDLY  CONTACT: 


Lauren  Chaney,  President  669-7268 
Beverly  Wilson,  Treasurer  649-6760 

Bill  &  May  Harris,  Bird  Walk  Leaders  (603)  881-9639 


Lillian  Files,  Programs  692-2520 

Mary  Ann  Hayward,  Publicity  649-7949 


SPRING  BIRD  WALKS  ARE  LISTPD  ON  REVERSE  SIDE  of  this  SHEET . 

Hope  to  see  you  soon!  Bring  a  friend.  Refreshments, 


ftp 

Town  of  Concord 

Department  of  Natural  Resources 

133  Keyes  Road  •  Concord,  Massachusetts  01742 
Daniel  H.  Monahan,  Superintendent  (617)  369-7526 


CONCORD  WILDLIFE  SEMINAR  -  BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS 


UJe  are  very  pleased  to  have  Lillian  Lund  Files*  past 
president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society  and  local 
bluebird  authority,  present  our  next  seminar: 


FEBRUARY  14TH,  7:30  P.M.,  RIPLEY  BUILDING,  MERIAM  ROAD, _ CDNCDRJ) 


The  program  will  begin  at  7:30  P.M.  Light  refreshments  will 
be  provided  by  the  Concord  Girl  Scouts,  co-sponsors  of  the 
program . 


A  slide  program  will  be  presented  by  Mrs.  Files  explaining 
the  plight  of  the  bluebird,  as  well  as  effective  bluebird 
conservation  efforts,  some  of  which  have  been  initiated  here  in 
Concord.  Henry  David  Thoreau  wrote  of  these  songbirds,  The 
bluebird  carries  the  sky  on  its  back".  Yet  the  bluebird 
papulation  has  decreased  by  nearly  ninety  percent  since  Thoreau 
day,  due  to  a  decrease  in  adequate  breeding  locations,  and  an 
increase  in  competition  from  introduced  birds,  including  the 
English  sparrow  and  the  starling. 


According  to  Lillian  Files  there  have  been  an  increasing 
number  of  bluebird  sightings  in  our  area  which  may  be  attributed 
to  conservation  efforts,  which  makes  learning  more  about  these 
beautiful  birds  and  implementing  projects  to  promote  their 
comeback  a  more  optimistic  and  worthwhile  endeavor. 


We  look  forward  to  you  joining  us  for  this  progr am ,  the 
third  in  our  series  of  Concord  Wildlife  Seminars.  Please  help 
pass  the  word  for  an  enjoyable  evening. 


13th  there  will 


Sincerely , 


P  .S 


□n  March 


coming  events 


The  Concord  Journal 
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Thursday,  February  1,  1990 


MESBSP 


Lillian  Files,  past  president  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  So¬ 
ciety,  will  give  a  slide  presentation  at  the  Ripley  School  Audi¬ 
torium  on  Feb.  14  at  7:30  p.m. 


Seminar  about 
bluebirds 

Lillian  Files  will  present  the  next 
I  Concord  Wildlife  Seminar  entitled 
“Bringing  Back  the  Bluebirds,” 
sponsored  by  the  Concord  Natural 
Resources  Commission,  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Ripley  School  Audito¬ 
rium,  Meriam  Road,  Concord.  Files, 
past  president  of  the  North  Ameri¬ 
can  Bluebird  Society  and  the 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society,  will  show  a 
slide  presentation  to  explain  the 
plight  of  the  bluebirds  as  well  as 
effective  bluebird  conservation 
efforts  that  can  be  implemented  in 
Concord.  For  information  call  the 
Natural  Resources  office  at  369- 
7526. 


WORCESTER  SPRING 
FLOWER  SHOW 

WORCESTER  COUNTY  HORTICULTURAL  SOCIETY 

30  Tower  Hill  Road  •Boylstor\MA01505«(508^6^111 

SATURDAY,  FEBRUARY  24  ******************************* 

10:30  Home  Landscape  Design’ 

Warren  P.  Leach,  Tranquil  lake  Nursery,  Rehoboth 
11:30  ‘Earth  Day  1990  -  Where  Will  You  Be?’ 

Ted  Conna,  Coordinator,  Worcester  Earth  Day  Committet 
12:30  ‘Ask  Paul  Rogers’ 

BPaul  Rogers,  Host  of  the  WTAG  "Gardener’s  Calendar 

‘Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds’ 

Lillian  Lund  Files,  North  American  Bluebird  Society 

‘lilies  and  Their  Culture’ 

Warren  S.  Summers,  New  England  Regional  Lily  Group 
Tower  Hill  Botanic  Garden  and  WCHS’ 

John  Trexler,  Executive  Director,  WCHS 

‘Herbs  ami  Perennials’ 

Lynn  V.  Hartman,  Hartman’s  Herb  Farm,  Barre 

The  Joys  of  Beekeeping’ 

Joe  Hamel,  Worcester  County  Beekeepers’  Association 
The  Wonderful  World  of  Orchids’ 

Marv  Ann  Grige.  Massachusetts  Orchid  Society 


2:30 


3  30 


4:30 


6:00 


7:00 


Get  the  jump  on  spring 


with  Arcadia  program 


By  TOM  TYNING 


If  you’re  looking  to  jump  the 
season  just  a  bit,  consider  meeting 
Lillian  Lund  Files  Saturday  after¬ 
noon. 

She  will  be  at  Arcadia  Nature 
Center  in  Easthampton  for  a  2 
p.m.  program  on  her  favorite  sub¬ 
ject  —  bluebirds. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  there  is  no¬ 
body  in  Massachusetts  more 
enthusiastic  about  these  legendary 
birds  than  Files,  and  her  presen¬ 
tation  is  likely  to  inspire  you  with 
a  strong  desire  to  go  out  and  buy 
or  build  your  own  bluebird  nest 
box. 

Admission  at  the  door  is  $5  per 
person. 

Bluebirds  are  the  epitome  of 
springtime  in  most  people’s 
minds,  and  since  we  have  just 
begun  the  last  month  of  winter  in 
New  England,  the  timing  of  the 
program  is  excellent. 


*  *  * 


You  will  not  find  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  these  once-common 
thrushes  anywhere  than  you  will 
at  Saturday’s  program.  Plan  to 
take  lots  of  notes  and  ask  lots  of 
questions. 

Files  is  well-suited  for  present¬ 
ing  information  about  bluebirds, 
not  only  because  she  is  the  past 
president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  but  also  because 
she  has  successfully  encouraged 
the  birds  to  nest  in  her  backyard 
for  the  past  45  years. 

Her  first-hand  knowledge  about 
bluebirds  and  her  experience  talk¬ 
ing  with  and  visiting  other  experts 
throughout  the  country  is  remark¬ 
able.  In  addition,  Lillian  bubbles 
with  enthusiasm  for  her  subject. 
Bubbles,  in  fact,  may  be  too  weak 
a  word,  as  you  will  see. 

You  will  also  find 
deeply  committed  to 
the  word  about  the 
bluebird  populations. 

Early  in  the  1800’s  bluebirds 
were  abundant  birds  —  similar  to 
today’s  populations  of  robins. 

Back  then  the  landscape  of  New 
England  was  a  patchwork  of 
farms  and  hedgerows.  There  was 
no  such  thing  as  synthetic  pesti¬ 
cides.  And  there  were  no  exotic 
species  of  birds  to  compete  for  the 
bluebirds’  nesting  sites. 

By  the  early  part  of  this  cen¬ 
tury,  however,  things  had  changed 
radically  —  and  dismally  —  for 
bluebirds. 

Farms  that  had  been  abandoned 
for  the  fertile  soils  of  the  Midwest 
grew  back  into  the  forests  we  see 
today.  World  War  II  brought  a 
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wild  and  dangerous  mix  of  chemi¬ 
cal  compounds  never  before  found 
on  the  planet. 

And  at  the  end  of  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  house  sparrows  and  starlings 
were  imported  from  Europe- 

Bluebirds  are  grassland  ani¬ 
mals,  and  the  forests  choked  much 
of  their  habitat.  Pesticides  not 
only  reduced  their  natural  foods, 
but  also  directly  poisoned  adults 
and  young.  And  the  imported  Eu¬ 
ropean  birds  also  needed  places  to 
nest  —  and  took  over  some  of  the 
same  natural  cavities  and  rotting 
fence  posts  that  had  been  the  main 
nesting  spots  for  the  bluebirds. 


*  *  * 


*  *  * 


Her  annual  routine  begins  in 
late  February  and  early  March, 
when  the  first  of  the  migrating 
bluebirds  return  to  New  England. 

This  is  when  the  males  linger 
around  nesting  boxes  and  the  fe¬ 
males  may  possibly  investigate 
the  interiors. 

Many  of  these  first  bluebirds 
will  continue  north  to  the  farms 
and  fields  of  Vermont,  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine,  but  some 
will  remain  and  others  will  arrive 
later. 


During  the  nesting  period  -  ° 
from  early  spring  to  mid-summer 
—  Lillian  battles  to  keep  exotic 
birds  as  well  as  tree  swallows  and 
house  wrens  from  setting  up  their 
own  nests  in  the  boxes. 

By  making  the  entrance  holes 
an  exact  size  (lVz  inch  in  diame¬ 
ter),  the  starlings  are  discouraged. 

If  the  bluebirds  do  set  up  hou¬ 
sekeeping  in  one  box,  she  lets  the 
swallows  and  wrens  stay  in  others 
and  enjoys  them  all. 


*  *  * 


It  is  not  surprising,  therefore, 
that  most  people  under  50  years 
old  have  never  seen  a  wild 
bluebird  in  New  England. 

This  is  a  pity,  since  the  birds  are 
not  really  all  that  rare  —  they  are 
just  much  less  abundant  than  for¬ 
merly. 

In  addition,  with  just  a  little 
work  and  luck,  bluebirds  can  be 
attracted  to  the  fields  and  mead¬ 
ows  that  still  exist  throughout 
Western  Massachusetts. 

This  is  what  Lil  Files  will  tell 
her  audience  on  Saturday.  Her 
own  personal  model  for  attracting 
bluebirds  may  seem  a  bit  daunt¬ 
ing,  but  she  will  give  neophytes  all 
the  help  she  can. 

In  her  Tyngsboro  backyard,  Lil 
has  many  dozens  of  bluebird  boxes 
dotting  the  landscape.  Each  box 
sits  on  a  trim  pole,  with  the  door 
to  the  box  at  a  convenient  reach 
for  herself. 

The  birds,  it  turns  out,  are  not 
all  that  fussy  about  the  height  of 
their  boxes,  and  Lillian  constantly 
checks  on  her  wards’  devel¬ 
opment.  This  is  part  of  the  man¬ 
agement  that  is  needed  to  success¬ 
fully  attract  and  keep  bluebirds. 


A  few  years  ago,  bluebird  enthu¬ 
siasts  began  to  experiment  with 
different  types  of  houses  and 
backyard  setups.  One  of  these  was 
to  put  up  pairs  of  boxes,  nailed 
back  to  back,  which  may  allow 
both  bluebirds  and  another  species 
to  coexist  in  the  same  location. 

Lillian  will  display  several  box 
designs  as  well.  •*  ~  1 

The  first  hour  of  the  program  is 
devoted  to  a  slide  presentation 
that  Lillian  has  produced.  She  will 
mention  the  other  two  species  in 
North  America  —  the  western  and 
mountain  bluebirds  —  and  then 
launch  into  the  reasons  for  their 
decline  and  methods  of  helping 
them. 

The  focus  of  her  talk  will  be 
how  to  set  up  an  maintain  a  back¬ 
yard  bluebird  trail,  with  a  few  or 
many  boxes.  She  will  give  you  an  I 
exact  idea  of  where  to  place  a  box] 
to  have  the  best  chance  of  attract- 1 
ing  bluebirds,  and  what  you  need 
to  do  if  you  decide  to  try  and 
attract  bluebirds. 


If  you  are  also  excited  about 
bluebirds,  plan  to  remain  after  the 
lecture  to  talk  with  her.  She  is  not 
likely  to  run  out  of  steam  when  the 
subject  is  bluebirds,  and  she  can 
recommend  many  other  sources  of 
information  for  you  as  well. 


Where  Have  All  the  Bluebirds  Gone*; 

Lillian  Lund  Files 
Saturday,  March  3,  2:00  p.m. 

Fee:  $5,  $3  MAS  Members 

How  many  of  us  here  in  New  England  saw  a 
Bluebird  last  summer?  50  years  ago  Bluebirds  were 
among  the  most  common  songbirds  in  North 
America.  But  now,  they  are  in  jeopardy  primarily 
because  they  cannot  find  places  to  breed.  Lil  Files, 

Past  President  of  the  North  American  Bluebird 
Society,  will  present  a  lecture  slide  program  on  the 
Bluebirds’  plight  and  good,  effective  conservation. 

She  maintains  an  extensive  Bluebird  Trail  where 


she  has  had  nesting  Bluebirds  for  over  45  years. 


m 
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Pleasant  View 
227  Pleasant  St. 
Concord,  NH  03301 
(603)  225-3970 


THURSDAY,  MARCH  15  '  7:30PM| 

Lillian  Lund  Files  is  paying 
Pleasant  Viev;  a  return  visit,  with! 
a  video  showing  on  Loons  and  Blue 
Birds.  Bill  Myers  has  built  12 
Blue  Bird  houses  which  will  be 
placed  is  areas  where  Mrs.  Files 
selects.  The  video  showing  will 
be  in  the  Theatre. 


°^Saturday^ 

af  the  Arcadia  Wildlife  ISanctuary. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


I 


The  next  meeting  of  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  will 
be  held  on  Thursday,  April  5th  at  the  Dunstable 
Congregational  Church  (Route  113)  at  7:30  p.m. 

Show  Membership  Card  at  each  meeting.  Dues  single  $5, 
family  $8,  guests  $2  donation,  students  free. 
Refreshments  will  be  served  following  the  meeting. 

WELCOME  TO  MY  WORLD  by  Karl  Schanz--Kar1  of  Tewksbury, 
a  well-known  favorite  club  member,  is  also  a  member  of 
the  Mass.  Camera  Naturalist  Club  &  Master  Member  of  the 
I  New  England  Camera  Club.  He  has  won  many  top  awards  in 
1  photography  &  has  exceptional  talent  in  teaching  & 
lecturing.  His  shows  are  in  great  demand  from  some  of 
the  largest  photo  clubs  throughout  the  country.  His 
brand-new  audiovisual  slide  presentation  is  a  symphony 
of  color  with  stero  musical  accompaniment.  It's  a 
potpourri  of  many  nature  oriented  subjects  covering  the 
North-west  Peninsula  and  the  Cascade  Mountains. 

BIRD  WATCHING  FIELD  TRIP 

April  14  to  Mauds! ay  State  Park  -  Plum  Island.  A 
leisurely  walk  at  Maudslay  before  going  on  to  look  for 
the  elusive  Snipe  and  then  on  to  Plum  Island  for  spring 
migrants.  Meet  at  Caldors  by  8:15  a.m.  Please  dress 
for  coastal  breezes.  Bring  lunch  &  birding  "equipment". 
40  species  sited  last  year  on  this  April  trip. 


Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  program 
on  nature  photography 


T  G  B  O  -  T  h  e 

Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  will  open  its  spr¬ 
ing  season  with  “Birds  & 
Wildflowers  of  Fields  & 
Woods”  by  Dr.  Edmund 
Olchowski  on  Thursday, 
March  1  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
the  Dunstable  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church. 

Dr.  Olschowski  is  a 
retired  dentist  renown  in 
his  avocation  of  nature 
photography.  He  is  an 
active  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Naturalist 
Camera  Club,  and  has 
been  president  of  three 
camera  clubs.  He  is  a  Five 
Star  exhibitor  in  the  PSA 
Nature  Division.  Dr. 
Olchowski’s  bird 
photographs  have  been 
widely  exhibited,  in¬ 
cluding  the  prestigious 
Cornell  University  Or¬ 
nithology  Laboratory. 

Signs  of  spring  will  be 
on  display  in  this  timely, 
entertaining  and  infor¬ 
mative  slide  presenta¬ 
tion.  We  will  see  a 
preview  of  the  weeks  to 
come:  birds  returning 
from  southern  homes 


and  wildflowers  awaken¬ 
ing  field  and  wood. 

Meetings  are  held  in 
the  Dunstable  Congrega- 1 
tional  Church  located  on 
route  113  in  Dunstable 
center  just  five  minutes 
from  route  3.  The  public 
is  invited,  donation  at  the  [ 
door  for  non-members. 
Membership  dues  are  $8 1 
for  family,  $5  for  in- 1 
dividual.  Students  free. 
Refreshments  will  be  I 
served  following  the f 
meeting. 

On  March  3  the  club’s 
bird  walk  leaders  Bill  and 
Mae  Harris  plan  a  trip  to 
the  Merrimack  River  in 
Amesbury,  Salisbury  and 
Newburyport,  as  well  as 
Plum  Island.  They’ll 
look  for  bald  eagles, 
hawks,  owls  and  sea 
ducks.  Meet  at  Caldor  in 
Chelmsford  at  8:30  a.m. 
Dress  warmly.  Bring  bird 
books,  binoculars, 
scopes.  Don’t  forget 
lunch  and  a  drink,  but  the 
group  may  opt  for  lunch 
at  a  local  diner. 
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Elderhosteler 
Profile  Lillian  Files 


Lillian  Lund  Files:  A  conservationist 
working  to  save  native  bluebirds 

Restoring  the  eastern  bluebird’s  natural  habitat 
has  been  Lillian  Files’s  career  and  passion 
since  1979-  That’s  when  bird  enthusiasts  and  con¬ 
servationists  "discovered"  a  thriving  population  of 
the  then-threatened  native  species  living  in  the  gar¬ 
den  of  Files’s  Tyngsboro,  Massachusetts  home. 

"I  had  never  realized  that  the  birds  were  en¬ 
dangered,  until  a  visiting  birdwatcher  friend  ex¬ 
claimed,  ’Lillian,  you’ve  got  a  bluebird!’"  says  Files. 
"I  had  been  seeing  bluebirds  in  my  yard  since 
1949,  and  thought  they  were  commonplace!" 

Files  soon  discovered  that  her  property,  covered 
with  natural,  untouched  woodlot,  was  the  perfect 
bluebird  habitat  and  a  haven  for  many  of  the  dwin¬ 
dling  species’  remaining  members.  Intrigued,  she 
set  out  to  learn  more  about  the  birds’  natural  his¬ 
tory  and  needs. 

"I  found  that,  nationwide,  bluebird  populations 
had  been  dropping  due  to  an  assault  on  their  en¬ 
vironment,"  says  Files.  "The  introduction  of  star¬ 
lings  and  sparrows  from  Europe  was  the  first  of¬ 
fense  -  those  birds  compete  with  the  bluebird  for 
food  and  for  nesting  spots  in  dead,  hollow  trees. 

"Next  came  DDT,  the  insecticide  which 
destroyed  thousands  of  eggs  and  young.  Bluebirds 
feed  on  insects,  and  were  eating  DDT-con- 
taminated  insects  that,  in  turn,  poisoned  the  birds 
at  all  stages  of  life.  Following  that  was  the  energy 
crisis,  when  people  cut  down  dead  trees  to  use  for 
firewood.  Of  course,  development  has  taken  an 
enormous  toll  on  bluebird  habitat  as  well,  and 
remains  one  of  the  largest  current  threats." 
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Files  quickly  became  an  ardent  advocate  for  the 
restoration  of  bluebird  nesting  sites.  "My  involve¬ 
ment  mushroomed,"  Files  recalls.  "First,  I  wrote 
brochures  urging  people  to  build  nesting  boxes  for 
the  birds  and  to  monitor  the  species’  reproductive 
success.  Then  I  started  making  the  boxes  myself.  I 
began  speaking  to  groups,  and  visited  a  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  meeting.  The  next  thing 
I  knew,  I  was  elected  president  of  the  Society  in 
1984!" 

Currently,  Files  spends  much  of  her  time  actively 
restoring  bluebird  populations  by  placing  nesting 
boxes  in  New  England  parks  and  woodlands,  and 
constantly  monitoring  the  numbers  of  birds  breed¬ 
ing  in  the  region.  "So  far,  we’ve  installed  542  nest¬ 
ing  boxes  in  the  southern  New  Hampshire  - 
north/central  Massachusetts  area,"  says  Files,  who 
personally  monitors  114  of  those  boxes. 

"I  also  have  28  nesting  boxes  in  my  yard,  which  I 
use  for  research,"  Files  says.  "My  garden  is  always 
full  of  bluebirds  during  nesting  season.  Sometimes 
I  think  that  28  boxes  is  far  too  many,"  she  laughs. 

Although  she  places  much  emphasis  on  field 
work,  Files  also  devotes  an  equal  amount  of  time 


Continued  from  preceding  page 
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Lillian  Lund  Files  and  friend 

to  public  education,  which  she  says  is  crucial  to 
the  success  of  her  mission.  "People  must  under¬ 
stand  the  benefits  of  having  a  thriving  bluebird 
population,  and  know  how  they  can  play  a  role  in 
its  restoration,"  Files  asserts.  Files  says  that,  so  far, 
she  has  spoken  on  behalf  of  bluebirds  to  over  200 
groups,  ranging  from  women’s  clubs  and  bird 
watchers’  organizations,  to  private  conservation 
groups  and  neighborhood  associations.  Her  public 
activity  has  drawn  attention  from  the  media,  result¬ 
ing  in  frequent  press  coverage.  The  most  recent 
was  an  article  in  a  large  Boston-area  magazine  that 
praised  Files’s  conservation  efforts  and  cited  her  as 
a  "face  to  watch  in  the  90s." 

"I  never  turn  down  an  opportunity  to  talk  to  the 
press,  if  it  means  more  publicity  for  the  bluebirds," 
laughs  Files. 

Files’s  efforts  have  certainly  paid  off.  A  recent  sur¬ 
vey  and  census  have  shown  a  marked  increase  in 
the  eastern  bluebird  population  of  Canada  and 
New  England,  and  people  who  had  never  seen  a 
bluebird  during  their  childhoods  are  reporting 
their  first  sightings. 

"I  have  seen  a  big  comeback  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada,  especially  this  year,"  says  Files.  "It  makes 
me  feel  good  that  people  are  doing  something  to 
improve  the  environment,  and  that  our  efforts  to 
educate  the  public  are -successful." 

An  enthusiastic  and  bubbly  person  whose  anima¬ 
tion  and  ready  laugh  express  her  zest  for  life,  Files 
considers  continuing  education  and  discovery  to 
be  important  ingredients  for  happiness.  She  in¬ 
cludes  Elderhostel  on  her  list  of  things  to  do  when 
she  has  time  to  spare. 

"I  try  to  get  to  Elderhostel  programs  whenever  I 
[  can,"  she  says.  "Usually,  I  go  in  between  bluebird 
I  nestings.  When  the  birds  are  breeding,  I  have  to 
stay  here  to  monitor  them  and  do  my  research.' 


Files  has  been  to  programs  at  Old  Sturbridge  Vil- 1 
I  lage  and  Plimoth  Plantation  -  both  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  -  as  well  as  to  Millersville  University  in 
Pennsylvania  and  Green  Mountain  College  in  Ver¬ 
mont.  "I  have  a  passion  for  history,  and  enjoy 
poetry  as  well.  I  chose  those  programs  because 
|  they  focused  on  my  favorite  subjects,"  says  Files. 

Files  recalls  her  longing  to  participate  in  Elder- 
I  hostel  in  its  earliest  years.  "My  aunt  went  to  Elder¬ 
hostel  in  1975,  when  it  first  got  started,"  she  says. 

"I  was  only  50  then,  and  at  the  time,  I  didn’t  know 
that  I  could  attend  if  I  went  with  a  60-year-old!  It 
I  was  frustrating,  because  I  wanted  to  go  very  much. 

|  As  soon  as  I  turned  60,  four  years  ago,  I  dashed  off 
to  my  first  program,  and  I’ve  been  going  ever  since." 

With  the  bluebirds  due  to  arrive  soon  from  their 
southern  winter  haven,  Files  anticipates  having  her 
hands  full  from  early  March  through  the  end  of  the 
summer.  "That’s  when  the  birds  are  breeding  and 
raising  their  broods  -  sometimes  three  in  a  season," 
she  reports.  During  that  time,  Files  won’t  be  able 
to  get  to  an  Elderhostel  program,  but  has  already 
planned  to  attend  one  at  Plimoth  Plantation  in  the 
fall,  after  the  birds  leave  for  the  winter. 

"That’s  my  time  to  have  fun,"  Files  says.  "I  plan  to 
go  to  many,  many  more  Elderhostels  -  when  I’m 
not  working  with  my  bluebirds!" 
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PUBLIC  INVITED 


THE  ACTON  CONSERVATION  TRUST  PRESENTS 


"BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS" 


How  many  of  us  here  in  New  England  have  seen  a  Bluebird  recently  ?  Bluebirds  are 
often  referred  to  as  the  "Bluebirdsof  Happiness" and  are  one  of  the  best  loved  of  all  our 
songbirds  and  yet  few  get  to  see  them-  even  avid  birdwatchers.  Yet  50  years  ago 
Bluebirds  were  among  the  most  common  songbirds  in  North  America.  They  have  been 
celebrated  in  song  and  literature  as  a  symbol  of  love,  hope  and  happiness.  A  most 
quoted  description  of  these  winged  beauties  comes  from  Thoreau’s  pen:  "The  Bluebird 
carries  the  sky  on  its  back".  This  Slide  program  will  explain  the  Bluebirds’ plight  and  good 
effective  Bluebird  conservation.  A  pair  of  mounted  Bluebirds,  nest,  eggs,  nesting  boxes, 
books  and  pamphlet  will  be  displayed.  Information  will  be  available  on  a  source  for 
purchasing  Bluebird  boxes. 

by 


Lillian  Lund  Files 
North  American  Bluebird  Society 

FRIDAY,  MARCH  16,  1990 

ACTON  TOWN  HALL 
Acton,  Massachusetts 

7:45  PM  -  REFRESHMENTS 


IKarl  Schanz  at  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society  April  5 


Bring  back  the  bluebirds 

A  slide  program  on  bluebirds  by 
Lillian  Lund  Files,  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  will  be  held  Fri¬ 
day,  Mar.  16  at  the  Acton  Town 
Hall,  sponsored  by  the  Acton  Con¬ 
servation  Trust.  Refreshments  will 
be  served  at  7:45  p.m.  At  8  p.m. 
there  will  be  a  brief  annual  meeting 
of  the  trust  followed  by  the  speaker. 
This  slide  program  will  explain  the 
Bluebirds’  plight  and  good  effective 
Bluebird  conservation.  A  pair  of  | 
I  mounted  Bluebirds,  nest,  eggs, 
nesting  boxes,  books  and  pamphlet 
will  be  displayed.  Information  will 
be  available  on  a  source  for  pur¬ 
chasing  Bluebird  boxes. 


T  G  B  O  -  T  h  e 

Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  is  pleased  to  pre¬ 
sent  “Welcome  to  my 
World”  by  Karl  Schanz 
on  Thursday,  April  5  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Dunstable  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church.  The 
public  is  invited  to  at¬ 
tend. 

Schanz  is  a  well-known 
talented  photographer 
from  Tewksbury.  He  is  a 
member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Camera 
Naturalist  Club  and  a 
Master  Member  of  the 
New  England  Camera 
Club.  He  has  won  many 
top  awards  for 
photography,  and  has  ex- 
Iceptional  talent  in 
teaching  and  lecturing. 
His  shows  are  in  great  de¬ 
mand  from  some  of  the 
largest  photo  clubs 
through-out  the  country. 


“Welcome  to  myl 
World’’  is  Schanz’sl 
brand  new  audiovisual! 
slide  presentation.  Hel 
has  used  a  two-projectorl 
dissolve  technique  thatl 
results  in  a  symphony  ofl 
color  which  is  accom-[ 
panied  by  music  ini 
stereo.  The  program  is  al 
potpourri  of  many  nature] 
oriented  subjects  cover¬ 
ing  the  Northwest  Penin-| 
sula  and  the  Cascadel 
Mountains. 

The  TyngsboroughJ 
Bird  Socity  meets  in  the' 
Dunstable  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  located  on 
Route  113  just  five 
minutes  from  Route  3. 
Donation  for  non¬ 
members  at  the  door. 
Membership  dues  are  $5 
for  single,  and  $8  for 
family.  Refreshments 
will  be  served  following 
the  program. 
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SPEAKER 


LIU  JAM  LUMQ-EILES 


BLUEBIRD 
SSOCIATION, 
OF  MAINE 


[The  BLUE3IRD  ASSOCIATION  OF  MAINE  is  pleased  to  present  a  lecture  and  slide 
program  by  Lillian  Lund  Files 

BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS 

Sunday,  April  1,  1990 
Hallowell  City  Hall  Auditorium 
Winthrop  Street,  Hallowell,  Maine 

I Mrs .  Files  has  had  nesting  bluebirds  on  her  property  in  Tyngsboro,  Massachu- 
setts  for  over  45  years.  She  is  a  past  president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society.  $2.00  donation  to  the  BLUEBIRD  ASSOCIATION  OF  MAINE  is 
[requested.  Children  and  members  of  BAM  free. 
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■  File  photo 

J  Saving  the  Eastern  bluebird  is  the  goal  of 
Ithe  Bluebird  Association  of  Maine  which 
I  is  sponsoring  a  lecture  on  helping  the 
I  birds  nest  and  saving  them  from 
■predators  at  2  p.m.  today  in  city  hall 
lauditorium,  Hallowell. 


I  Bring  back  bluebirds 

HALLOWELL  —  Lillian  Lund  Files,  who 
has  had  Eastern  bluebirds  on  her  property  on 
I  Scribner  Hill,  Tyngsboro,  Mass.,  for  40  years, 
|  will  speak  on  "Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds,”  at  2 
p.m.  today  in  city  hall  auditorium  on 
Winthrop  Street. 

Proceeds  from  the  illustrated  talk  will  be 
used  to  promote  the  return  of  the  Eastern 
bluebird,  which  has  been  endangered  by  the 
I  introduction  of  alien  species  and  loss  of 
I  habitat,  and  to  support  the  newly  formed 
Bluebird  Association  of  Maine. 

Files,  past  president  of  the  North 
|  American  Bluebird  Society,  will  explain  how 
to  help  ensure  successful  nesting  of  bluebirds 
and  guard  against  predators. 

Since  the  bluebird  society  was  founded  in 
the  late  1970s  by  ornithologist  Lawrence 
Zeleny,  state  organizations  have  been  formed 
and  have  achieved  success  in  increasing  the 
bluebird  population,  according  to  the 
association. 

Bluebirds,  known  as  the  Blue  Robin  during 
colonial  times,  were  considered  the  true 
harbinger  of  spring  because  of  their  early 
return  to  northern  nesting  areas. 

Thoreau  said  the  bluebird  "carries  the  sky 
on  its  back  and  the  earth  on  its  breast.” 

Donation  at  the  lecture  is  $2  for 
I  non-members,  free  to  members. 

|T<37For  additional  information,  contact  Esther 
|LeckTB82-5246,  or  Bridget  Coullon,  363-6304. 
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bluebirds 
in  Maine 

Lillian  Lund  File,  a  cham¬ 
pion  of  the  cause  of  Eas¬ 
tern  bluebirds,  will  give  a 
lecture  and  slide  program, 
“Bring  Back  The  Bluebirds,”  on 
April  1  at  2  p.m.  in  Hallowell  City 
Auditorium  on  Winthrop  Street. 
The  program  is  aimed  at  pro¬ 
moting  Eastern  bluebird  conser¬ 
vation  in  Maine  and  supporting 
the  newly  formed  Bluebird  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Maine. 

Files  has  had  Eastern  bluebirds 
on  her  property  on  Scribner  Hill  in 
Tyngsboro,  Mass.,  for  more  than 
40  years.  She  lectures  throughout 
New  England  on  bluebird  con¬ 
servation. 

Known  and  loved  by  New  En¬ 
glanders  during  colonial  times, 
bluebirds  were  known  as  the  “blue 
robin”  and  were  a  harbinger  of 
spring  because  of  their  early  re¬ 
turn  to  their  northern  nesting 
areas.  Thoreau  described  the  col¬ 
ors  of  the  bluebird:  “It  carries  the 
sky  on  its  back  and  the  earth  on  its 
breast.” 

Bluebird  populations  declined 
in  this  century  when  people  in¬ 
troduced  alien  species  such  as 
starlings  and  English  or  house 
sparrows,  both  of  which  are  more 
aggressive  than  bluebirds  and 
compete  for  nest  cavities  formerly 
occupied  by  bluebirds.  Loss  of 
farmland  and  hollow  trees  and 
fence  posts  further  reduced  their 
preferred  habitat  and  nest  sites. 

In  the  late  1970s,  Dr.  Lawrence 
Zeleny,  an  ornithologist,  founded 
the  North  America  Bluebird  So¬ 
ciety.  Several  state  organizations 
have  also  responded  to  the  needs 
of  bluebirds  resulting  in  an  in¬ 
crease  in  their  numbers  in  all  areas 
where  organized  efforts  have  been 
made.  For  example,  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Bluebird  Recovery  Project 
announced  more  than  15,000 
Eastern  bluebirds  successfully 
fledged  on  members’  trails  in 
1989,  a  50  percent  increase  over 
the  10,000  fledged  in  1988. 


Files  is  a  past  president  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society 
and  of  the  Tyngsboro  Bird  Club. 
Her  lecture  and  slide  program  will 
focus  on  what  amateur  bird  lovers 
can  do  to  help  insure  the  succes-  _ 
ful  nesting  of  bluebirds  by  placing] 
proper  nest  boxes  in  a  suitable  ha¬ 
bitat  and  monitoring  and  guarding 
against  predators. 

Admission  to  the  program  is  a  $2 
donation  to  Bluebird  Association  of  | 
Maine  for  non-members;  free  for 
members  who  have  paid  $5  dues  to 
BAM.  Children  will  be  admitted  free. 

The  Bluebird  Association  of  Maine 
hopes  to  increase  the  numbers  of 
successful  bluebird  nestings  in  Maine] 
through  education,  establishing  and! 
monitoring  “trails,”  and  sharing  in-J 
formation  with  anyone  who  already! 
has  bluebirds  or  would  like  to  attract! 
them  to  nest  on  their  property. 

For  information  about  the  Blue¬ 
bird  Association  of  Maine,  contact 
Esther  Leek,  president,  RFD  3  Box  | 
438,  Wiscasset,  Maine  04578 
(882-5246). 


BLUEBIRD  LECTURE  SET 

On  Sunday,  April  1, 1990  at  2:00  p.m.  the  Bluebird  As¬ 
sociation  of  Maine  will  present  a  lecture  and  slide  program 
entitled  BRING  BACK  THE  BLUEBIRDS  to  promote 
Eastern  bluebird  conservation  in  Maine  and  to  support  the 
newly  formed  Bluebird  Association  of  Maine.  For  more 
information  about  BAM  please  contact  Esther  Leek  882- 
5246.  A  donation  is  requested. 

The  lecturer  is  Lillian  Lund  Files  who  has  had  Eastern 
bluebirds  on  her  property  on  Scribner  Hill  in  Tyngsboro, 
Massachusetts  for  over  40  years.  A  tireless  champion  of 
the  cause  of  Eastern  bluebirds,  she  lectures  throughout 
I  New  England  on  bluebird  conservation. 

The  Bluebird  Association  of  Maine  hopes  to  increase 
the  numbers  of  successful  bluebird  nestings  in  Maine 
I  through  education,  establishing  and  monitoring  “trails,” 
and  sharing  information  with  anyone  who  already  has 
bluebirds  or  would  like  to  attract  them  to  nest  on  their 
I  property. 


DUNSTABLE  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH 

APRIL  17th  -  Candlelite  Club  Meeting  7:30PM.  Easter  theme  with 

Worship,  program  fellowship.  Lillian  Files  will  show  slides  and  give  a 
talk  on  "Bring  Back  the  Blue  Birds."  Everyone  is  invited.  Please  Come. 


RADIO 


WBZ  1030 


1170  SOLDIERS  FIELD  ROAD  BOSTON  MA  02134  TELEPHONE  787-7000 


April  9,  1990 


Dear  Lil, 

Thanks  very  much  for  the  interesting  information 
and  the  beautiful  poster  on  the  bluebird.  I'd  almost 
forgotten  just  how  beautiful  a  bird  it  is.  And 
it  was  particularly  nice  talking  to  you  on  the  air  last 
week.  I  got  quite  a  lot  of  comments  from  other 
listeners  who  said  they  enjoyed  your  comments  very 
much. 

Thanks  again  and  all  my  best  wishes  to  you. 


£ARTrt  PAY  l«HO 

2-Ot*  AMNlVffRSARY  CELfc ELATION) 
AT  UMASs/  Bottom 


Urban  Harbors  Institute 
University  of  Massachusetts  at  Boston 
Harbor  Campus 
Boston,  MA  02125-3393 


Board  of  Advisors 


Sherry  H.  Penney,  Honorary  Chairperson 
Chancellor,  University  of  Massachusetts 
at  Boston 


May  9,  1990 


Lillian  files 

North  American  Bluebird  Society 
I  Ob  Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  lb  A  0/879 


Dear  M s.  file s,  ~  . 

Thank  you  for  participating  in  Earth  Day  '90  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Boston.  As  a  result  of  your  individual  commitment  to 
helping  the  environment  by  contributing  your  talent  and  resources  to  the 
UMass  Earth  Day  we  were  together  able  to  host  over  6 ,000  visitors ,  /  30 
educational  exhibits ,  7  vessels,  international  dignitaries  and  20 
performers!  The  day  was  shown  live  on  channels  9  and  56  and  was 
documented  widely  throughout  New  England.  Thank  you  for  making  this 
day  a  success  by  inspiring  so  many  to  make  a  difference  in  the 
environment. 

I  wish  you  continued  success  in  all  of  your  future  efforts  and  remain  in 
your  gratitude. 


Sincerely, 

'''“VIA  oLe  V  i 

Madeleine  Walsh 

Public  Education  Coordinator 

Urban  Harbors  Institute 


\ 


Richard  F.  Delaney,  Chairperson 
Director,  Urban  Harbors  Institute 

Walter  Bernheimer 
Chairman,  Hub  Mail  Advertising 

State  Representative  James  T.  Brett 

The  Honorable  William  M.  Bulger 
President,  Massachusetts  Senate 

Daniel  R.  Burke 

Member,  Boston  School  Committee 

City  Councillor  James  E.  Byrne 
Boston  City  Council 

The  Honorable  Michael  J.  Connolly 
Secretary  of  State 

Joseph  E.  Corcoran 
Chief  Executive  Officer 
Corcoran  Mullins  Jennison  Inc. 


Charles  U.  Daly 

Director,  John  F.  Kennedy  Library 


The  Honorable  John  P.  DeVillars 
Secretary  of  Environmental  Affairs 


The  Reverend  Joseph  Fahey,  S.J. 
President  Boston  College  High  School 


Frank  Farrell 

Director,  Bayside  Exposition 


The  Honorable  Raymond  L  Flynn 
Mayor  of  Boston 


The  Honorable  Paul  G.  Garrity,  Esq. 
Save  the  Harbor 


James  S.  Hoyte,  Esq. 

Choate,  Hall  and  Stewart 

The  Honorable  John  F.  Kerry 
Member,  United  States  Senate 


William  Ketter 

Editor,  The  Patriot  Ledger 

Paul  Levy 

Director,  Massachusetts  Water 
Resources  Authority 

Elma  Lewis 

Artistic  Director,  National  Center 
of  Afro  American  Artists 

Maurice  Lewis 

Public  Affairs  Director,  WBCN  104FM 

Charles  Messer 
President,  Boston  Gas 


The  Honorable  John  Joseph  Moakley 
Member  of  Congress 


t 


Ross  E.  Sherbrooke 
Chairman,  Board  of  Trustees 
Thompson's  Island  Outward  Bound 
Educational  Center 

William  0.  Taylor 
Publisher,  The  Boston  Globe 


Please  direct  inquiries  to: 

Urban  Harbors  Institute 

University  of  Massachusetts  at  Boston 

Harbor  Campus  < 

Boston,  MA  02125-3393 

617  287-5570  (Contact  Madeleine  Walsh) 


Printed  with  support  from  the 
Hanson  Printing  Company,  Inc. 

Recycled  paper 


ENGLAND  EARTH  DAY 


2 Otb  Anniversary 
Celebration 


*  ALL  DAY  ENVIRO-FEST 

SATURDAY,  APRIL  21  (10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.) 
University  of  Massachusetts/  Boston  Harbor  Campus 
(Educational,  instructional,  and  participatory  activities 
including  rides,  booths,  food,  and  family  entertainment) _ 


The  Earth  Day  1990  EnviroFest 


Greater  Lowell/North  Essex  Councils 


Present 


fYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


fhe  next  meeting  of  the  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  will 
ie  held  on  Thursday,  May  3rd  at  the  Dunstable 
Congregational  Church  (Route  113)  at  7:30  p.m. 

Show  membership  Card  at  each  meeting.  Dues:  single 
$5,  family  $8,  guests  $2  donation,  students  free. 


PUT  ON  A  LIMB  by  Don  &  Lillian  Stokes 
Don  &  Lillian  Stokes  of  Carlisle  are  well-known  authors 
Df  the  nationally  acclaimed  &  innovative  nature  guide 
series  called  Stokes  Nature  Guides  which  include  three 
volumes  of  A  Guide  to  Bird  Behavior  and  many  other 


w\J  I  Ulllv.  D  Vi  r\  uu  »  v«v-  ^  ~  - -  ■  -  ■  - -  ^ 

recent  books.  They  also  write  a  column  for  Bird  Watcher  sj 
Digest  and  do  articles  appearing  in  Cornell  Laboratory 
af  Ornithology's  Living  Bird  Quarterly.  You  will  enjoy 

sharing  their  insights  on  fascinating  behavior  of  backyard! 
birds  in  their  excellent  slide  presentation.  All  of  their 
many  books  will  be  on  display  -  get  an  autographed  copy! 


BIRD  WATCHING  FIELD  TRIPS 

April  14,  1990  Maudslay  State  Park  Plum  Isl. 

A  leisurely  walk  at  Maudslay  before  going  on  to  look  for 
the  elusive  Snipe  &  then  on  to  Plum  Isl.  for  spring 
migrants.  Meet  at  Caldors  by  8:15  a.m.  Please  dress 
for  coastal  breezes.  Bring  lunch  &  birding  "equipment  . 
(Note:  40  species  last  year  on  this  Apirl  trip.) 


May  12,  1990  Tyngsborough  &  Dunstable 
Now's  the  time  to  think  BLUE  BIRDS  at  Windswept  Acres, 
and  Spotted  Sandpipers  at  Lake  Massapoag!  Of  course  we'll| 
see  many  other  species.  (How  about  the  year  we  got  the 
Black  Billed  Cuckoo,  Yellow  Throated  Vireo,  Oven  Bird 
or  Gray-cheeked  Thrush?)  We'll  meet  at  Lillian  Files 
home  on  Scribner  Hill  Rd.  in  Tyngsborough  at  8:30  a.m. 

If  some  of  you  want  to  bird  a  little  past  midday,  bring 
a  snack  &  tonic. 


May  13,  1990  Mt.  Auburn  Cemetery 

What  can  we  say  about  this  place?  Last  year  16  people 
can  attest  to  seeing  32  species  of  birds  &  12  warblers. 
Add  to  this  the  beauty  of  this  park-like  Arboretum  & 
you  have  the  makings  of  a  beautiful  day!  Meet  at 
Caldors  at  8:15  a.m.  We  leave  at  8:30  sharp.  Dress 
for  the  day,  bring  lunch  to  eat  in  your  car  &  don't 
forget  your  binocs  &  bird  book . 


Eighty  Years  of  Scoutir^ 


Worked  with  St.  Jean  Baptist  Troop  #5  at  their 
booth  helping;  them  answer  the  public’s  questions. 
They  had  a  nice  displaJLconsisting  of  12  boxes, 


posters ,  handouts 
video  tape  running 
troop  leader,  doe 
his  boys 


a  continuous  Bluebird 
all  day.  Luis  Paauin, 
a  wonderful  job  with 


1990  Scout  Show 
Saturday,  April  7,  1990 


Lowell  Memorial  Auditorium 
Lowell,  Massachusetts 


At  a  volunteer  p i c  n  i^suppem 

[recently,  a  gal  came  over  to 


tell  me  about  a  nest 1  of 


|  bluebirds  which  had  been  built 
in  a  bird  box  erected  by  one  of'{ 
her  relatives. 

Everyone  was  elated  because 
these  lovely  birds  had  laid  seve¬ 
ral  eggs  that  had  hatched  sue-: 
cessfully.  .  v 

Soon  they  realized  that  the  I 
nest  had  been  abandoned  by' the 
>  parent  birds. 

I  There  are  many  natural  rea¬ 
sons.  The  first  might  be  the 
deaths  of  the  parents  by  acci- 
dent  or. being  taken  by^bir.dreat- 
ling  hawks,  or  even  Garni  cats; 
for  bluebirds  regularly  feed : on 
the  ground. 

If  there  is.an  extended  period 
of  cold,  rainy  weather,  there 
may  not  be  sufficient  insect 
food  for  the  little  ones  and  they 


Often,  blow  flies  get  into  the j 
nest  and  lay  their  eggs  in  the 
nesting  material.  These  insect 
eggs  hatch  into  bird-eating 
maggots  that  soon  take  the  life! 

blood  from  the  nestlings  . <1 

For  advice  on  helping  restore 
bluebirds  to  this  area  you 
might  read  “The  Bluebird:  How 
You  Can  Plelp  Its  Fight  For 
Survival”  by  Dr.  Lawrence 
Zeleny.  1 

Oi  join  The  North  American i 
Bluebird  Society  by  contacting  I 

01879°  FileS’  Tynesboro>  MA 
She  is  the  most  bluebird  sup¬ 
portive  person  I  have  ever 
known,  g — “ - — - 
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lyngsboro  and  vicinity.  Morning. 

Meet  at  intersection  of  Rtes.  3  &  40  in  North  Chelmsford 

at  7:30 

Leader,  Mr.  Rusty  Gerrish  -  (508)  433-6219  (Pepperell) 
N.B.  For  Bluebirds  &  other  local  nesting  species. 
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By  Sharon  Britton 

SPECIAL  TO  THE  GLOBE 


Concord  -  a  chorus  of 
spring  peepers  sang  in  the  dis¬ 
tance  as  the  fifth  grade  Alcott 
School  Girl  Scouts  raised  their 
binoculars  and  scanned  the 
I  abandoned  apple  orchard. 

“Anybody  see  any  bird  life?”  asked 
I  troop  leader  Karen  Cease,  teaching  the 
girls  how  to  monitor  the  trail  of  bluebird 
boxes  they  had  nailed  to  trees  last  fall  in 
the  Punkatasset  conservation  area.  Spot¬ 
ting  none,  the  girls  set  off  like  recruits  on 
Imaneuvers,  wriggling  under  a  barbed 
Iwire  fence  and  dashing  across  a  soggy 
Imeadow  to  check  each  box  for  signs  of 


■oncord  Girl  Scout  troop  creates  a  trail 
of  wooden  boxes  to  encourage  nesting 


nesting.  Disappointingly  enough,  howev¬ 
er,  two  fat  house  flies  were  the  only  occu¬ 
pants  discovered  once  the  girls  had  gen¬ 
tly  pried  open  the  front  panels  of  each 
box. 

“We’re  kind  of  used  to  it,”  said  11- 
year-old  Courtney  Cease  of  the  scouting 
project  that  is  teaching  the  members  of 
Troop  2681  as  much  about  patience  as 
about  birds  and  the  environment.  When 
they  were  third  graders,  the  girls  decid¬ 
ed  to  help  bluebirds  at  the  suggestion  of 
Daniel  Monahan,  coordinator  of  the 
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town’s  Natural  Resources  Department, 
Concord’s  version  of  a  conservation  com¬ 
mission. 

Common  50  years  ago,  bluebirds 
were  once  Concord’s  first  sign  of  spring. 
Today  they  are  seen  only  sporadically, 
Monahan  said.  The  girls  enthusiastically 
hammered  together  their  first  bluebird 
nesting  boxes  and  hung  them  in  an  old 
calf  pasture  in  town.  Last  fall,  they  got 
more  scouts  involved,  and  today,  they’ve 
hung  about  30  boxes  in  a  few  town  con¬ 
servation  areas,  sparking  interest  in  the 
program  among  adult  birders  as  well. 

Bluebirds  are  cavity-nesting  birds  I 
that  normally  make  their  homes  in  dead 
trees  or  fence  posts.  The  girls,  who  have 
been  waiting  two  years  to  see  their  first 
bluebird,  hope  the  tiny  creatures  will| 
spot  their  houses  this  spring  and  deci- 
deto  stay.  “It’s  not  that  they’re  discour¬ 
aged  but  they’re  not  jumping  up  and; 
down  like  it’s  Christmas  anymore,”  said! 
Karen  Cease.  “But  they’ve  learned  a  lot 
about  what  happens  to  a  species  when  we  [ 
destroy  its  environment,”  she  said. 

Determined  to  see  the  effort  through, 
the  scouts  have  numbered  each  box  so 
they  can  take  notes  about  what  goes  on  j 
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Continued  from  Page  1 

at  each  one 
through  the  summer.  They  plan  to 
return  in  shifts  with  parents  or  adult 
birders  through  the  spring  and  sum¬ 
mer  to  monitor  for  nesting  activity, 
clear  away  unwanted  nests  and 
brush  out  pests  or  parasites  that 
could  harm  eggs  or  hatchlings.  On 
this  day,  they  also  snipped  away 
brush  and  tree  suckers  that  had 
grown  up  around  the  boxes  because 
it  attracts  wrens  and  sparrows,  ag¬ 
gressive  competitors  of  the  blue¬ 
birds. 

Not  all  the  girls  are  happy  about 
the  idea  of  evicting  other  species. 
“How  do  they  know  the  boxes  aren’t 
for  them?”  asked  Maggie  Holzel. 
Bluebirds  have  a  special  historical 
significance  in  Concord,  said  Lillian 
Files,  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  and  the 
girls’  mentor  on  the  project.  Thoreau 
“mentioned  bluebirds  43  times  in  his 
journals,”  said  Files. 

Thoreau,  who  wrote  “the  blue¬ 
bird  carries  the  sky  on  his  back,”  de¬ 
scribed  the  birds  as  one  of  the  most 
joyous  signs  of  spring.  “If  the  warble 
of  the  first  bluebird  does  not  thrill 
you  -  knowT  that  the  morning  and 
spring  of  your  life  are  past.” 

Bluebirds  declined  by  as  much  as 
90  percent  in  the  last  30  years  be¬ 
cause  of  loss  of  habitat  and  the  effect 
of  pesticides,  said  Files.  The  few 
nesting  sites  left  after  large-scale 
clearing  of  farmlands  have  often 
been  taken  over  by  more  aggressive 
birds  such  as  the  English  sparrow, 
sfce  said. 

The  three  varieties  of  bluebirds, 
eastern,  mountain  and  western,  have 
arrange  from  Nicaragua  to  Alaska 
and  much  of  Canada.  The  establish¬ 
ment  of  bluebird  trails,  nesting 
boxes  hung  100  yards  apart  along 
open  pasture  lands  or  orchards,  are 
helping  to  increase  their  numbers, 
she  said.  Files  built  her  owm  trail  of 
114  boxes  in  Tyngsborough  and 
Dunstable  and  has  given  more  than 
200  lectures  throughout  New  Eng- 


‘When  you  see 
these  birds  fly  in 
the  sunlight  it’s 
such  an 

electrifying  blue, 
you  never  forget 
it.’ 

LILLIAN  FILES 
Past  president,  North  American 
Bluebird  Society 


land  about  bluebird  conservation. 

“If  you  have  bluebirds  on  your 
property  you  feel  like  one  of  the  cho¬ 
sen  ones,”  Files  said.  For  45  years, 
bluebirds  have  nested  in  boxes  out¬ 
side  her  back  door  in  Tyngsborough, 
attracting  throngs  of  admiring 
birders  when  they  return  each 
spring.  “When  you  see  these  birds 
fly  in  the  sunlight  it’s  such  an  electri¬ 
fying  blue,  you  never  forget  it,”  she 
said. 

Male  birds  bear  the  bright  blue 
upper  plumage  with  a  reddish  breast 
and  white  underbelly.  Females  are 
duskier.  In  a  tidy  nest  of  woven 
grasses  built  within  a  week’s  time, 
the  female  lays  four  to  six  blue  eggs. 
A  pair  will  brood  two  or  three  times 
in  a  season,  feeding  their  young 
bugs,  caterpillars  and  grasshoppers. 
The  nestlings  fledge  in  18  to  20  days. 

Although  many  people  believe 
that  birds  abandon  their  nests  when 
they  detect  a  human  presence,  the 
idea  is  largely  a  myth,  Files  said. 
Box-monitoring  is  an  essential  com¬ 
ponent  of  bluebird  conservation.  She 
checks  the  boxes  on  her  own  proper¬ 
ty  daily,  counting  eggs  and  even  re¬ 
moving  nestlings  briefly  to  clear  the 
boxes  of  insect  pests  that  could  harm 
them.  If  a  nest  is  destroyed  by  a  rac¬ 
coon  or  competing  bird,  she  cleans 
the  box  so  the  bluebirds  can  start 


over. 


Besides  their  beauty,  the  blue¬ 
birds’  sociability  endears  them  to  en¬ 
thusiasts,  Files  said.  “After  they 
fledge,  they  stay  around  with  the 
parents  all  summer  long.  How  many 
species  have  you  seen  where  the  sib¬ 
lings  from  the  first  brood  will  help 
feed  the  siblings  from  the  second 
brood?”  she  asked. 

A  project  such  as  the  one  run  by| 
the  Concord  scouts  “could  pay  divi¬ 
dends  if  the  boxes  are  in  the  right 
habitat,”  said  Wayne  Petersen,  a 
field  ornithologist  for  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Audubon  Society. 

Bluebirds  nest  in  nearby  Sud¬ 
bury  and  Lincoln,  he  said,  and  have 
made  “more  than  a  modest  return” 
in  recent  years  in  part  because  of  the 
increase  of  bluebird  trails.  In  Con¬ 
cord,  where  there  is  plenty  of  suit¬ 
able  bluebird  habitat,  interest  in  con¬ 
serving  them  is  blossoming,  Mona¬ 
han  said.  Nearly  100  people,  “an 
overwhelming  turnout,”  attended  a 
recent  lecture  given  by  Files 
through  his  department,  he  said. 

“We  don’t  want  to  encourage 
people  to  come  to  Concord  to  look 
for  bluebirds  We  want  people  to  be 
aware  that  they  are  around  and  that 
they  can  help  bring  them  back.  We 
want  to  encourage  people  to  put  up 
boxes  on  their  property,”  he  said. 
Conservationists  want  to  discourage 
an  already  large  overpopulation  of 
sparrows  from  taking  over  the 
boxes,  but  if  a  few7  swrallows  set  up 
house  in  them,  so  much  the  better, 
Monahan  said.  The  swallows  coexist 
nicely  with  the  bluebirds  and  eat 
mosquitos. 

Getting  bluebirds  to  nest  “is  a  long 
shot,”  he  said,  but  “a  very  worth¬ 
while  project  for  the  scouts  to  get 
into.”  The  Girl  Scouts  “have  to  keep 
their  spirits  up,”  he  said.  Besides 
Courtney  Cease,  scouts  involved  in 
the  project  include:  Janna  Barry, 
Amy  Bowen,  Amanda  Baker,  An¬ 
drea  Damon,  Amber  Englund,  Mag¬ 
gie  Holzel,  Lauren  McManama,  Amy  | 
Martin,  Wendy  Miner,  Dana  Paru, 
Jessica  Nichols,  Kin  Pope  and  Emily 
Reynolds. 

- ■ 


“Out  on  a  Limb”  at  Bird  Society 
meeting  May  3 


TGBO-On  Thursday, 
May  3,  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  welcomes  well- 
known  nature  writers 
Don  and  Lillian  Stokes 
i  for  their  program  “Out 
on  a  Limb”  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  the  Dunstable  Con¬ 
gregational  Church. 

The  Stokes,  who  live  in 
ICarlisle,  are  nationally 
lacclaimed  authors  of  an 
linnovative  nature  guide 
Iseries  called  Stokes 
INature  Guides,  which  in¬ 
cludes  three  volumes  on 
birds  alone.  They  also 
Iwrite  a  column  for  Bird 
Watcher’s  digest  and  ar¬ 
ticles  for  Living  Bird 
Quarterly,  a  publication 
of  Cornell  University  Or- 
'nithological  Laboratory. 
i  You  will  enjoy  sharing 
their  insights  on 
fascinating  behavior  of 
backyard  birds  in  their 
excellent  slide  presenta¬ 
tion.  All  of  their  books 
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will  be  on  display  get  an| 
autographed  copy! 

Bird  walks 
scheduled 
The  club’s  bird  walkl 
leaders,  Bill  and  Mael 
Harris,  have  scheduled! 
two  outings  in  May.  The! 
bluebirds  are  back  onl 
Windswept  Acres,  and  al 
walk  will  start  there  onl 
Saturday,  May  12  and! 
continue  to  Lake 
Massapoag.  Meet  at  Lil 
Files  on  Scribner  Road  in 
Tyngsborough  at  8:30 
a.m.  The  following  day  a  j 
trek  to  Mr.  Auburn 
Cemetery  is  planned. 
This  park-like  arburetum 
always  attracts  many 
species  of  birds.  For  this 
trip  meet  at  Caldor  park¬ 
ing  lot  in  Chelmsford  at 
8:15  a.m.  For  further  in¬ 
fo  on  bird  walks  contact 
the  Harrises  at  (603) 
881-9639. 
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TGBO-BIRD  WALKERS  IN  TYNGSBORO:  The  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  sponsorec 
\(he  walk  which  drew  a  record  number  of  72  participants.  (Photo  by  Mary  Ann\ 
:  ward l 


Bird  walk  draws 
large  number;  37 
species  sighted 

TGBO-A  record 
number  of  birders  turned 
out  for  a  local  bird  walk 
to  Windswept  Acres  on 
Scribner  Hill  in 
Tyngsborough.  Seventy- 
two  birders  joined  in  the 
walk  which  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  last  Saturday. 

The  excursion  organiz¬ 
ed  by  bird  experts  Bill 
and  Mae  Harris  is  an  an¬ 
nual  event  that  promises 
a  rare  sighting  of 
bluebirds.  This  year  both 
human  and  bird  numbers 
were  soaring.  Par¬ 
ticipants  listed  37  species 
of  birds  on  Scribner  Hill 
and  nearby  Lake 
Massapoag.  A  special, 
surprise  treat  was  a  visit 
by  a  red  fox! 

The  species  of  birds 
sighted  were:  Bluebirds, 
Chipping  Sparrow,  Nor¬ 
thern  Oriole,  Mock¬ 
ingbird,  Robin,  Tree 
Swallow,  Kingbird, 
Towhee,  Nuthatch, 
Goldfinch,  House  Finch, 
Titmouse,  Bank 
Swallow.  Red-Tailed 
Hawk,  Osprey,  Grackles, 
Redstart,  Yellow 
Warbler,  Warbling 
Vireo,  Red-Eyed  Vireo, 
Least  Flycatcher,  Scarlet 
Tanager  (M&F),  Swain- 
son’s  Thrush,  Yellow- 
Rumped  Warbler, 
Chickadee,  Great  Blue 
Heron,  Broad-Winged 
Hawk,  Downy 

Woodpecker,  Phoebe, 
Song  Sparrow,  Chimney 
Swift,  Catbird,  Rose- 
Breasted  Grosbeak, 
Great-Crested  Flycat¬ 
cher,  and  Flicker. 

The  species  diversity  is 
heartening  in  the  wake  of 
reduced  species  at  many 
winter  feeders  and  spring 
nesting  sites. 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 


SPRING  BIRD  HATCHING  FIELD  HIPS 


TRIP  LEADERS:  Bill  and  May  Harris 
Phone:  ( 603 ) -88 1 -9639 


MAY  12.1990, 


TYNGSBORO  &  DUNSTABLE 


Now's  the  time  to  think  BLUE  BIRDS  at  Windswept  Acres.  And  Spotted  Sand- 
+  u  ers  ^ake  Massapoagl  Of  course  we'll  see  many  other  species.  (How  about 

the  year  we  got  the  Black  Billed  Cuckoo,  Yellow  Throated  Vireo,0ven  Bird  or 
Gray-Cheeked  Thrush?)  We'll  meet  at  Lillian  Files  home  on  Scribner  Hill  Rd. 
in  Tyngsboro , Mass .  at  8:30  A.M.  If  some  of  you  want  to  bird  a  little  past  mid- 
— bring  a  snack  &  tonic. 
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TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

I  Wen  the  regular  meetings  for  the  Bird  Society  have  endedl 
until  September.  However,  bird  watchers  read  on. 

BIRDATHON  May  19th  Bill  and  May  Harris  will  again 
conduct  a  BIRDATHON  TEAM  this' year.  Your  pledges  go  to 
either  protecting  land  or  buying  land  for  our  wildlife 
habitat.  Call  881-9639. 

JUNE  23,  24,  25  Tentatively  considering  a  3  day  trip  to 
the  Conn.  Lakes  Region  of  Pittsburg,  N.H.  If  interested 
call  881-9639. 

Many  of  you  may  have  heard  of  our  local  "Bluebird  Lady." 
Alias  Lil  Files.  If  you  have  ever  met  with  Li  1  and  the 
topic  of--bl uebirds  just  sort  of  came  up,  you  must  have 
felt  her  enthusiasm.  She  is  a  past  president  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society  and  has  a  bluebird  trail 
in  her  backyard.  She  has  been  a  guest  speaker  at  many 
'meetings  for  different  organizations  in  the  past.  Lil 
p’s  very  curious  to  see  how  many  people  have 
birds  in  their  boxes.  She  has  asked  if  you 
respond  to  a  few  questions  for  her. 

—  BLUEBIRD  SURVEY  — 

How  many  boxes  do  you  have? 

How  many  boxes  were  used  by  bluebirds? 

I  How  many  eggs  and  how  many  chicks  fledged? 

What  nested  in  each  box? 

Chickadees ,  Titmice,  Nuthatches,  Swallows,  Wren,  or 
iHouse  Sparrow 

You  can  write  down  all  your  information  and  then  call 
it  in  to  Lil  at  692-2520  or  send  her  a  post  card  to: 

| L i 1 1 i a n  Lund  Files,  Windswept  Acres,  Tyngsboro,  MA  01879, 
If  you  have  any  questions  about  the  survey,  or  the 
[bluebird,  please  call  Lil  at  692-2520.  She  is  really 
anxious  to  see  how  many  bluebirds  are  now  returning  to 
[the  area.  Your  help  in  this  survey  is  truly  appreciated! 


sited  blue 
could  please 


There  is  encouraging  news  of  bluebirds. 
Rita  Lancaster  of  Withington  Lane  saw  a 
female,  Faith  Cross  of  Shaker  Road  saw  a 
male,  and  I  have  seen  a  pair  at  Bowers 
Spring.  On  May  10  in  the  Hapgood  Room 
at  the  library  at  7:30  p.m.  Lillian  Files  of 
Tyngsboro  will  give  a  talk  on  bluebirds  and 
[attracting  them.  Files  is  a  lively  person, 
one  who  has  had  great  success  in  getting 
bluebirds  to  nest  and  raise  their  young.  She 
I  will  have  valuable  information  to  give  and  I 
hope  interested  birders  will  attend. 


-<  Lecture:  bringing  back  bluebirds  >- 

On  Thursday  evening,  May  10  at  7:30  at  the  Library  in  Harvard, 
Mass.,  there  will  be  a  lecture  on  how  to  bring  back  bluebirds. 
The  lecture  will  be  the  kickoff  of  a  project  to  bring  bluebirds 
back  to  Harvard.  We  shall  be  installing  bluebird  houses  on 
conservation  land  near  the  Bolton/Harvard  town  line,  and  could 
use  a  few  more  volunteers  to  monitor  the  birdhouses.  The  main 
task  is  to  evict  other  birds  who  try  to  nest  there. 

*  < 

The  Library  is  a  red  stone  building  that  looks  like  a  library  in| 
the  center  of  Harvard,  at  the  intersection  of  Rtes  110  and  111. 
Take  the  Harvard  (Rte  111)  exit  from  rte  495,  or  the  Harvard 
(110/111)  exit  from  Rte  2,  or  come  in  on  rte  110  from  the  west. 


ICome  to  volunteer  for  the  Harvard  project  or  to  learn  how  to 
bring  bluebirds  back  to  your  town  in  Massachusetts. 


TGBO-LIL  FILES  (center,  background)  talks  to 
second  grade  students  at  Lakeview  School  about 
Bluebirds.  ( Photo  by  Lynda  Gambale) _ 
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America’s  greatest  living  bird  artist  captures  the  beauty  of  songbirds! 


Renowned  wildlife  artist  and  naturalist  Roger 
Tory  Peterson  has  done  much  to  make  bird  watch-| 
ing  a  fascinating  and  enjoyable  hobby.  He  pio¬ 
neered  his  unique  system  of  bird  identification 
in  The  Field  Guide  to  the  Birds -the  most  popular] 
bird  book  in  history.  Often  called  “the  second 
Audubon,”  Peterson’s  prints  and  paintings  are 
treasured  in  great  collections  everywhere. 

Roger  Tory  Peterson  has  dedicated  his  life  to 
observing  and  painting  birds.  Now,  you  can  share  | 
his  unique  vision  of  nature  with  “Bluebirds,”  a 
magnificent,  true-to-life  painting  now  available 
on  a  limited  edition  collector  plate. 
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We  celebrate 
—  f/re  beautiful 
bluebird  as  a 
symbol  of  hope 
and  happiness. 
Since  colonial 
times  the  “blue 
robin”  has  been 
one  of  our  best 
loved  birds. 
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.4*  The  range  of 

the  three  bluebird 
species  extended  to 
nearly  every  part  of 
North  America.  Over 
the  last  half  century, 
bluebird  populations  have 
declined  severely.  Today, 
for  the  majority  of  people, 
the  bluebird  exists  only  as  a 
colorful  adornment  for  greeting 
cards.  The  bluebirds’  population 
decline  is  ominous.  Unless  we  can  do 
something  to  alter  it,  the  bluebird  may 
disappear  and  future  generations  may  never 
thrill  to  the  plaintive  sound  of  one  of  nature’s  most 
appealing  creatures. 


1  UJHO 

la  Files 

wrnKmmmm 

Rsf  Pres)  dtnf’ 

Hr*  Jrt »  *  r. 

Ehh. *  r  vjr*.  ’j*ZTL* ■■yLii iigk  1  >  ,.V 

Vf  X/i  I 


Mcrih 

VS  Lj&xrs  of  Bloebirdl'irig  Experience. 


E.vW$  NOtCH  )Q WGER  P/S^icf 
SR  4  Dtr«t:-  Si“. 
fie-  the.  I  ,  Mai  n  e. 

Mai^  -29,  I  c1clt 

tOiOO  A.tA. 


•  w  -v-i.- 


/  HOu  R.  ±0A1<?  ^ l _ _ _ _ 

WILL  SH0U)  Slides,  dpQir  of  rrxiunM  bkbhfrcK 

e$%st  nesi\n<£  hex*!,  bccKs  ar\cL  pMpUih 

Pub /,c.  f  5  jnV>  te.A  ^6 


*  // *S  /  ^  v 

.  ,V  ’  1  •' 

ur 


>\ 


W 


The  Bluebird  Wars 
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When  vital  resources  are  scarce,  hostilities  can  break  out 
between  the  best  of  neighbors,  by  Stephen  W.  Hyde 
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IT  IS  SPRING  AND 
time  to  start  gearing 
up  for  war  once 
again.  The  shaky  truce 
that  has  endured  since 
September  is  at  an  end. 

Last  weekend  I  spied  my 
neighbor  cleaning  out  his 
bluebird  boxes. 

Now  you  know  as  well 
as  I  do  that  it  will  be 
weeks  before  any  broody 
bird  gives  these  homes 
more  than  a  passing 
thought.  He  was  doing  it 
just  to  provoke  me, 
knowing  I  would  have  to  follow  suit  or  risk 
falling  further  behind  in  the  race.  That’s  the 
kind  of  fellow  he  is  —  an  agent  provoca¬ 
teur  —  the  kind  who  will  clap  you  on  the 
back  with  one  hand,  while  popping  acorns 
into  your  bluebird  houses  with  the  other. 
When  my  birdboxes  house  more  white¬ 
footed  mice  and  flying  squirrels  than  blue¬ 
birds,  I  know  there’s  tomfoolery  about. 

As  best  as  I  can  recall,  we’ve  been  at  war 
the  better  part  of  ten  years.  It  wouldn’t  do 
any  good  to  propose  a  treaty.  He’d  just 
pretend  there  wasn’t  any  war  at  all  and  look 
surprised  and  hurt  at  the  suggestion  of 
conflict  over  something  as  inconsequential 
as  where  a  bird  of  a  certain  shade  of  blue 
chooses  to  build  its  nest.  Inconsequential! 

He’s  clever,  you  see,  and  when  it  comes 
to  birds,  you  just  can’t  trust  him.  First  he 
made  friends  with  me,  lulled  me  into  a 
false  sense  of  security.  Then,  when  my 
defenses  were  down,  he  went  straight  for 
the  jugular:  he  stole  my  bluebirds.  Inside 
of  a  year,  neat  as  any  piper  from  Hamelin, 
he  lured  them  from  my  knoll  to  the  very 
pasture  I  helped  him  clear  and  fence.  The 
ingratitude  of  it!  I  should  have  known  that 
any  professed  bird-watcher  who  wears  red 
sneakers  and  a  long-billed  red  cap  is  a  fraud. 

I  suppose  I  am  ultimately  to  blame  be¬ 
cause  of  the  kindness  I  showed  him:  telling 
him  where  he  could  get  free  bluebird  boxes, 


v 


or 


selling  him  cedar  poles  to 
hang  them  on.  How  was  I 
to  know  I  would  create 
such  a  monster? 

The  first  year  I  let  his 
bluebird-napping  pass, 
chalked  it  up  to  begin¬ 
ner’s  luck.  Besides,  the 
next  year  they  were  back 
on  my  knoll.  It  was  the 
third  year  that  hostilities  K  f 
commenced  in  earnest.  I  V  v 
remember  the  birds  ap¬ 
peared  early  that  year. 

On  March  5  I  spotted  a 
pair  of  them  feeding 
around  the  knoll.  I  saw  them  now  and  then 
throughout  the  month  of  April,  but  in  May, 
when  they  should  have  been  nesting,  they 
were  nowhere  to  be  seen.  In  early  June  I  called 
my  neighbor  and  asked  if  he’d  seen  any  blue¬ 
birds.  “Bluebirds?”  he  said.  “You  bet!  I’ve  got 
two  pairs  nesting  out  here  in  my  field.” 

“One  of  those  pairs  is  mine,”  I  told  him, 
“and  I  want  them  back.”  He  laughed.  I 
knew  then  I  was  in  for  a  fight. 

From  there,  things  escalated.  When  I 
put  up  a  bluebird  box,  he  put  up  more. 
When  I  reported  a  nesting  pair,  he  claimed 
two.  I  began  to  feel  the  strain  of  the  bird- 
box  buildup,  to  perceive  some  subtle 
weakening  in  my  resolve. 

Then,  just  when  it  seemed  the  cold  war 
would  never  end,  my  neighbor  appeared  at 
my  door,  nest  in  hand.  There  were  four 
pale  blue  eggs  in  it.  He  said  he’d  cleaned  it 
out  of  one  of  his  boxes.  It  was  a  gesture  of 
goodwill,  a  token  of  his  desire  for  peace. 

Or  was  it?  Could  it  have  been  a  ploy  to 
buy  time,  to  get  me  to  let  down  my  guard? 

Do  I  dare  to  trust  him? 

Never.  One  thing  I  have  learned  from  the 
bluebird  war  is  that  when  resources  get 
scarce,  no  one  can  be  trusted.  Least  of  all  a 
man  in  red  sneakers. 

Peace?  It’s  a  winter  dream  and  not  likely 
in  our  time.  Not  during  breeding  season 
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"MR.  BLUEBIRD"  PASSES 


Charlie  Ellis,  one  of  North  America’s  great  pioneer 
conservationists,  passed  away  on  February  18,  1990. 
He  was  87.  Bom  at  Jumping  Pound,  Alberta  in 
1902,  Charlie  moved  with  his  family  to  the  Spring 
Valley  district  south  east  of  Lacombe  in  1904.  He 
worked  with  his  father  on  the  family  farm,  then 
gradually  took  it  over  during  the  1940s. 

Known  to  many  as  "Mr.  Bluebird",  Charlie  Ellis  was 
a  visionary  in  environmental  issues  -  a  leader  whose 
thinking  was  far  ahead  of  his  time.  He  was  a 
steward  of  the  earth  that  provided  his  living  and  the 
wildlife  he  shared  it  with.  The  Ellis  farm  was  a 
haven  for  wild  creatures,  and  his  dedication  to  the 
cause  and  success  in  restoring  the  Mountain  Bluebird 
in  Alberta  is  legendary. 

In  celebrating  Charlie’s  long  and  useful  life,  the 
highest  tribute  we  can  pay  to  the  memory  of  this 
great  Canadian,  this  singular  steward  and  teacher  is 
to  fashion  our  own  lives  in  the  precepts  of  Charlie 
Ellis  —  to  carry  on  his  work  and  to  follow  his 
example.  Charlie  showed  us  the  way. 


CHARLIE  ELLIS  REMEMBERED... 


-Ken  Larsen,  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
Ellis  Bird  Farm  Ltd. 

It  is  said  that  for  most  people 
our  characters  are  a  product  of 
our  times  and  environment.  For 
Charles  Ellis  this  was  only 
partially  true. 

Imagine  for  a  moment  the 
childhood  world  of  Charlie  Ellis. 
The  country  was  essentially 
empty;  the  first  waves  of  settlers 
had  yet  to  reach  very  far  into 
the  country  side  in  the  Lacombe 
area  in  1906.  Everything  must 
have  seemed  new,  and  open  and 
limitless. 

Charlie  settled  into  the  life  of  a 
farmer  in  his  father’s  footsteps 
through  the  1920s,  and  by  the 
mid- 193 0s  had  established  himself 


as  a  successful  farmer  and 
rancher.  It  would  have  been  easy, 
and  even  natural  for  Charlie  to 
settle  into  this  mold,  but  there 
was  a  unique  spark  of  caring  and 
individuality  in  Charlie  and  his 
sister  Winnifred  that  showed 
through.  They  became  known  for 
their  self-  sufficiency  and 
individually  in  the  community. 
This  manifested  itself  in  many 
ways  including  their  generous 
help  to  neighbors  and  friends. 
This  integrity  showed  itself  most 
magnificently  in  their  work  with 
wildlife.  There  are  few  people 
who  can  lay  claim  to  the  honor 
of  single-handedly  saving  a 
species  of  wildlife.  That  Charlie 
and  his  sister  Winnifred  did  so 
while  operating  a  very  successful 
mixed-farming  operation  is  a 
tribute  to  more  than  just  their 


considerable  ability  to  manage 
their  time  and  resources 
successfully. 

Consider  the  world  of  the  late 
1940s  and  1950s  in  rural 
Alberta.  The  ethos  was  growth 
oriented  and  materialistic.  The 
natural  world  existed  to  serve  the 
whims  of  mankind  and  it  was 
mankind’s  "duty"  to  subjugate  the 
earth;  wildlife  conservation  was 
not  at  the  top  of  the  rural 
Alberta  agenda. 

In  the  middle  of  all  this,  Charlie 
noticed  that  the  bluebirds  of  his 
youth  were  no  longer  common;  so 
he  set  out  a  nestbox.  Much  to 
Charlie’s  delight,  Tree  Swallows 
moved  in;  however,  shortly 
afterwards  the  Tree  Swallows 
were  killed  by  an  imported  House 


Sparrow.  In  Charlie’s  words: 
"the  war  was  on!" 

We  know  now,  that 'the  secondary 
cavity  nesting  birds,  like  bluebirds 
and  tree  swallows  were  in  grave 
trouble  in  the  early  1950s;  but 
apparently  only  Charlie  Ellis 
knew  it  then;  certainly  he  was 
the  only  one  to  do  anything 
about  it.  Charlie  set  out  nestboxes 
to  help  this  species,  and  then  he 
set  out  more  nestboxes,  and  still 
more;  until  he  had  every  fence 
on  his  960  acre  farm  lined  with 
nestboxes.  He  and  Winnie  then 
started  to  talk  to  their  neighbors 
about  controlling  house  sparrows, 
the  enemy  of  all  our  native 
cavity  nesters.  Sometimes  with  the 
neighbors  help,  but  more  often 


alone,  they  set  out  to  control 
House  Sparrows  in  the 
neighborhood.  After  much  hard 
work,  Charlie  had  managed  to 
establish  the  highest  nesting 
density  of  Mountain  Bluebirds 
ever  recorded!  This  pool  of 
Mountain  Bluebirds  could  not 
have  been  formed  at  a  more 
critical  time  for  the  species 
survival.  The  Ellis  bluebirds 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the 
recovery  of  the  Mountain 
Bluebird. 

In  a  fashion  typical  of  Charlie, 
he  refused  to  accept  recognition 
for  his  work,  so  when  naturalist 
writer  Kerry  Wood  wrote  of 
Charlie’s  achievements,  he  wrote 
of  "Mr.  Bluebird".  Mr.  Bluebird 


inspired,  through  his  example  and 
the  writings  of  Kerry  Wood,  the 
blossoming  of  the  nest-box  trail 
movement  throughout  Western 
Canada  and  then  into  the  United 
States.  The  work  of  the  Lane 
family  in  Manitoba  and  that  of 
other  pioneers  can  all  be  traced 
to  "Mr.  Bluebird." 

Recognition  of  Charlie’s 
achievements  came  late  in  his  life 
and  they  have  been  considerable, 
but  no  recognition  can  repay  the 
gift  Charlie  has  given  to  future 
generations  in  the  form  of  the 
Bluebird. 

Why  did  Charlie  do  it?  In  his 
own  words:  "/  did  it  for  the 
birds". 
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Plimoth  Plantation  Events 


Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds 

The  bluebird,  once  nearly  vanished  from 
the  land  the  English  colonists  found,  due 
to  the  effects  of  urbanization  and  indus¬ 
trialization,  has  been  making  a  comeback, 
thanks  largely  to  the  efforts  of  Lillian 
Lund  Files.  Learn  from  Ms.  Files,  Boston 
magazine  “environmentalist  to  watch  in 
I  the  1990s,  how  you  can  help  this  beauti¬ 
ful  creature  regain  a  foothold  in  New 
(England. 

Thursday,  May  24,  3  pm 
Visitor  Center 
Fee:  $1;  Free  to  Members 
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Appalachian 
Mountain  Club 


PINKHAM  NOTCH  CAMP 


BRING  BACK  THE 
BLUEBIRDS 


Lillian  Lund  Files  will 
explain  the  plight  of 
bluebirds  and  effective 
bluebird  conservation. 


8:00  p.m.  -  Trading  Post 


THE  REPORTER,  NORTH  CONWAY,  N.H. 


Thursday 
July  12 

"Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds" 

presentation  at  A.M.C. 
Pinkham  Notch  Camp,  8  p.m. 
Free  and  open  to  the  public. 


THE  INDEPENDENT 


>  “Bring  Back  the 
Bluebirds”— Lillian  Lund  Files 
will  give  a  presentation  on  efforts 
to  bring  back  bluebirds  and  how  the 
public  can  help,  8  p.m.  at  Pinkham 
Notch  Camp. 


^Sjre"are  now  about  24  peo¬ 

ple  within  a  mile  of  Files’  house 
regularly  visited  by  bluebirds. 

Early  every  afternoon,  while 
bluebird  parents  are  out  hunt¬ 
ing  for  insects  and  other  food, 
SUFiles  looks  in  on  the  chicks  in 
the  bluebird  houses  in  the  Field 
^behind  her  home,  and  checks 
for  the  birds’  predators,  includ¬ 
ing  snakes  and  cats. 

The  intense  local  interest  in 
^preserving  bluebirds  seems  to 
have  paid  off.  Files  said  the 
birds  have  enjoyed  "an  incredi¬ 
ble  increase”  locally  since  1979. 

No  doubt  the  comeback  has 
had  much  to  do  with  Files  her¬ 
self,  and  with  the  example  she 
sets  at  "Windswept  Acres,”  lo¬ 
cated  close  to  the  Tyngsboro 
boundaries  with  Westford,  Gro¬ 
ton  and  Dunstable 


Lillian  Files  tends  to  nest  of  bluebirds  in  Tyngsboro 


SUN  BRADCAUCHON 


IN  TYNGSBORO 


Woman  returns  bluebirds  to  happiness 


By  MARGARET  SMITH 
Sun  Correspondent 


TYNGSBORO  -  Once  rarely  seen  because 
I  of  the  destruction  of  its  natural  habitats,  the 
bluebird  is  enjoying  a  comeback  -  in  part 
thanks  to  a  Tyngsboro  woman  who  has  dedi- 
Icated  her  life  to  preserving  the  species  and 
raising  awareness  of  the  importance  and  fra- 
|gility  of  nature. 

Lillian  Files,  who  assists  her  husband, 
lOrrin,  with  the  management  of  Files  Equip¬ 
ment  in  Acton,  said  this  week  her  interest  in 
|  the  bird  began  45  years  ago. 

As  a  young  woman  growing  up  in  Greater 
I  Boston,  Files  vacationed  with  her  family  at 
their  summer  camp  in  rural  Tyngsboro, 
where  she  found  blue-winged,  red-breasted 
birds  nesting  there.  A  neighbor  brought  it  to 
her  attention  that  the  bird  was  rare  to  the 
area.  She  started  wondering  why,  and 
I  whether  she  could  do  something  about  it. 

In  1979,  she  learned  of  the  North  American 
I  Bluebird  Society,  a  nationwide  organization 
that  boasts  5,000  members  dedicated  to  pre¬ 
serving  the  species.  Files,  a  past  president  of 
the  group,  received  an  award  for  her  out¬ 
standing  contribution  to  the  preservation  of 
bluebirds  at  the  society’s  1989  annual  con¬ 
vention.  She  has  spent  the  past  11  years  giv- 
ling  countless  lectures  throughout  the  coun¬ 
try,  teaching  people  how  they  can  help  re¬ 
plenish  the  bluebirds’  depleted  habitat. 


Once  plentiful  throughout  North  America, 
the  bird  has  in  the  past  century  lost  much  of 
its  habitat  to  humans.  The  birds  nest  in  holes 
in  small  trees  and  in  fence  posts,  but  the  re¬ 
placement  of  fence  rows  with  barbed  wire  and 
the  pruning  of  orchards  has  depleted  the 
availability  of  living  space.  Also,  the  importa¬ 
tion  in  the  19th  century  of  European  birds  - 
such  as  the  starling,  an  aggressive  bird  that 
destroys  other  birds’  eggs  to  make  room  for 
its  own  -  gave  the  comparatively  gentle 
bluebird  new  enemies. 

Now,  Files  said,  bluebirds  depend  on  hu¬ 
man  beings  to  preserve  their  habitats  and  to 
protect  them  from  predators.  She  said  this 
can  be  done  by:  constructing  bird  houses  to 
replace  their  former  habitats  in  fence  posts 
and  small  trees;  monitoring  nests  and  check¬ 
ing  on  the  health  of  the  chicks;  and  keeping 
away  predatory  birds  and  other  animals.  If 
the  bird  houses  go  unwatched,  she  said,  the 
bluebirds  are  not  likely  to  do  well  on  their 


own. 


Locally,  Files  founded  the  Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society,  a  club  dedicated  to  building  and 
monitoring  bluebird  houses  and  offering 
monthly  nature  programs  to  the  public.  Since 
1983,  the  club  has  put  up  542  houses  in  the 
Tyngsboro-Dunstable  area  and  established  a 
series  of  bluebird  trails.  Files  herself  has  put 
up  114,  she  said. 


Please  see  BIRDS/6 
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The  Quarterly  Journal 
About  Bluebirds 


Concord  Girl  Scouts  Help  Bring  Back 
Thoreau’s  Bluebirds 

Tom  Blanding 


“The  bluebird  carries  the  sky  on 
its  back.” 

When  Henry  Thoreau  recorded 
this  pleasing  image  in  his  Journal  in 
1852,  the  beautiful  sparrow-sized  blue¬ 
bird  was  still  reinforcing  the  Concord 
sky.  The  bluebird  was  once  one  of  New 
England’s  most  abundant  songbirds 
and,  as  Thoreau  observed,  the  spring 
air  was  liquid  with  its  warble.  Now  the 
bluebird  rarely  sings  in  Concord  and, 
without  its  colorful  complement,  it 
seems  the  sky  is  falling. 

The  scarcity  of  places  where  the 
bluebird  can  breed  successfully  has 
led  to  its  virtual  disappearance  from 
our  New  England  landscape. 

But  now  come  hopeful  signs.  Over 
the  past  few  years  there  have  been  sev¬ 
eral  bluebird  sightings  in  Concord.  Ed 
McCaffrey  described  one  such  sight¬ 
ing  in  his  “Incidentally”  column  in  the 
Concord  Journal  in  November  of  1989, 
adding  that  such  a  report  “gives  us 
courage  to  face  the  winter  knowing 
that  when  the  snow  melts  we  may 
again  see  a  bluebird  in  Concord.” 

If  we  do,  it  will  be  because  the 
Concord  Girl  Scouts  have  established 
bluebird  trails  on  three  pieces  of  Con¬ 
cord  Conservation  Land:  the  Old  Calf 
Pasture  along  the  Lowell  Road,  Pon- 
kawtassett  in  the  Estabrook  Country, 
and  Harrington  Park  near  the  Assabet 
River  in  West  Concord. 

The  bluebird  trails  were  estab¬ 
lished  by  Girl  Scout  Troop  2681  of  the 
Patriot’s  Trail  Girl  Scout  Council.  These 
fifth  graders  from  the  Alcott  School 
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hosted  the  program  for  other  Concord 
Girl  Scouts.  Karen  Cease,  leader  of  the 
troop,  directed  the  program  with  Pat 
Waggett,  Service  Chairman  of  the  Con¬ 
cord  Girl  Scouts. 

On  3  November  a  party  of  about  30 
girls  and  six  adults  set  up  24  bluebird 
houses  on  the  three  tracts  of  Conser¬ 
vation  Land.  (A  third-grade  group  had 
put  out  five  boxes  in  the  Calf  Pasture 
two  years  ago.)  The  boxes  were  made 
by  the  Girl  Scouts  themselves  from 
fully  equipped  kits  prepared  by  Dick 
Cease. 

From  the  beginning  this  program 
has  been  a  community  project.  Con¬ 
cord  Selectman  Bill  Sullivan  donated 
wood  for  the  boxes.  Dan  Monahan, 
Concord  Natural  Resources  Coordina¬ 
tor,  helped  set  up  the  program,  and  the 
whole  enterprise  benefited  from  his 
encouragement  and  advice.  Lillian 
Files  of  Tyngsboro,  past-president  of 
the  North  American  Bluebird  Society, 
presented  an  educational  slide  pro¬ 
gram  and  helped  select  the  sites  where 
the  boxes  were  set  up. 

Henry  Thoreau  would  have  great¬ 
ly  admired  the  work  of  the  Concord 
Girl  Scouts  to  bring  back  the  blue¬ 
birds.  Perhaps  before  too  many  springs 
have  passed,  the  air  again  will  be  liquid 
with  its  warble.  Then  we  will  have  Con¬ 
cord  Girl  Scout  Troop  2681  to  thank 
when  the  bluebird  once  again  carries 
the  Concord  sky  on  its  back.  ■ 


100  Barrett’s  Mill  Road 
Concord,  MA  01742 


Sialia,  Summer  1990 
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Tyngsboro  Bird 
Society  presents 
photo  exhibit 

T  G  B  O  -  T  h  e 

Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  is  pleased  to 
present  “Shoreline 
Treasures”  by  Mark 
Wilson,  Boston  Globe 
staff  photographer,  on 
Thursday,  October  4 
at  7:30  p.m.  in  the 
Dunstable  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church. 

Wilson,  a  well- 
known  club  member 
from  Dunstable,  also 
writes  the  Globe’s 
weekly  photography 
column  in  the  Sunday 
edition.  He  has  won 
many  top  awards  for 
his  work,  including  the 
1981  Fitzgerald  Award 
for  Photo-journalism. 
His  photos  appear  in 
(prestigious  nature 
periodicals,  such  as 
National  Wildlife,  Na¬ 
tional  Geogranhic  anH 
Natural  History. 
Come  and  explore  the 
endangered  coastal 

birds  of 

Massachusetts.  We 
will  see  intimate  looks 
at  short-eared  owls, 
piping  plovers, 
American  oyster- 
catchers,  terns  and 
other  waders. 

Meetings  of  the 
Tyngsborough  Bird 
Society  are  held  in  the 
Dunstable  Congrega¬ 
tional  Church  on  route 
113  in  Dunstable 
center  just  5  minutes 
from  route  3.  The 
public  is  invited  to  at¬ 
tend.  Admission 
charge  for  non- 
members. 
Refreshments  are  serv¬ 
ed  following  the  pro¬ 
gram.  For  further  in¬ 
formation,  call 
1692-2520. 


Sialia,  Autumn  1990 
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Bluebird  Tales 

Mary  D.  Janetatos 

We  are  well  aware  of  the  Bluebird 
■Association  of  Maine  for  past  presi¬ 
dent  Lillian  Files  presented  her  lecture 
land  slide  program  to  the  group  in  April 
land  reported  great  enthusiasm  and  in- 
Itorost.  Eslhor  Lock  of  Wiscossof  ME 
|ls  current  president  of  the  group  ’ 


TYNGSBOROUGH  BIRD  SOCIETY 

The  Tyngsborough  Bird  Society  has  joined  17  Massachusetts 
bird  clubs  and  the  Manomet  Bird  Observatory  to  form  the 
[MBO/Mass.  Birders  Forum,  working  to  protect  neotropical 
migrant  birds  and  their  Western  Hemisphere  habitats.  The 
first  project  of  the  forum  is  to  collect  used  binoculars, 
jscopes  and  other  basic  equipment  for  field  research. 

Birders  have  noticed  a  decline  in  local  populations  of  certain 
birds  as  a  result  of  tropical  rainforest  deforestation. 
Participants  in  Latin  American  field  research  are  in  dire 
need  of  basic  equipment,  club  president  Lauren  Chaney  explained 
at  the  September  meeting.  As  many  as  10-15  people  share  one 
pair  of  binoculars,  added  Li  I  Files,  who  represented  the  club 
at  the  forum's  organizational  meeting. 

So  urgent  is  the  need  for  equipment,  Bill  Harris  said,  that 
binoculars  need  not  be  in  perfect  shape.  Two  pairs  of  broken 
binoculars  might  be  made  into  one  usable  pair.  He  pointed  out 
most  birders  have  a  pair  of  no-longer_used  binoculars  that 
were  bought  when  they  first  started  out,  and  have  since  been 
upgraded.  He  suggested  donating  those  unused  binoculars  to 
field  biologists. 

MBO  became  aware  of  the  desperate  need  for  eouipment  during 
their  symposium  last  December  on  the  ecology  and  conservation 
of  migrant  birds.  The  salient  point  arising  from  the  symposium 
was  the  need  for  a  hemispheric  perspective  in  the  decline  of 
bird  populations  as  tropical  deforestation  and  habitat 
fragmentation  in  North  America  occur.  Basic  information  that 
only  field  research  can  supply  is  urgently  needed  if  wise 
conservation  decisions  are  to  be  made  by  Latin  American 
governments.  Yet  research  is,  at  best  difficult  and,  at 
worst,  thwarted  without  binoculars,  scopes  and  banding 
supplies  which  are  often  prohibitively  expensive. 

"There  are  scores  of  grassroots  conservation  and  education 
groups  in  Latin  America  that  would  be  working  much  more 
effectively  to  inform  their  citizens  of  the  value  of  preservinc 
natural  resources,  if  they  had  proper  equipment,"  Dr.  R.  Tod 
Highsmith,  public  information  officer  for  MBO,  said  at  the 
forum  meeting. 

MBO  will  coordinate  the  Mass.  Birders  Forum  efforts  to 
establish  a  link  with  research,  conservation  and  education 
groups  in  Latin  America.  Locally,  anyone  wishing  to  donate 
n terns  to  this  cause  may  contact  Lil  Files,  692-2520;  Lauren 

n?™726a’  or  in  New  HamPshire  contact  Bill  Harris 
bUJ  881“9639. 


The  next  scheduled  meeting  is  November  1st  7:30  p  m  at  the 
Dunstable  Congregational  Church,  Rte  113.  Dues  Single  $5 
Family  $8t  Guests  $2  donation,  -students  free. 

The  Majestic  Rockies  by  Jean  Buermeyer 
Jean  of  Harvard  is  a  well  known  photographer,  lecturer  and 
teacher  whose  work  has  appeared  in  many  journals  and  books 
Her  slide  presentation  (some  of  which  is  set  to  music)  will 
cover  Montana's  Glacier  National  Park  and  continue  into 
Canada  -s  Banff  and  Jasper  National  Park  which  are  considered 
the  most  spectacular  and  magnificent  scenery  in  North  America 
Her  scenes  will  include  wildf lowers,  peaceful  lakes,  racing 
rivers,  waterfal Is  &  beautiful  mountainous  landscapes  includim 
[their  wildlife  of  birds  and  animals.  She's  another  favorite 
of  our  club. 

For  further  information  on  programs  and  other  activities 

649-7268  ,  Lil  Files  Programs 

by2  2520  .  Bill  &  Mary  Harris  Bird  Walk  Leaders  882-9639. 
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Bluebird  box  against  a 
Sunset  at  Windswept  Acres 


THIRTEENTH 
ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE 
NORTH  AMERICAN  BLUEBIRD  SOCIETY 

The  13th  annual  meeting  of  the  North  American  Bluebird  Society 
will  be  held  in  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  October  26-28, 1990. 


North  American  Bluebird  Society  to  meet  in  Gettysburg 


The  13th  annual  meeting  of  the 
North  American  Bluebird  Society 
Inc.,  hosted  by  the  Pennsylvania 
Department  of  Environmental 
Resources,  will  be  held  at  the 
Ramada  Inn,  Gettysburg,  on  Oct. 
26-28. 

Participants  can  register  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Ramada  on  Thursday 
afternoon.  On  Friday  morning, 
they  will  have  a  guided  bus  tour  of 
the  battlefield  and  the  Eisenhower 
farm,  and  will  car  pool  for  a  birding 
trip  to  Codorus  State  Park. 

Friday  evening  will  be  a  mem¬ 
bers  social  hour,  and  NABS  found¬ 
er,  Larry  Zeleny  will  speak  briefly 
and  field  questions  about 
bluebirds. 

A  video  tape  of  CBS  new  Earth 
Week  report  about  bluebirds  fea¬ 
turing  NABS  member  Jack  Finch 
of  North  Carolina  and  a  news  clip  of 
Sister  Barbara  Annes,  “Beakless 
Bluebirds”  will  also  be  shown. 

Saturday  morning  there  will  be  a 
program,  “Testing  Anti -Raccoon 
Capability  of  Bluebird  Nesting 
Boxes,”  by  Kevin  L.  Berner,  Assis¬ 
tant  Professor  of  Fisheries  and 
Wildlife  Technology,  State  Univer¬ 


sity  of  New  York  at  Cobleskill. 

At  1 0:20  a.m.  “Return  of  the  Rap¬ 
tors,”  will  be  presented  by  Robert 
Schutsky,  Senior  Research  Biolo¬ 
gist,  RMC  Environmental  Services, 
of  Muddy  Run,  Pa. 

Before  lunch,  Jean  Kling,  Envir¬ 
onmental  Education  Specialist 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of 
State  Parks  will  present  “State 
Park  Bluebird  Program.” 

On  Saturday  at  1  p.m.  there  will 
be  a  business  meeting  and  presen¬ 
tation  of  awards. 

At  2  p.m.  Harold  Greenlee, 
Natural  Resource  Specialist  at  the 
Gettysburg  National  Park  will  pre¬ 
sent  “The  Vultures  of  Gettysburg.” 

At  3  p.m.  “A  History  of  Mountain 
and  Western  Bluebird  Recovery” 
will  be  presented  by  Art  Ayles- 
worth,  of  Montana,  long-time  blue¬ 
bird  conservationist. 

At  3:45  p.m.,  Art  Kennel,  Gettys¬ 
burg  bluebirder,  will  present, 
“Bluebirds  at  the  Eisenhower 


Farm.” 

At  7  p.m.  Saturday  there  will  be  a  I 
banquet  with  featured  speaker 
James  J.  Brett,  curator  at  Hawk 
Mountain  Sanctuary  in  Kempton, 
Pa. 

The  conference  will  conclude  on 
Sunday  morning  with  a  field  trip  to 
Tuscarora  State  Park. 
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Andre  Dion  &  Lil  Files 
(The  Bluebird  Man  of 
Quebec  &  The  Bluebird 
Lady  of  New  England ) 


Birding  at  Gettysburg) 
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His  former  caddie  and  others 
talk  about  Gettysburg's  most 
famous  resident 
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,  Despite  security  concerns,  Eisenhower  was  able  to  enjoy 
his  Gettysburg  farm,  even  during  his  presidency.  The  Eisen¬ 
howers  appreciated  their  Gettysburg  neighbors,  said  Charles 
Wolf,  Eisenhower’s  attorney  after  retirement,  because  they 
respected  the  First  Family’s  privacy. 

The  General  — «the  title  endured  in  and  beyond  the  pres¬ 
idency  —  was  an  early  riser,  up  at  6  or  6:30  in  the  morning. 
He  would  get  up,  go  into  his  small  dressing  room,  shower, 
shave,  and  dress.  His  valet,  Sgt.  Russell  Moaney,  would  be 
there  to  make  sure  he  was  properly 
attired. 

He  ate  breakfast  on  the  sun  porch, 
and  was  said  to  relish  Pennsylvania 
Dutch-style  items  such  as  scrapple, 
apple  butter,  and  smearcase. 

Then  Eisenhower  would  go  to  his 
office  on  the  Gettysburg  College  cam¬ 
pus  to  work  on  his  memoirs.  He 
worked,  in  military  fashion,  five  days  a 
week,  with  a  half-day  on  Saturday. 

However,  a  lifetime  of  work  habits  did 
not  preclude  him  leaving  early  a  few 
afternoons  to  golf  at  the  Gettysburg 
Country  Club. 

Arthur  Kennell  was  the  first  person 
cleared  to  caddie  for  Eisenhower  at 
the  country  club.  Now  the  superinten¬ 
dent  of  the  Evergreen  Cemetery,  a 
strategic  site  during  the  second  day  of 
the  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  Kennell  is 
surrounded  by  memorabilia  of  Eisen¬ 
hower  —  golf  clubs,  a  painting  by  artist  Eisenhower,  political 
items,  postcards,  and  autographed  copies  of  the  general’s 
books. 

Kennell  recalls  that  someone  from  the  Secret  Service  or 
the  farm  called  the  country  club  to  find  someone  who  could 
caddie  on  short  notice. 

“I  didn’t  caddie  for  him  the  first  time,  but  the  second 
time.  And  thereafter,  I  imagine  I  caddied  for  him  about  70 
percent  of  the  time,”  Kennell  said.  “He  played  golf  until 
1967. 1  was  the  superintendent  of  the  golf  course. 

“He  was  easy  to  caddie  for  in  a  sense,  but  in  another 
sense,  the  bag  he  used  had  more  than  the  allowed  limit  of 
clubs.  You  were  allowed  14  clubs,  but  with  his  putters  and 
everything,  he  had  about  18  or  20.  It  was  a  big  leather  bag, 
and  pretty  heavy.  Plus,  you  had  to  keep  up  with  their  golf 
carts.” 

Eisenhower’s  favorite  putter  was  a  Bullseye,  which  he 
later  gave  to  Kennell  as  a  gift.  Different  people  would  give 
him  putters  with  “Eisenhower”  or  “Ike”  or  “DDE” 
inscribed  on  them.  Spalding  sent  him  a  new  set  of  clubs  each 
year.  One  year,  Spalding  sent  clubs  without  Bobby  Jones’s 
name  imprinted  on  each  club,  so  Eisenhower  refused,  to  use 
them  and  sent  them  back. 

“I  don’t  think  he  was  a  superstitious  golfer,  although  some 
of  the  things  that  went  on  may  have  made  him  appear  so,” 
Kennell  said.  “I  think  because  of  his  military  background, 
when  airplanes  would  fly,  he’d  hear  them  and  if  a  tree  was 
nearby,  he  would  go  under.” 

EisenRower  was  “a  pretty  good  golfer  for  his  age,”  but 
given  the  amount  of  concentration  required  to  play  golf  —  “it 
takes  a  lot  of  concentration”  —  and  the  burden  of  his  office, 
the  pressures  “interfered  with  his  concentration.” 

Kennell  said  he  could  tell,  when  Ike  got  out  of  his  limou¬ 
sine,  “almost  immediately  whether  he  was  going  to  play  golf 
or  if  he  had  a  lot  of  things  on  his  mind  from  just  the  way  he’d 
say  good  morning  or  something  like  that.  He  was  very  com¬ 
petitive  and  hated  to  lose.  He  had  a  temper,  and  he  could 


swear  with  the  best  of  them.  His  favorite  expression  when  he 
was  frustrated  was  ‘gol  darn.’  ” 

Eisenhower  preferred  to  play  with  a  foursome.  Often  they 
included  colleagues  from  Washington,  or  close  friends  such 
as  General  Nevins  or  George  Allen,  a  partner  in  the  Angus 
cattle  operation.  There  was  also  a  select  group  of  country 
club  members  who  joined  the  General  on  the  greens. 

“Arnold  Palmer  was  here  one  time  and  played  with  him,” 
Kennell  said.  “When  Eisenhower  played,  he  very  seldom 

talked  about  business  at  the  White 
House.  Conversation  normally  was  on 
the  game.  The  people  he  played  with 
knew  he  wanted  to  play  golf.” 

Kennell  thinks  the  second  hole  in 
the  course  was  Ike’s  favorite.  “One 
time  he  was  about  four  inches  from  a 
hole  in  one.” 

In  a  tacit  gentleman’s  agreement, 
Kennell  refrained  from  going  to  the 
press  with  details  of  his  contacts  with 
the  General.  He  also  advised  Ike 
about  a  putting  green  that  was 
installed  at  the  farm.  Eisenhower 
expressed  his  gratitude  for  Kennell’s 
discretion  with  many  mementos. 

“When  he  would  get  to  the  golf 
course,  the  photographers  would  be 
there.  He  was  very  genuine,  but  he 
did  not  want  photographers  all  over 
the  golf  course.  They  would  sit  on  the 
porch  and  wait  until  he  was  done.  I 
guess  it  was  because  of  the  privacy  he  had  there  that  he 
played  so  much.” 

“One  of  the  things  which  upset  him  was  that  some  of  the 
members  would  let  him  play  through,  and  then  they  would 
tell  people  they  let  the  President  play  through.” 

Kennell  recalls  that  one  day  during  Eisenhower’s  retire¬ 
ment  years,  when  Mamie  was  out  and  the  chauffeur  wasn’t 
available,  Eisenhower  drove  Mamie’s  blue  Chrysler  to  the 
club  to  play  golf.  When  he  returned,  the  car  was  parked  in. 

“He  came  into  the  pro  shop  and  said,  ‘Art,  can  you  come 
out?  I  can’t  get  it  out.’  I  got  it  out,  and  the  last  thing  he  said 
was,  ‘Don’t  you  tell  anyone  about  this,  because  Mamie  will 
really  give  me  hell  because  I  don’t  have  a  driver’s  license.’ 

“That  was  crazy,  because  he  was  really  embarrassed,” 
Kennell  said.  “I  didn’t  tell  anyone  for  as  long  as  he  was  living.” 

Eisenhower  took  up  painting  late  in  his  life,  and  Kennell 
has  the  last  painting  he  produced.  (See  page  20.)  In  May  of 
1967,  the  pro  at  the  golf  club  “received  a  call  from  the  farm 
asking  about  my  whereabouts,  and  that  I  was  to  come  down 
to  the  farm  if  I  could. 

“So  I  went  down,  and  when  I  got  there  he  was  sitting  on 
the  sun  porch.  We  were  talking  about  golf  and  the  course, 
and  he  said  that  he  thought  I  spent  more  time  with  him  cad¬ 
dying  than  anyone,  and  he  was  very  appreciative  for  what  I 
did  for  him  over  the  years  we  knew  each  other. 

“He  said,  ‘Did  I  ever  give  you  a  painting?”  And  I  said, 
‘No,  sir.’ 

“He  got  up  from  the  couch,  and  reached  behind  the 
couch,  and  said,  ‘Here,  I  would  like  you  to  have  this.’  I  think 
he  said  something  to  the  effect  that  it  was  his  last  completed 
painting,  which  depicts  the  putting  green,  the  sun  porch,  and 
the  house.  Then  he  asked  me  if  I  had  any  golf  clubs.” 

Ike  called  the  country  club,  Kennell  said,  “and  told  them 
I  was  to  have  his  three  sets  of  golf  clubs.” 

Dwight  David  Eisenhower,  said  Kennell,  was  “just  a  man 
who  did  not  show  he  was  a  president.  He  was  just  a  natural 
human  being.” 
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EARLY  RISER,  UP  AT  6  OR 
6:30  IN  THE  MORNING. 


OFFICERS 

President:  Sadie  Dorber  (incumbent) 

Vice  President:  Thomas  Tait  (incumbent) 
Treasurer:  Delos  C.  Dupree  (incumbent) 

Recording  Secretary:  Suzanne  Pennell  (incumbent) 
Corresponding  Secretary:  Joseph  Tait  (incumbent) 


DIRECTORS 

Andre  Dion 
Kenneth  Jankowski 
Alfred  Larson 
Marion  Lilies 


DIRECTORS: 

Kenneth  Jankowski:  Ken  Jankowski  of  Valparaiso,  IN,  first  became  interested  in  bluebirds  from  reading  the  syndicated  article  in  Parade 
Magazine.  It  was  five  years  before  he  attracted  a  nesting  pair  of  bluebirds.  Ken  now  spends  much  of  his  time  giving  slide  showS  and  conducting 
workshops  related  to  the  attraction  and  proper  upkeep  of  a  bluebird  trail.  His  goal  is  to  educate  the  young  and  old  in  activities  that  can  be 
beneficial  in  our  attempt  to  aid  the  bluebird. 

Andre  Dion:  Adre  Dion  of  St.  Placide,  Quebec,  is  the  founder  of  the  Bluebird  Society  in  Quebec.  He  is  the  author  of  many  books,  two  being  The 
Return  of  the  Bluebird  and  A  garden  of  Birds.  Along  with  his  bluebird  trail,  he  also  aids  another  cavity  nester  -  the  Purple  Martin. 

Alfred  G.  Larson:  Alfred  Larsen,  of  Boise,  ID,  maintains  a  trail  of  approximately  300  boxes  for  both  Mountain  and  Western  Bluebirds.  He  is  a 
master  bander  and  over  the  last  eight  years,  has  banded  nearly  4,000  nestlings.  A1  has  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  and  as  President  of  the 
Golden  Eagle  Audubon  Society  and  the  Idaho  Audubon  Council.  For  the  past  17  years,  he  has  served  as  the  compiler  for  the  Christmas  Bird 

Count  Boise  circle. 

Marion  Liles:  Marion  Liles  of  J  ulsa,  OK,  maintains  a  trail  outside  of  Tulsa.  Marion  spends  a  considerable  amount  of  time  giving  presentations 
to  the  public  and  maintains  a  permanent  bluebird  display  at  his  place  ol  business.  He  gives  away  many  boxes  during  the  year  to  people  living  in 

rural  areas. 


painting  Ike  gave  Art 
Of  his  na-htysburf;  Farm 


■  . -  - 

: 
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Art  with  a  bluebird 
[box  on  Ike  » s  pa  pm 


NOMINATING  COMMITTEE  REPORT) 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  NABS  Nominating  Committee  to  submit  a  slate  of  candidates  for  the  five  elective  offices  of  the  Society  to  serve  one-year 
terms  and  for  four  Directors  to  serve  three-year  terms.  This  year  the  Committee  was  chaired  by  Mrs.  Lillian  Lund  Files,  of  Tyngsboro,  M  A,  past 
president  of  NAMBS,  with  assistance  by  Mrs.  Charlotte  Jernigan,  of  Wagoner,  OK,  and  Mr.  Art  Aylesworth,  of  Ronan,  MT,  both  past 
Directors  of  NABS.  In  fulfillment  of  this  duty,  the  following  slate  is  submitted 


" Rejoice ! " 


We  boarded  our  old  Bluebird  van  and  headed  up  the  pike; 

'Twas  in  the  late  October,  good  weather  for  a  hike. 

At  every  resting  stop  we  took  a  walk  around  the  place; 

We  always  checked  for  bird  life  as  part  of  Nature's  face. 

At  last  we  found  at  Gettysburg  the  goal  that  we  had  sought, 

Where  we  our  friends  would  meet,  with  great  potential  fraught; 

For  this  was  1990,  and  NABS  would  see  us  there. 

We  had  some  Bluebird  houses,  to  with  the  others  share. 

The  exhihibits  of  the  bird-craft,  from  the  photos  to  the  books, 

Included  some  of  hollow  logs,  and  some  that  had  the  looks  ! 

Styles  of  every  sort  where  shown  of  PVC  and  board, 

Practical  and  useful--a  rich  and  motley  horde. 

The  love  of  faithful  friends  and  true  from  everywhere  was  there, 

And  those  who  could  not  make  it  sent  good  wishes  and  a  prayer. 

And  everyone  was  eager  to  hear  the  speakers  speak; 

Anon  they  all  like  Bluebirds,  were  chatting,  beak  to  beak. 

The  lectures  were  informative,  and  held  the  listeners  bound; 

No  other  meeting  guite  like  this  has  ever  yet  been  found. 

There  is  Doctor  Larry  with  fire  in  his  eye, 

And  there  the  girlish  Mary,  to  witness  if  I  lie; 

And  Tommy  Outerbridge  with  brave  wife  to  push  his  chair, 

And  here  the  aging  Gerogia  folk  with  white  and  graying  hair. 

And  there  is  Joanne  Solem  with  pen  and  writer's  mien, 

And  Sadie  Dorber  too  is  there,  not  just  a  mere  "has  been," 

For  she  will  one  more  year  preside  in  presidential  chair, 

Elected  yet  once  more  to  lead  with  presidential  flair. 

Now  space  and  memory  deny  that  I  should  every  name  give  mention; 
Regardless  of  my  wish  to  please--(to  slight's  not  my  intention). 

I'll  say  "Hello"  to  brothers  Tait,  and  all  I  love  to  meet. 

And  I'll  say,  "Hey,  so  nice  to  see..."  to  all  I  gladly  greet. 

Frances  Sawyer  gives  a  hug,  she  from  'way  down  South, 

Her  gentle  hospi tal i ty  is  yet  sweet  honey  in  our  mouth. 

A  host  of  friends,  both  old  and  young,  rejoice  to  see  us  here; 

There's  heady  stuff  in  this,  not  found  in  any  wine  or  beer. 

So  take  a  cup  and  drink  it  up,  and  sound  a  loud,  "Three  cheers!" 

There's  not  a  place  around  this  place  so  destitute  of  fears. 

Friends  right  and  left  are  grabbing  hands,  and  hug  the  Sawyer  shoulder, 
So  shake  the  hand,  give  hug  for  hug,  and  kiss  if  you  are  bolder. 


"Rejoice ! " 
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Howe'er  you  spell  the  old  word  "Love,"  'Twill  always  mean  the  same; 

If  you're  a  bluebird  man  you're  sure  that  you'll  be  in  the  game; 

And  if  you  stay  the  last  full  day  and  eat  the  eats  at  night, 

You'll  find  good  camaraderie  to  end  it  all  just  right. 

And  just  beyond  the  banguet  hall--all  hark!--a  female  voice! 

A  voice  that  echoes  off  the  walls--"Re j oice ! . . Rej oice ! . . Re j oice ! ' . . 

Now  1  must  apologize,  for  my  old  mind  has  rambled. 

My  thoughts,  like  this  poor  manuscript,  are  just  a  little  scrambled; 
But  this  I'll  say  in  truthfulness,  with  all  eight  decades'  zest. 

That  meeting  of  NABS  Bluebirders  was  the  very,  very  best! 

Should  we  not  meet  with  you  dear  ones  e'en  ever  once  again. 

Our  memory  of  this  last  farewell  will  be  all  free  of  pain. 

We  cherish  all  these  treasures,  anu  keep  them  all  in  store; 

Once  more,  we'll  meet  at  Jesus'  feet,  on  that  celestial  shore. 

0  there's  the  faithful  Tommy,  sans  handicap  we  hate; 

And  Angela  there  beside  him  too,  inside  the  pearly  gate; 

They're  jogging  down  the  golden  street  under  the  tree  of  Life; 

Eternal  joy  forever  their ' s--brave  Tommy  and  his  wife. 

The  sight  of  good  old  Larry  will  fill  my  cup  of  bliss; 

And  once  again  will  Mary  give  me  a  sister's  kiss. 

And  then, once  more  on  that  far  shore,  there'll  sound  an  angel's  voice 

And  that  loud  call  will  say  it  all-- " Rejoice!  Rejoice!  REJOICE ! " 


by  Laurance  Sawyer 


Tommy  Outerbridge  -  Pres. 
Bermuda  Bluebird  Society, 


Bluebird  Photo  Helps  Dental  Patient 


Laurance  Sawyer  of  Ringgold,  GA,  with  his  wife,  Adelaide,  who  wears  a  nest  of  blue¬ 
birds.  This  photograph  was  sent  to  Laura  Riley  in  northern  New  Jersey  who  passed 
it  along  to  her  dentist  in  New  York  City.  Dr.  Soldati  used  it  to  calm  a  tearful  patient. 


Those  Little  Bluebirds 


The  tearful  little  fellow  showed  a  tiny  streak  of  yellow 
As  he  faced  the  new  and  fearful  prospect  of  the  odds, 

Up  there  on  that  high  throne  one  must  twist  and  grunt  and  groan, 
And  seek  the  benediction  of  the  gods. 

Never  mind,  my  little  friend,  here’s  a  sight  will  all  fear  end, 

A  daddy  bluebird  feeds  his  little  brood 
Atop  a  lady’s  head;  from  him  all  fear  has  fled. 

Now  if  you  cry,  ‘twill  seem  so  rather  rude. 

That’s  the  thing,  just  shout  and  sing; 

Pretend  you’re  on  a  little  country  road, 

And  the  bluebirds  ’round  will  sing, 

So  you’ll  hardly  feel  the  sting 

Of  the  needle  with  its  analgesic  load. 

*  » 

Now  this  brightens  up  the  day, 

And  you’ll  have  a  lot  to  say 

When  your  mother  peers  inside  your  little  mouth, 

You  can  tell  her  all  your  troubles 

Vanished  just  like  little  bubbles 

As  you  viewed  those  little  bluebirds  from  the  South. 

Their  message  now  to  you 

Is  to  keep  your  heart  so  true 

That  when  you  grow  up  tall  to  be  a  man, 

You’ll  find  that  life’s  a  lot  worth  while 

And  you’ll  meet  it  with  a  smile 

And  you’ll  always  say,  ‘77/  do  the  best  I  can!” 


Laurance  Sawyer 


What  if 
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The  Bluebird  crouched  upon  his  perch  with  eyes  and  ears  alert 
He  warbled  yet  again  his  song  tho  every  effort  hurt. 

For  he  was  old,  as  Bluebirds  go,  a  decade  more  or  less, 

And  now  for  seasons  five  or  six  no  comrade  comes  to  bless. 


But  still  his  hearty  song  poured  out,  and  still  no  answer  came. 

And  still  his  song  was  clear  and  strong,  its  message  still  the  same. 
"The  cold  and  snow  of  winter's  o'er,  it's  now  the  time  of  Spring 
Once  more  I'll  voice  my  finest  song,  for  I  was  born  to  sing. 

"I  used  to  have  a  lovely  mate,  the  joy  of  my  life. 

We  raised  two  dozen  little  ones — all  victims  of  the  strife. 

For  some  young  human  with  a  gun  and  less  of  love  than  hate. 

And  poison  sprays  and  steel  posts  have  sealed  every  fate. 

"Now  I'm  alone,  for  years  I've  called,  but  no  one  to  respond. 

Will  I  be  alone,  no  comfort  find  in  that  great  Beyond? 

Will  my  call,  unanswered,  forever  be  in  vain? 

Must  extinction,  like  the  pigeons',  be  my  final  pain? 

"But  wait,  there  comes  a  man,  a  bird  house  in  his  hand; 

I'll  stay  a  while,  let  it  beguile,  and  make  a  final  stand.' 

And  hope  that  soon  some  sweet  young  thing  will  now  come  winging  by. 
I'll  stay  and  sing  this  last  long  Spring,  and  then  it's  time  to  die. 

"The  years  have  told  the  spirit  bold  that  kept  me  here  so  long 

Must  soon  give  o'er  to  feathers  hoar,  and  then  a  trembly  song. 

If  one  should  hear  this  song  of  cheer  and  give  it  earnest  thought, 

My  long  life  of  song  and  strife  shall  not  have  been  for  naught." 


So  have  a  care  and  do  your  share  to  ease  the  Bluebird's  plight. 

And  build  a  house  of  board  or  log  before  his  last  long  flight. 

For  when  he's  gone  we'll  miss  the  song  that  brightened  all  the  day. 
And  told  us,  "Old  Man  Winter's  gone,  new  life  is  on  the  way!" 


The  pigeons'  flock,  three  billion 
Lest  like  that  noble  throng,  tho 

and  a 


strong,  should  give  us  cause  to  stay 
ling'ring  long,  he's  gone--f orever 
day . 
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MBO/Mass  Birders  Forum 
Club  Profile  Form 


Name  of  club:  _ TYNC-SBORO  BIRD  SOCIETY _ 

i 

Approximate  number  of  members:  128  member,  as  nf  T-Tp.y  199 0 _ 

Year  organized:  _ 1977 _ 

Description  of  club  activities  (include  field  trips,  indoor  programs,  speak¬ 
ers,  educational  activities,  censuses  and  counts,  etc.) 

6  Lecturers  lid e  programs  a  year  - 

March,  April,  May  and  Saptfirnhar,  Octnhen.,  TTnvnmhpr* 

Field  trips  every  String;  ft  Fal!I 


Description  of  club  publications: 

One  tfCalendar  of  Pro.grams11  a  year  plus 

&  Fall  bird  walks  (sample  enclosed) 


a  list  of  Spring 


Other  club  facilities/services  (This  category  could  include,  for  example,  a 
description  of  the  Athol  Bird'  &  Nature  Club  Museum,  the  Forbush  Bird  Club 
sanctuary,  etc.): 


-2 


t 


Membership  information  (include  categories  of  membership,  amount  of  dues,  who 
check  should  be  payable  to,  name  and  address  to  whom  check  should  be  mailed; 
also  any  membership  restrictions): 

i 

Family  Membership  $8«00/year 

Single  Membership  $5>00/year 

Students  free  -  suggested  $2.00  donation  for  guests 

Membership  dues  paid  to  Tyngsboro  Bird -Society 

_ sent  to;  Beverley  Wilson,  Trees « _ 

44  G-rton  Road 
Dunstable,  Mass.  01827 


Contact  person  (name,  address  and/or  telephone  number  of  person  who  others  can 
contact  for  more  information  about  the  club): 

% 

La uren  Chaney,  Pres >-240  West ford  Rd.  ,DunstablefMa. 01827  f 508-649-72 6 8 £ 

B e v erley  Wilson,  Treas.-44  C-rton  Rd.,Dunstable,Ma. 01827  (508-649-67 6 0 ) 

William  Harris, Leader-15  Clovercrest  Dr-, Nashua, NTHr 05062  (605-881-9659 ) 

Li  1  lian..Plles.,Progrmas-106  Scribner  .  HllljTyngsborOjMa  .01879  (508-692 -2520-}- 
Mary  Ann  Haywsrd, Publicity-8  Kendall  Rd. ,Tyngsboro,Ma ,01879  (508-649 -7949) 


Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  our  Membership  Mailing  List. 


t 


MANOMET  BIRD  OBSERVATORY 

MANOMET,  MASSACHUSETTS  02345  (508)  224-6521 


To : 

Lillian  Files 
Scribner  Hill 
Tyngsboro,  MA  01879 


_ November  28 _  1 9  90 

THE  BROOKLINE  BIRD  CLUB 

There  are  now  more  than  1300  members  in  the  Brook¬ 
line  Bird  Club.  Membership  is  open  to  all  who  are  interested 
in  birds  and  nature;  whether  you  are  a  member  or  not  you 
are  invited  to  participate  in  our  activities. 

The  Brookline  Bird  Club  wishes  to  stress  the  importance 
of  good  public  relations.  When  attending  trips  it  is  advis¬ 
able  to  park  all  vehicles  off  the  road,  away  from  driveways 
and  posted  areas,  so  that  moving  traffic  can  flow  unimpeded. 
Please  do  not  trespass  onto  private  property. 

Should  weather  conditions  appear  bad  and  driving 
hazardous,  contact  Leader.  At  the  discretion  of  the  Lead¬ 
er,  a  trip  may  be  postponed  to  a  following  day. 
j  Thke  a  lunch  on  all-day  trips.  Please  report  to  the  Lead¬ 
er  if  you  leave  the  party  early.  Be  careful  on  the  field  trips. 
Neither  the  Club  nor  the  Leader  assumes  responsibility  for 
injury. 


you 


On  behalf  of  the  Manomet  Bird  Observatory, 
for  your  generous  gift  of 

one  tripod. 


I  wish  to  thank 


Your  gift  will  be  distributed  through  the  MBO/Mass.  Birders 
Forum  to  aid  research  and  conservation  groups  in  Latin  America 
that  are  working  to  preserve  birds  and  habitats. 


MBO/MASS.  BIRDERS  FORUM  UPDATE 
Many  thanks  to  those  of  you  who  have  donated  used 

^iCUMnASIl?PeSL0r  tripods  t0  the  used  equipment  drive 
of  the  MBO  Mass.  Birders  Forum.  This  equipment  will  be 
forwarded  to  field  biologists  and  grassroots  conservation 
organizations  in  Latin  America  where  a  lack  of  basic 
equipment  often  frustrates  research  and  conservation 
efforts.  Anybody  who  has  equipment  to  donate  may  do  so 
by  bringing  it  on  any  BBC  field  trip  or  dropping  it  off  at 
the  Ipswich  River  Wildlife  Sanctuary  in  Topsfield.  We  will 
also  be  collecting  equipment  at  our  evening  meeting  Friday, 
November  2  at  the  MCZ  in  Cambridge. 

As  reported  in  our  last  bulletin,  the  MBO  Mass.  Birders 
forum  is  a  cooperative  effort  of  the  Manomet  Bird 
Observatory  and  18  Massachusetts  bird  clubs  to  help  protect 
threatened  birds  and  their  habitats.  Organizations 
participating  in  the  Forum  are: 


len  Bird  Club 
thol  Bird  &  Nature  Club 
Brookline  Bird  Club 
Cape  Cod  Bird  Club 
Eastern  Mass.  Hawk  Watch 
Essex  County  Ornith.  Club 
i  Felix  Cutler  Bird  Club 
Forbush  Bird  Club 
Hampshire  Bird  Club 
Hoffman  Bird  Club 


Manomet  Bird  Obser. 
Merrimack  Valley  Bird  Club 
MIT  Women’s  League  Birders 
Nashoba  Valeey  Bird  Club 
Needham  Bird  Club 
Paskamansett  Bird  Club 
Rowley  Dump  Girls 
South  Shore  flird  Club 
Tyngsboro  Bird  Society 


Director 


Research  and  Education  in  Environmental  Biology 


WSm 
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,  Photo  by  Matthew  Sapienzal 

I  Lil  Files,  center,  past  president  of  the  North  American 
Bluebird  Society,  gives  certificates  of  achievement  to  fourl 
Pike  School  students  who  built  38  bluebird  houses.  Michael 
Kim,  Dan  Tracy,  Weston  Smith  and  Jackie  Lemaitre  built 
the  houses  last  spring  for  Pike’s  Earth  Day  fair.  The  money 
|  earned  by  the  birdhouses  and  other  fair  booths  went  back 
to  the  school  for  ecological  projects,  such  as  planting  trees 
and  buying  materials  to  recycle  items  from  the  cafeteria. 
Bluebird  Society  member  Marc  Koolen,  whose  daughter, 
Samantha,  is  a  kindergartner  at  Pike,  helped  the  students 
design  and  build  the  houses. 


HOLIDAY  SUPPER  PARTY  AT  L  I  L  »S 


"Supper  Party  at  Lil’s  on  the  fisentieth^ 

Marked  on  my  calendar  in  red 
And  I  totally  had.  forgotten! 

She  phoned  and  I  almost  collapsed! 

I  only  brushed  my  hair  and  jumped  in  the  car 
And  zoomed  up  the  road. 

I  pushed  open  the  Christmas  door 
Into  friends  and  affection  and  joy! 

What  a  beautiful  party  it  was: 

Lil  was  in  red  velvet; 

Loren  was  in  glorious  green; 

And  Joyce,  Connie,  Jean,  Eev  and  Maryann 
Were  all  so  charmingly  attired,  as  well. 

But  me  ...  but  I  ...  was  in  jeans , sweater 
And  bedroom  slippers.  But  nobody  cared! 

Dissonance  did  not  cause  distress. 

The  food  was  a  wonder! 

Shrimp  in  a  circle  around  sauce > 

'Crackers  with  savory  cheese? 

Things  to  drink  and  and  sip- 
Then  on  the  red  table  amidst  candles 
Were  crusty  pastries  and  creamed • chicken 
With  emerald  peas  and  olives  and  celery 
All  to  fill  our  plates. 

This  Lillian!  Zipping  around  the  country 
Lecturing  on  bluebirds  and  visiting  history  spots 
Then  cooking  and  entertaining  with  elegance 
And  telling  us  adventures  and  we  all  talking  and  telling* 
{\j i th  laughter  suffusing  the  colorful  Christmas  room 
Turning  any  personal  drearies  into  bearables^) 

Made  this  tardy  guest  have  to  record  such  a  shining  Gift! 


ftciAy.  SmciLL 


Other  opinions  and  letters  to  the  editor 


Ml  3H££r- 


Bluebirds,  swallows,  and  pernicious  sparrows 


To  the  Editor:  leave  the  bluebirds  with  “no 

.  Patience  pays  off  —  both  for  vacancy”  housing.  Two  pairs  of 

bluebirds  and  bluebird  watchers.  tree  swallows  will  not  tolerate 

Two  bluebirds  hatched  in  August  in  dose  neighboring  with  each  other, 

a  house  on  a  post  attached  to  Ben  However,  swallows  will  tolerate 

DeLong’s  mailbox.  That  is  a  very  bluebirds. 

late  nesting  and  a  very  late  hatch  Enemies  of  bluebirds  are  the 
—  no  doubt  a  second  nesting.  pernicious  English  sparrows,  cor- 
Bluebirds  do  that.  rectly  called  ‘‘weaver  finches.” 

The  nest  of  dried  grass  was  built  They  are  not  the  sparrows  men- 

on  top  of  a  tree  swallow  nest,  the  tioned  in  the  Bible,  which  people 

swallows  having  already  fledged.  defend.  Other  enemies  of  biue- 
Tree  swallows  nest  only  once  a  birds  are  cats,  raccoons,  and 
year.  ’  certain  unthinking  people.  J 

Only  two  of  the  four  bluebird  Bluebird  trails  must  be  moni- 
eggs  hatched.  This  year’s  extreme  tored  to  keep  out  English  sparrows, 

heat  was  a  great  threat  to  the  It  would  be  better  not  to  hav.e  boxes 

survival  of  eggs.  up  if  sparrows  make  slum  areas  out 

Pairing  of  boxes  is  the  answer  to  0f  them,  stuffing  them  with  their 
having  both  three  swallows  and  messy  nests  of  hay,  straw,  twine, 
bluebirds.  Otherwise  the  tree  swal-  feathers,  etc.  All  such  nests  should 

lows  will  dominate  all  boxes  and  be  torn  down  with  eggs  and  young 

destroyed.  No  one  should  be  finicky 
.  about  doing  this.  It’s  a  dirty  job, 
but  someone  has  to  do  it. 

— — - : - —  Most  people  are  unaware  or 

77/ 7  D\/f  A  JSJ  Df7 1/IF  IV  apathetic  about  the  sparrows  dwel- 

tltLKM/UV  I\n.V  IL.VY  Hng  in  their  midst  and  have 

(USPS  242-180)  accepted  them  as  inevitable.  This 

Postmaster:  Send  Form  3579  to  need  not  be  the  case.  If  we  can  put 

Box  E,  Herman,  MN  56248  a  man  on  the  moon  and  stop  smo- 

ing  in  public  places,  we  can  control 
Owen  &  Michele  Heiberg  swallow  and  bluebird  houses  and 

Publishers  and  keep  a  constant  crusade 

against  them.  Without  dedication 

Owen  Heiberg . .Editor  to  this  cause,  bluebirds  do  not  have 

Janice  Tolifson . Composition,  a  prayer. 

Circulation,  Bookkeeping  „  After  saying  all  this,  there  are 

Willis  Klason  . Printing  „  still  people  who  just  ignore  the 

Nina  Heiberg . Composition,  sparrow  problem,  thinking,  “What 

Bookeeping  harm  can  a  little  sparrow  do?”  By 

Marilyn  Horning . Reporter  doing  so  they  are  aiding  and 

DeAnne  Kennedy . Reporter  abetting  the  enemy.  The  sparrow 

with  its  heavy,  sharp  beak  goes  into 
Second  class  postage  paid  at  Her-  swallow  and  bluebird  houses  and 
man,  Minnesota.  Published  at  Her-  picks  the  occupants  to  death,  as 
man.  Minnesota  56248.  Issued  anyone  who  has  put  up  boxes- has 
weekly,  each  Thursday,  under  the  discovered. 

Act  of  March  3,  1879.  “Bring  back  the  bluebirds”  is 

not  hopeless  if  enough  dedicated 
•SUBSCRIPTION  RATES*  people  educate  themselves  to  do 

Grant  &  adjoining  counties  .$10.00  the  job. 

Elsewhere  in  United  States  .$13.00  Beyond  the  wildest  dream  would 

Other  Countries . $22.00  be  to  have  the  first  sparrow  free 

Snow  Birds . Add  $1.00  town  in  the  U.S.  A.  Next  the  world! 

opies . . . 30c  Del  Holdgrafer 


Young  Ben  DeLong  with  bluebird  nest  and  box. 
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Northeast  Region 


Endicott  Regional  Center 
Ipswich  River  Wildlife  Sanctuary 
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Winter  Programs  1989 


Bring  Back  the  Bluebirds! 

Sunday  2:00  p.m. 

February  19 

( Snow  date:  Sunday,  February  26) 

How  many  of  us  here  in  New  England  have 
seen  a  bluebird  recently?  Fifty  years  ago,  blue¬ 
birds  were  among  the  most  common  songbirds  in 
North  America.  They  are  in  jeopardy  primarily 
because  they  cannot  find  enough  places  to  nest 
successfully.  Dead  trees  and  wooden  fence  posts 
that  provided  nesting  cavities  in  earlier  times  are 
disappearing.  Habitat  of  open  fields  and  or¬ 
chards  is  shrinking  rapidly,  and  in  addition, 
bluebirds  must  compete  for  nesting  sites  with 
house  sparrows  and  starlings. 

This  slide  program  will  explain  the  bluebird’s 
plight  and  explain  how  it’s  still  possible  to  attract 
nesting  bluebirds.  A  pair  of  study  skin  bluebirds, 
nest,  eggs,  nesting  boxes,  books  and  pamphlets 
will  be  displayed. 

Location:  Ipswich  River  Sanctuary  Barn 
Fee:  $6/M;  $8/NM 

Speaker:  Lil  Files,  past  president  of  the  North 
American  Bluebird  Society  and  the  Tyngsboro 
Bird  Society,  has  been  lecturing  on  bluebirds  for 
many  years  throughout  New  England.  She  main¬ 
tains  and  monitors  an  extensive  bluebird  trail 
and  has  had  bluebirds  on  her  property  in  Tyngs¬ 
boro  for  over  45  years. 


Joyce  Marinel,  Lauren  Chaney 
_  and  Lil  Piles 


Three  Presidents  of  the 
h'l  Tyngsboro  Bird  Society  at 
|  Xmas  Party  at  Windswept . 


From  Our  Home 
to  Yours 


Xmas  card  from  John  Findlay 
of  Alabama,  Dir.  of  MBS 
He  was  formerly  from  Wake¬ 
field,  Massachusetts 
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